
A MUTUAL RECOGNITION 

MECHANISM FOR TRADE-RELATED 

DATA AND DOCUMENTS IN 

ELECTRONIC FORM
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•

• it is not guaranteed that legal validity of trade-related documents 

and data in the electronic form created in one jurisdiction would remain 

valid in another jurisdiction

•
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•

• Cross-border paperless trade requires a certain degree of trust

•

a mutual recognition framework is needed, which 

can allow parties in different jurisdictions to exchange and recognize valid 

documents
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• Commercial Transactions

•

•

•

•

•

• Trade financing and 

settlement

•

•

• Transportation and related services

•

•

•

• Official control measures

•

•

•

•
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• Mutual recognition reciprocal recognition of the validity of 
trade-related data and documents in electronic form 
exchanged across borders between two or more countries

•

•
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• Mutual Recognition Mechanism

•

•
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•

•

the
Mutual Recognition Arrangement for Conformity Assessment of 
Telecommunications Equipment 

•

to the importing Parties' own Technical Regulations.
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•

•

•

•
requirements

•
designating a Conformity Assessment Body to perform 

Conformity Assessment Procedures under this Arrangement.

• responsible for assessing and recognizing 
the specific competencies of testing laboratories and/or certification bodies 

•
designated to 

perform conformity assessment to an importing Party’s Technical Regulations 
under this Arrangement.

13



14



•

•

•

•

Accreditation bodies
peer evaluated as competent

accreditation 
bodies then assess and accredit conformity assessment bodies 
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•

•

It specifies the Audit procedure, Revocation, Records archival and Certificate & 
CRL (Certificate Revocation List) Profiles, and others

•

Certificate Policy Authority recognizes that the applicant CA is a conforming or accredited 
CA of PAA

• CA and CPS (Certification Practice Statement) 

•

• PAA CP defines a set of rules as minimum and common criteria for recognition 

•
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•

•

•

•
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•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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•

• there is a governing body 

which is responsible for the development of and maintaining 

recognition scheme their role and responsibility are 

case sensitive
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•

•
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•

•

The owner does not 

have to be a stakeholder governing cross-border recognition 

scheme. 
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•

•
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•
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•

• to govern the Cross-Border Mutual Recognition (CBMR) rule to 

provide principles 

• a strong central legal instrument to provide a 

guideline(s)

•



Framework Agreement

Mutual Recognition Agreement

Tight 
Governance

Shall the Member States establish a central overseeing body wi

th a strong rule and hold the ownership of recognition require

ments (like the case of PAA MRA) 

→ Tight Mutual Recognition Agreement under FA

or allow autonomy of the Individual member states for 

the ownership of recognition requirements (Like the case of AP

EC TEL MRA)? 
→ Loose Mutual Recognition Arrangement under FA



Framework Agreement

Mutual Recognition Arrangement

Loose 
Governance

Shall the Member States establish a central overseeing body wi

th a strong rule and hold the ownership of recognition require

ments (like the case of PAA MRA) 

→ Tight Mutual Recognition Agreement under FA

or allow autonomy of the Individual member states for 

the ownership of recognition requirements (Like the case of AP

EC TEL MRA)? 
→ Loose Mutual Recognition Arrangement under FA
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•

•

•



Recognition 
Scheme

‘Designation’ 

is the mechanism appointing an entity (or entities) by responsible 

government authority for the purpose of exercising certain authority or 

implementing certain government policies and regulations 

For example, designated entity can either accredit a 3rd party for its 

cross-border electronic data / documents exchange or perform the 

exchange by itself

Designation



Recognition 
Scheme

‘Accreditation’ 

is the preferred mechanism for identifying competent bodies to 

implement certain government policies and regulations and 

comply with required credentials

For example, accreditation can be given to cross-border electronic 

data / documents exchange facility(s) or gateway(s) which can 

prove their competence

※ The accreditation scheme requires hierarchy of overseeing mechanism (assessing and 

recognizing) and the accreditation process determines the technical competence and 

integrity of organisations that offer paperless trade services or gateway services for 

cross-border exchange of electronic data and documents

Accreditation



Conventional bilateral agency to agency cooperation mechanism 

among trusted agencies to exchange electronic data and messages

※ The peer to peer recognition process is to agree upon some 

level of security and service and access the technical competence 

and integrity of organisations each other

Peer to Peer Recognition
Peer to Peer 
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Framework Agreement

Mutual Recognition Arrangement

MRA Committee (Recommendations only)
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