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PRESENTATION STRUCTURE

• Concepts: Trade facilitation

– Trade facilitation

– Paperless trade (Trade digitalization)

• Trade Facilitation and paperless trade programmes in ESCAP

– UN Global Survey on Digital and Sustainable Trade Facilitation

– Overview of trade facilitation implementation in Mongolia

– Expected Benefits from Implementation of Cross-Border Paperless Trade for 
Mongolia

– Readiness Assessment for Cross-Border Paperless Trade

– Framework Agreement on Trade Facilitation of Cross-Border Paperless in Asia 
and the Pacific

• Summary of APTA Working Group on Trade Facilitation (WGTF)



Source: World Development Indicators Database (accessed September 2020
Source: WTO Database (accessed September 2020)

TRADE FACILITATION (TF)

•“The plumbing of international trade” (Staples, 1998)

•“The simplification and harmonization of international trade 
procedures.”, where trade procedures are the “activities, practices 
and formalities involved in collecting, presenting, communicating and 
processing data and other information required for the movement of 
goods in international trade.” (WTO documents)

•“Any measure, or set of measures, that aims to increase the cost-
effectiveness of international trade transactions”. 
http://www.gfptt.org/

http://www.gfptt.org/


Source: World Development Indicators Database (accessed September 2020
Source: WTO Database (accessed September 2020)

PAPERLESS TRADE (TRADE DIGITALIZATION)

▪Paperless Trade
Conduct of trade activities on the basis of 

electronic rather than paper documents e.g. 
electronic Customs declaration, electronic cert. of 
origin

(application of e-commerce to international trade domain)

▪Paperless Trade Systems
Legal/regulatory and technical frameworks in 

which paperless trade transactions take place e.g. 
Digital customs system, electronic Single Window 
facility, e-port management systems, Framework Act 
on Electronic Transaction (in RoK)
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Trade Facilitation? → Making trade procedures more efficient
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Paperless Trade? → Digital or e- Trade Facilitation



• Enabling paperless trade (Res. 68/3)

• Interim Intergov. Steering Group on Cross-border       Paperless Trade 
Facilitation (Res. 70/6)

• Framework Agreement on Facilitation of Cross-border Paperless 
Trade in Asia and the Pacific (Res. 72/4)

Legislative

Knowledge
• ESCAP-WB Trade Cost Database
• UN Global Digital and Sustainable Trade Facilitation Survey
• Trade Process Analysis Database
• UNNExT Single Window & Paperless Trade Implementation Guides & 

Impact analyses
• ESCAP-OECD Guide on Indicators for Trade Facilitation

TRADE FACILITATION AND PAPERLESS TRADE PROGRAMME IN ESCAP

Capacity 
Building

• Business/Trade Process Analysis
• Single Window & Paperless Trade Implementation
• UNNExT Masterclass (Single Window & Paperless Trade 

Implementation)
• Readiness assessment on CBPT
• Trade & Transport Facilitation Monitoring Mechanism



UN GLOBAL SURVEY ON DIGITAL AND SUSTAINABLE TRADE FACILITATION

OBJECTIVE

• To monitor progress on 
trade facilitation (TF), 
including paperless 
trade and other 
forward-looking 
measures towards SDGs

• To enable evidence-
based policy making, 
capacity building and 
tech. assistance

• UNTFSURVEY.ORG

• 2012-14: Regional (Asia-Pacific) surveys
conducted since 2012

• 2015: 1st global survey on trade facilitation
implementation; presented at the 5th Global
Review of Aid for Trade. [partnerships with
UNCTAD, ITC, OECD, Subregional org…]

• 2017: 2nd global survey; presented at the 6th

Global AfT Review. [new partnerships: ADB,
Rep. of Korea…]

• 2018: Launch of interactive website (now
UNTFSURVEY.ORG)

• 2019: 3rd global survey – Digital and
Sustainable Trade Facilitation [new
partnerships: ICC (Banking Commission)]

• 2021: 4th Adding additional survey
component on TF measures in time of crisis
and epidemic



OVERVIEW OF TRADE FACILITATION IMPLEMENTATION IN MONGOLIA

• Some progress for implementing trade facilitation measures

• Significant opportunities still exist for Mongolia to improve trade facilitation 
mechanisms, especially in the cross-border paperless trade area



EXPECTED BENEFITS FROM IMPLEMENTATION OF CROSS-BORDER 
PAPERLESS TRADE FOR MONGOLIA

• Regional-wide implementation of cross-border 
paperless trade could allow Mongolia to increase 
exports: 
– At least USD 1 billion per year

• Implementation of WTO TFA together with cross-
border paperless trade measures:
– Trade cost reductions of 30%, instead of only 10% (if at 

basic compliance)

– Potential trade transaction cost savings of more than 
$133 million per year 

EXP increase

Trade cost reduction

Based on trade data from 2016 and ESCAP (2014). Estimating the Benefits of Cross-Border Paperless Trade. Available from: 
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/Benefits%20of%20Cross-Border%20Paperless%20Trade.pdf
ESCAP (2017). Digital Trade facilitation in Asia and the Pacific. Studies in Trade, Investment and Innovation, No. 87. Available from 
https://www.unescap.org/publications/digital-trade-facilitation-asia-and-pacific-studies-trade-investment-and-innovation-87.



READINESS ASSESSMENT FOR CROSS-BORDER PAPERLESS TRADE

• Technical and legal readiness assessments on
cross-border paperless trade conducted in
Mongolia

https://www.unescap.org/resources/readiness-asse
ssment-cross-border-paperless-trade-mongolia

• Recommendations, and individual action plans
for Mongolia to move forward towards cross-
border paperless trade

https://www.unescap.org/resources/readiness-assessment-cross-border-paperless-trade-mongolia


FRAMEWORK AGREEMENT ON TRADE FACILITATION OF CROSS-BORDER 
PAPERLESS IN ASIA AND THE PACIFIC

UN Treaty 
• Open to interested (53) ESCAP member states 
• Enabling and action-oriented agreement

Objective

To facilitate cross-border paperless trade (data exchange) among willing ESCAP member
states by providing a dedicated intergovernmental framework to develop legal and
technical solutions

*Also supporting full digital implementation of the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement.

– Progress
• Three countries either ratified or acceded (Azerbaijan, Islamic Republic of Iran, and the 

Philippines)
• Plus, Bangladesh and China completed its domestic ratification process. 
• Framework Agreement will enter into force very soon. 



SUMMARY OF APTA WORKING GROUP ON TRADE FACILITATION (WGTF)

Implementation of the Framework Agreement on Trade Facilitation

• All Participating State (PS) have shared their status of implementation 

of the APTA Framework Agreement on Trade Facilitation (FATF), 

based on a template (developed by the Secretariat and WGTF). 

• Each PS are requested to submit a national work plan/action plan for 

the acceleration of the implementation of the FATF. Some already 

have and remaining PS are asked to submit before the next meeting.



SUMMARY OF APTA WORKING GROUP ON TRADE FACILITATION (WGTF)

Update of the Framework Agreement on Trade Facilitation 

• WGTF is pursuing the update of the Framework Agreement on Trade Facilitation 
(FATF), as all PS acknowledged the need for enhancement to reflect trade 
facilitation environment changes including the proliferation of information 
technology, as well as to have more detailed provisions or actions (based on the 
existing substantive Articles of the Framework Agreement to guide its 
implementation). 

• Some new elements were proposed by China and the Republic of Korea, which 
were noted as being in line with Chapters on Customs Procedures and Trade 
Facilitation (CPTF) of Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP). 

• Further discussions will take place in next meeting(s).



SUMMARY OF APTA WORKING GROUP ON TRADE FACILITATION (WGTF)

Capacity building and potential pilot projects on cross-border trade 
facilitation 

• WGTF has been discussing potential capacity building trainings and pilot 
projects on cross-border trade facilitation for PS. 

• There are some ideas on (but not limited to): ICT application for trade 
facilitation implementation, electronic data exchange, Single Window 
implementation, implementation of the WTO Agreement on Trade 
Facilitation and Authorized Economic Operator. 

• PS are requested to submit comments on topics for the proposed capacity 
building activities.



THANK YOU

https://twitter.com/unescap
http://www.youtube.com/unescap
https://www.facebook.com/UNESCAP

