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BACKGROUND

In recent times, one of the biggest challenges Cameroon embraced has been
that of green growth.

Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs) on new projects and audits on
existing production facilities were obligatory but the negative impact posed
on the environment by massive waste emerging from the packaging industry
remained a great challenge. Based on national review, the following issues
needed to be addressed:

1. Policy, institutional and awareness raising

2. Technological innovation (on existing installations)

3. Environmental and health issues

4. Socio-Economic challenges

The above-mentioned, once addressed, not only served as a way forward towards
attaining green development, but also as tools or indicators in
monitoring/measuring green development.



MONITORING TOOLS

1. Policy, institutional and awareness raising:
An enlarged committee (government institutions, industry, and non-governmental
institutions) was established to develop a policy framework that will provide a practical and
flexible approach to catalyse investment and innovation giving rise to sustainable growth,
economic opportunities and environmental protection. This led to:

✓ Joint Ministerial Order No. 004/MINEPDED/MINCOMMERCE of 24 October 2012 to control
the production, importation and commercialisation of non biodegradable packaging
materials in Cameroon. From this Order, the following monitoring tools were put in place to
monitor the policy effectiveness:

i. A manifest to track waste from industry, commercial centres and households
ii. Environmental Permits for industry, importers and distributors;
iii. An information based approach to address consumer and stakeholder behaviour (large

media coverage, publication of awareness raising materials, conferences, etc)

✓ Ban on production, exportation, importation and commercialisation of all non-
biodegradable plastics and plastics less than 60 microns.



MONITORING TOOLS 
(continued)

2. Technological innovation:

✓Upgrading of existing installations to:
i. Manufacture new products addressing environmental

challenges, and carrying labels to show the chemical
composition, full address, etc;

✓Creation of new industries and companies (from 4 to about 200) for
waste recycling;

✓Competitive products



MONITORING TOOLS (continued)

3. Environment and Health Issues

4. Socio-Economic aspects

✓ Providing services and creating job opportunities;
✓Generation of revenue from taxes;
✓ Improved quality and increased trade on waste products;

Reduction in:
✓ The amount of waste reaching the dumpsite;
✓Blocked drainage systems;
✓ Floods;
✓Outbreak of waterborne diseases;
✓A ban on the manufacture, export, import and commercialisation of

unwanted products;



SUGGESTED TOPICS

Green Industrial Policy Lessons learned:
✓ Indicators are not static and therefore can be modified to national

circumstances;
✓ Communication and reporting is important to showcase the progress

made in policy implementation;
✓ Effectiveness depends on efficient coordination and partnership at the

national, and international levels;
✓ Identifying measurement tools and indicators is important

Available tools to measure progress towards green industry,
economy and sustainable trade:
▪ Green growth reports; food and agriculture; energy; biodiversity; water;

development; innovation and technology transfer; freedom of investment
for green growth; green financing; green cities; environmental regulations
and growth; shift towards a low-carbon economy



SUGGESTED TOPICS (continued)

How to measure readiness of economies for inclusive &
sustainable growth and attract foreign direct investment:

FOCAL AREAS Economic
opportunities and 
policies

Environmental
dimension of 
quality of life

Natural assets base Socio-economic
context and 
growth
characteristics

Environmental and 
resource
productivity of the 
economy

MEASURABLE
PARAMETERS

⁻ technology and 
innovation

⁻ Environmental
goods and services

⁻ International 
financial flows

⁻ Regulations and 
management 
approaches

⁻ Skills and training
⁻ Prices and transfers

⁻ Environmental
health and risks

⁻ Environmental
services and 
ammenities
(energy, agriculture, 
transport, trade)

⁻ Renewable stocks
(water, forests, fish
resources)

⁻ Non-renewable
stocks (mineral
resources)

⁻ Biodiversity and 
ecosystems

⁻ Economic growth
and structure

⁻ Productivity and 
trade

⁻ Labour markets, 
education and 
income

⁻ Socio-demographic
patterns

⁻ Carbon and energy
productivity

⁻ Resources
productivity
(materials, 
nutrients, water)

⁻ Multi-factor 
productivity



SUGGESTED TOPICS (continued)

How measurement frameworks help in deriving policy
suggestions:

▪ policy gap analysis of the various sectors at the national level and
feedback on policy relevance,

▪ develop and exchange experience with other countries on standards,
guidelines and best practices,

▪ cooperation and partnership on indicators and measurement
frameworks (UNIDO, UNEP, EU, ETC),

▪ publish measurement frameworks regularly


