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Ⅰ. Main Legal Framework for Electronic Single Window 
and Paperless Trade in Korea 
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The role of each laws above for single window and paperless Trade

 Foreign Trade Act 
defines domestic legal procedure related with export and import activities and 

Article 15 of this act defines that the Minister of Knowledge Economy shall 
make efforts to establish a platform for the exchange system of electronic 
documents.

Resulting from this efforts, “Electronic Trade Facilitation Act” was enacted and 
this act mostly related with building of electronic single window and 
facilitating of paperless trade 

 Commercial Act” is mainly dealing with legal affairs about marine and air
transport and insurance in related with international trade. amended in 2007, 

legal ground of Electronic bills of lading was enacted.

 “Regulation on Implementation of the Commercial Act regarding
electronic bills of lading” provides for matters delegated pursuant Article 862 of 

the Commercial Act.

 “Framework Act on Electronic Documents and Electronic Commerce”
provides mainly legal ground about legal force of electronic documents equal to 

paper documents.



 Digital Signature Act gives a digital singature a legal effect equal to a 
signature and seal on a paper based document or letter.



Ⅱ. Electronic Trade Facilitation Act

1. History of Legislation of Electronic Trade Facilitation Act

1991. 12. Enactment of Act on The Promotion of Office Automation For Trade 
- Plural “Designated Trade Automation Operator” operate the Trade
automation business(a business furnishing a trade automation service
to traders and trade-related agencies using a Communication network
connecting traders and trade-related agencies)

* “trade-related agency” means agency which are authorized to grant to
the traders any approval, license, authentication



 2005. 12. Wholly amended and retitled “Electronic Trade Facilitation Act”

- Complete Revision from Act on The Promotion of Office Automation 
For Trade 

- Single “Paperless Trade Infrastructure Operator” operates
Paperless Trade Infrastructure which means an information system 
that intermediates, keeps and certifies electronic trade documents 
by systematically interlinking traders with trade-related agencis through
information and communications networks



2. Main Features 

Concept of Paperless Trade Infrastructure as Single Window

as trade-related electronic documents are intermediated through Paperless
Trade Infrastructure and kept in it, traders don’t need to submit the documents to 
each trade-related agency repeatedly and each agency can check the document
in it.
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 Obligation of using Paperless Trade Infrastructure about 8 trade-related 
documents 

- Article 12 of Electronic Trade Facilitation Act defines that a trader or trade
related agency seeking to carry out below 8 trade affairs by means of
electronic trade documents shall carry out those trade affairs via Paperless
Trade Infrastructure.
1. Notifying letters of credit

2. Issuing letters of guarantee
3. Opening local letters of credit
4. Issuing written requirement confirmations
5. Issuing written purchase confirmations
6. Issuing certificates of origin 
7. Issuing marine cargo insurance policies
8. Issuing written cargo delivery instructions

* Above 8 trade-related documents were selected as they are the most 
widely used and repeatedly submitted to many trade-related agencies.



3. Recent Tendency

This Obligation of using Paperless Trade Infrastructure about 8 trade-related 
documents is only valid when seeking to carry out trade affairs by means of 
electronic trade documents. So it is possible to carry out that trade affairs by 
means of paper trade documents and that became an obstacle to electronic 
trade facilitation.

Recognizing these problems,  Amendments of laws which provides legal 
ground of trade documents including above 8 documents are underway  

- Article 37(2) of  Foreign Trade Administration Regulation amended in
January 2011 defines that written purchase confirmations of above 8
documents shall be applied and issued only in form of electronic
documents.

- Local letters of credit shall also be opened only in form of electronic
documents from Feburary 2013 as related regulations of Bank of Korea
were amended.



- So the two documents will be completely gathered and distributed
through Electronic Trade Infrastructure. 

- Amendment for electronic letters of credit notifying is being prepared.

Paperless Trade Infrastructure Operater as single window is becoming an 
issuing authority of trade-related documents 

- With amending of “Enforcement Decree of the Foreign Trade Act” in
November 2008, Paperless Trade Infrastructure Operater became an
issuing authority of written purchase confirmations beyond a role of
intermediating between traders and trade-related agencies.

- It was possible because most trade-related data is centralized into
Paperless Trade Infrastructure Operater as single window.



Ⅲ. Regulation on Implementation of the Commercial Act
Regarding Electronic Bills of Lading

1. History
- 2008. 06. Regulation on Implementation of the Commercial Act

Regarding Electronic Bills of Lading was legislated.
- 2008. 09. Ministry of Justice designated Paperless Trade Infrastructure

Operator as ‘Electronic Bill of Lading Title Registry’

2. Main concept

Electronic Bill of Lading Title RegistryElectronic Bill of Lading Title Registry
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3. Main Features

This regulation considered not only national user but also international        
user who import or export goods to Korea.

All legal process ranging from issuance and distribution of e-B/L to delivery of 
shipment  is implemented in electronic way through Electronic Bill of Lading 
Title Registry.

Upon receiving a request from the legitimate holder of an e-B/L to convert the 
e-B/L to paper B/L, e-B/L Title Registry shall issue the paper B/L to the 
legitimate holder(Article 12(1)).

4. Improvements

This regulation defines that all users shall use their certified digital signatures 
when they issue or transfer but it is almost impossible for foreign user to be 
issued an authorized certificate to because a licensed certification authority 
can’t verify the identity of the person who applies for the issuance of an 
authorized certificate.



 To solve this problem, mutual recognition among different digital signatures 
in each country is needed

- Article 27 of Digital Signatue Act defines that the government may enter
into an agreement with a foreign government on the reciprocal
recognition of digital signatures but, so far this kind of agreement is not
existent.



Ⅳ. Future Issues

 Related with electronic trade service like e-Nego, a necessity of a law which 
provides a legal ground for electronic bill of exchage is increasing for legal 
certainty.

- “Issuance and Distribution of Electronic Bills Act” is enacted in 2004(the
basic frame of this Act is very similar with that of e-B/L Act) and
now according to this Act, every stock company subject to the external 
audit under the Act on External Audit of Stock Company shall issue bills 
in form of an electronic bill(Article 6-2) but electronic bill in this act 
means only a promissory note(Article 2(2))


