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Agenda Item 5 (a)-(g):
Outcomes of key regional dialogues on 

sustainable development



Agenda Item 5 (a):
First session of the Asia-Pacific Forum on

Sustainable Development 



First session of the Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development

Inaugural APFSD held at the Royal Cliff Grand Hotel in Pattaya from 19 – 21 May 2014

Total participants: 339 persons
 155 Government representatives from 32 Countries

Co-chaired by Kazakhstan and Thailand

Preceded by Asia Pacific Civil Society Forum on Sustainable Development, and, Regional 
Dialogue on Technology Facilitation for Sustainable Development

Two side events, 2 receptions, and Pavilion of Partnerships for Sustainable Development



First session of the Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development

Resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 9 July 2013 67/290. Format and 
organizational aspects of the high-level political forum on sustainable development 

The General Assembly decides that the high-level political forum:

Consistent with its universal intergovernmental character

Shall provide political leadership, guidance and recommendations for sustainable
development, follow up and review progress in the implementation of sustainable
development commitments

Enhance the integration of the three dimensions of sustainable development in a holistic
and cross-sectoral manner at all levels

Have a focused, dynamic and action-oriented agenda, ensuring the appropriate
consideration of new and emerging sustainable development challenges



First session of the Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development

Over the course of the three-day meeting, participants discussed Asia-Pacific perspectives 
on sustainable development, including regional priorities and challenges. 

As part of the Forum, a preparatory session for the 2014 Annual Ministerial Review (AMR) 
of the Economic and Social Council was organized to provide the region’s perspectives on 
the theme “Addressing on-going and emerging challenges for meeting the Millennium 
Development Goals in 2015 and for sustaining development gains in the Future.”

Five other sessions held over the three days discussed: 
 Integration and transformation for sustainable development

 Shared prosperity within planetary boundaries

 Means of implementation - financing, technology and global partnerships

 The way forward: shaping an effective and dynamic regional process for sustainable development

 The rule of law in the post-2015 development agenda. 



First session of the Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development

Side Events:

 In addition to the plenary sessions, side events were held on 20 May and 21 May;

 “Launch of ESCAP partnership with Green Growth Best Practice Initiative”;

 “The Collective Way Forward of the HLPF: Regional CSO & stakeholders engagement for a more 
efficient, effective, coherent and integrated approach to sustainable development”;

 ESCAP, FAO and UNEP co-hosted an evening reception on 20 May 2014 titled “Towards a green 
economy for sustainable development and poverty reduction: An Asia-Pacific perspective”.



First session of the Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development

Priority Areas and main messages

Emergent priority areas identified over the three days reflect those identified in the
APFSD background document Fostering Sustainable Development in Asia and the Pacific,
and include:

1. eradicating poverty and narrowing inequality; 

2. pursuing sustained and inclusive economic growth; 

3. gender equality and women’s empowerment; 

4. building resilience to multiple shocks; 

5. responding to population dynamics and urbanization; 

6. enhancing resource efficiency and natural resource management; and 

7. addressing climate change. 



First session of the Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development

Outcomes:

APFSD encouraged ESCAP to strengthen its programmes through:
 Establishment of a new Committee on Science, Technology and Innovation;

 Establishment of a Committee on Financing for Development (including Climate Change and 
Climate Finance);

 Establishment of a Knowledge Platform, inclusive of UN agencies, academia and key 
stakeholders;

 Development of a Regional Roadmap for SD;

 Development of Regional report that synthesized national sustainable development plans as part
of accountability mechanisms and other monitoring and evaluation mechanisms for the
implementation of the post-2015 development agenda, including the SDGs.



First session of the Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development

Way Forward: 
The APFSD should be guided by the mandate in Resolution 67/290 

APFSD should facilitate subregional consultations and processes that support regional 
deliberations and implementation of the post-2015 development agenda. 

Preference was expressed for several modalities - that the future sessions of the APFSD to be 
standalone, and that sessions should be convened so as to maximize synergy with ESCAP 
Commission sessions, supplemented by regular subregional consultations. 

Further examination of the operational modalities of the APFSD - including the relationship 
between the ESCAP Commission Session and the APFSD – towards a formal mandate are needed. 

Consultations could be undertaken through the establishment of an ACPR working group, and 
including stakeholder inputs. 



Agenda Item 5 (b):
Second session of the Asia-Pacific Forum 

on Sustainable Development



Second session of the Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable 
Development

Held in Bangkok ESCAP on 21-22 May 2015

Attended by more than 400 participants including representatives of governments, major 
groups and other stakeholders, United Nation bodies and programs and other international 
organization and entities.

Preceded by: 

The Asia-Pacific Civil Society Forum on Sustainable Development, which was organized by ESCAP 
and the Asia Pacific Forum on Women, Law and Development, held in Bangkok on 17 and 18 May 
2015

The Regional Conference on Aligning Corporate Sustainability with SDGs, held in Bangkok on 20 
May 2015

1st UNEP Forum of Ministers and Environmental Authorities of Asia Pacific, held in Bangkok, on 
19 and 20 May 2015

Several side events organized by civil society and development partners



Second session of the Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable 
Development

Resolution adopted by the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 70/11. 
Implementing the outcome of the Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development

The Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific requests the Executive 
Secretary:

a) To launch an intergovernmental consultative process, within the broad framework of General
Assembly resolution 67/290, to determine the future architecture of the Asia-Pacific Forum on
Sustainable Development, including its mandate, scope of work and other procedural aspects,
and to submit a report on those matters to the Commission at its seventy-first session;

b) To convene, without prejudice to the outcome of the intergovernmental consultative process,
the second session of the Forum back to-back with the seventy-first session of the Commission



Second session of the Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable 
Development

Priority areas and main Messages:
 APFSD built regional and multi-stakeholder consensus on Asia-Pacific sustainable development 

dimensions and associated challenges and opportunities within the context of post-2015 
development agenda as well as regional review and follow-up mechanisms.

 Meeting confirmed to importance of an holistic approach to sustainable development, based on 
balanced integration of three dimensions.

 A forward-looking agenda needs to engage all people of the region.

 Call for political commitment and leadership to realize sustainable development aspirations.

 Noted the benefits of the APFSD as a regional platform for sustainable development.



Second session of the Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable 
Development

Outcomes:
 APFSD should be convened as an intergovernmental meeting prior to the High-level Political 

Forum in 2016, on a theme consistent with that of the latter.

 Objectives of  the Forum  in 2016 should be to support the full and balanced integration of the 
three dimensions of sustainable development and the implementation of the post-2015 
development agenda in Asia and the Pacific, including follow-up and review, while being 
consistent with the objectives, form, function and modalities of the High-level Political Forum.

 APFSD will initiate the development of a regional road map for implementing the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development at its session in 2016. The regional road map will be defined in 
consultation with member States at its third session in 2016.

 Based on the outcome of the seventieth session of the General Assembly, the form, function and 
modalities of the Forum after 2016 will be decided at its third session in 2016 through an 
intergovernmental consultative process.



Second session of the Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable 
Development

Way Forward:
 APFSD represented key milestone for Asia-Pacific region.

 The Forum emphasized the need for normative policy shifts towards more sustainable growth 
paths

 Such shifts are beyond means of individual countries.

 Asia-Pacific region as a whole must lead this transformation through forward-looking and 
innovative approaches.

 Regional roadmap to identify regional priorities to be developed.



Agenda Item 5 (c):
High-level Regional Preparatory Meeting 

to Habitat III for Asia-Pacific

Agenda Item 5(d): 
Sixth Asia – Pacific Urban Forum



Sixth Asia – Pacific Urban Forum

Logistics:
 Held in Jakarta on 19-21 October 2015 and organized in partnership with the Government of 

Indonesia, Ministry of Public Works and Housing, together with more than 30 partners.

 Attended by over 900 participants including ministers, mayors and other government officials, 
representatives from academia, urban professionals, the private sector, civil society, grassroots 
leaders, older persons, youth, and international organizations.

 Four plenary sessions – including a mayors round table – 16 parallel sessions and 8 side events; an 
exhibition with almost 30 booths.

 Preceded by the Asia-Pacific Urban Youth Assembly (APUF-Y) convened by the Government of 
Indonesia in partnership wit UN-Habitat and ADB on 17-18 October 2015.

 Followed by the High-level Regional Preparatory Meeting for Habitat III for Asia-Pacific, convened 
by the Government of Indonesia and the Habitat III secretariat on 21 and 22 October 2015.



Sixth Asia – Pacific Urban Forum

Mandate:
 Commission Resolution 70/12 on “Strengthening efforts on human settlements and sustainable

urban development for the Asia-Pacific region”

OP2: The Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific requests the Executive
Secretary, in collaboration with the United Nations Human Settlements Programme and other
concerned bodies and agencies, to organize the sixth Asia-Pacific Urban Forum back-to-back with
the High-level Regional Preparatory Meeting to Habitat III for Asia-Pacific in Indonesia in 2015 in
order to provide substantive input to its deliberations, and to support the Government of
Indonesia in the regional preparations for Habitat III, in particular through the organization of
the High-level Regional Preparatory Meeting to Habitat III for Asia-Pacific.



Sixth Asia – Pacific Urban Forum 
Agenda:
 Over the course of the three-day Forum, participants discussed persistent and emerging issues 

related to sustainable urban development in Asia and the Pacific, and in particular priority issues 
for the region to be considered in the ‘New Urban Agenda’ to be adopted at the third United 
Nations Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development (Habitat III), to be held in 
October 2016 in Quito, Ecuador.

 Plenary sessions held over the three days discussed: 

• Implementing the SDGs and New Urban Agenda - The Role of Local Governments (Mayors 
Round Table)

• Financing the Sustainable Urban Development Agenda

• Towards a People-centered Urban Future

• Climate Smart and Resilient Cities

 Parallel sessions and side events served as a multi-stakeholder regional platform for participants 
to share best practices in critical, emerging urban development issues, including governance, 
planning, financing, land management, housing, resilience, social inclusiveness, gender equality 
and women empowerment, climate change, transport, safety in public spaces, waste 
management and integrated resource management, among others

 The ESCAP secretariat launched the State of Asian and Pacific Cities 2015 report



Sixth Asia – Pacific Urban Forum

Priority areas and main messages:
 The Forum highlighted the importance of sustainable urban development for the achievement of

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its sustainable development goals and priority
issues to be reflected in the Habitat III outcomes

 The Forum adopted the APUF-6 Jakarta ‘Call for Action’. In its 23 points, it outlines critical
issues to be addressed to improve the quality of life of the region’s 2.1 billion urban residents
including progressive national legislation, innovative financing mechanisms, and a stronger, more
engaged civil society

 The Forum clearly highlighted the urgent need for a people-centered approach and the key role
of partnerships among key stakeholders, including different levels of government, civil society
and the private sector

 The ‘Call for Action’ was presented at the High-level Regional Preparatory Meeting for Habitat III
held back-to-back with APUF-6 on 21-22 October 2015 and reflected in its Declaration



Sixth Asia – Pacific Urban Forum

Way Forward:
 Participants urged all levels of government and key stakeholders to take collective action in

implementing the outcomes of the Forum as represented through its ‘Call for Action’

 The ‘Call for Action’ and a Chair’s Summary, being prepared by the ESCAP secretariat, will be
submitted to the Habitat III secretariat and inform the drafting of the “New Urban Agenda”, to
be adopted at Habitat III

 The outcomes of APUF-6 will also be reflected and will inform the regional Habitat III report for
Asia-Pacific, which the ESCAP secretariat has been requested to prepare

 The third and last Preparatory Committee for Habitat III will be hosted by the Government of
Indonesia in Surabaya on 26-28 July 2016. This would provide an important opportunity to
further promote the outcomes of both APUF-6 and the High-level Regional Preparatory Meeting
for Habitat III for Asia-Pacific and ensure a strong Asia-Pacific voice in the global preparatory
process for Habitat III



Agenda Item 5 (e):
2014 Policy Dialogue on Energy for 

Sustainable
Development in Asia and the Pacific



2014 Policy Dialogue on Energy for Sustainable
Development in Asia and the Pacific

The Policy Dialogue on Energy for Sustainable Development in Asia and the Pacific was
organized on 26 - 28 November 2014 in Bangkok, Thailand, by ESCAP secretariat with the
participation of government representatives and experts from 22 member-states and 5
intergovernmental organizations.

The Policy Dialogue was developed to support the implementation of first Asian and Pacific
Energy Forum outcomes and initiatives of member States and relevant global and regional
mandates.



2014 Policy Dialogue on Energy for Sustainable Development in Asia 
and the Pacific

Key deliberations under the agenda :

1. Further promotion of the APEF Implementation Support Mechanism;

2. Development of the Asia-Pacific Energy Data & Policy Information Portal;

3. Review of the Draft Regional Energy Trends Report based on the focus areas identified during the 
2013 Policy Dialogue;

4. Exchanging views on policy options and regional cooperation frameworks to accelerate the 
implementation of APEF Plan of Action, in particular in the two areas:

• Integrating Variable Renewable Energy into the Power Sector

• Promoting High-Efficiency, Low-Emission Coal-Fired Power Plants

5. Identifying the main topics for next Policy Dialogue



Agenda Item 5 (f): 
The Fifth International Forum on Energy 

for Sustainable Development



The Fifth International Forum on Energy for 
Sustainable Development

The Fifth International Forum on Energy for Sustainable Development held in Hammamet, Tunisia, on
4-7 November 2014 was organized by the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), the
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), the Economic and Social Commission
for Western Asia (ESCWA), the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), the
Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) and the Government of Tunisia.

The Forum was attended by the policymakers, resource persons and relevant stakeholders from 57
member-states and a number of international and intergovernmental organizations and research
centers.

Key elements of the agenda: 
 High-Level Panel “Energy policies and international cooperation to achieve objectives of sustainable energy for all (SE4ALL)

initiative”

 Global Workshop of the UN Development Account project “Promoting Energy Efficiency Investments for Climate Change
Mitigation and Sustainable Development” implemented jointly by all five UN Regional Commissions

 Launching of the new UN Development Account project “Promoting Renewable Energy Investments for Climate Change
Mitigation and Sustainable Development” to be implemented by ESCWA and UNECE.

 Workshop “Energy efficiency for sustainable housing” organized by UNECE jointly with ESCAP and ESCWA



The Fifth International Forum on Energy for  Sustainable 
Development

The Fifth International Forum on Energy for Sustainable Development held in Hammamet,
Tunisia, on 4-7 November 2014 was organized by the United Nations Economic Commission
for Europe (UNECE), the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP),
the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), the Economic Commission
for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA)
and the Government of Tunisia.

The Forum was attended by the policymakers, resource persons and relevant stakeholders
from 57 member-states and a number of international and intergovernmental
organizations and research centers.



The Fifth International Forum on Energy for Sustainable 
Development

Main outcomes of the Forum: 
 The Executive Secretaries of all five UN Regional Commissions signed a joint statement

(The Hammamet Declaration) calling on their respective Member States to accelerate transition
to sustainable energy. The statement focuses on three areas for improvement, namely, energy
efficiency, renewable energy and access to modern energy services.

 The Executive Secretaries emphasized that policies need to be redesigned to promote renewable
energy and energy efficiency and more resources are needed to foster energy access. In the
context of the UN's Sustainable Energy for All initiative, the statement stresses that these
actions are imperative to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, address climate change and achieve
sustainable development.

 The Forum focused on building the capacities of countries to implement SE4ALL, as well as
giving private companies investment opportunities in energy efficiency and renewable energy.

Related follow-up actions:
 to organize the Sixth International Forum on Energy for Sustainable Development in 2015 with

the main agenda to develop ways to make the Hammamet Declaration operational, with a
possibility for countries to report on their achievements.



Agenda Item 5 (g):
Regional Workshop on Water and 

Green Growth in Asia and the Pacific 



Regional Workshop on Water and Green Growth
in Asia and the Pacific 

ESCAP & K-Water, Bangkok , 23 -25 February 2015

The following preceding consultation process on W & GG for the 7th WWF : 
• Sept 3, 2014 : 1st Expert Group Meeting at the Stockholm World Water Week

• Nov 20, 2014: 2nd Expert Group Meeting, Seoul, RoK

Outcome:
 The publication, documenting experiences of the region, provided as input to the water and green growth

thematic regional processes of the Seventh World Water Forum, which was held in Daegu and Gyeongbuk,
Republic of Korea, from 12 to 17 April 2015.

Publication was launched at the 7th World Water Forum, series of capacity building initiatives and analytical
reports by the network

Major items of discussion : Water as and Engine for Growth, Protection and Conservation
of Water Resources, Water for an Improved Quality of Life



Regional Workshop on Water and Green Growth in Asia and the 
Pacific 

Follow-up by ESCAP: 

a)continue consulting with World Water Council – the convener of WWF,- and other agencies such
as APWF, ADB, K-Water to follow-up on the implementation roadmap to implement water and
green growth projects;

b)to follow-up on potential joint work with Japan Water Forum, Japan Sanitation Consortia (JSC),
ADB, K-Water, KWF, GWWF, EU, UNSGAB, BORDA, SEI, UN-Habitat, IFAS, APWSC, Myanmar Water
Center.
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