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Enhancing Transport Connectivity 
between Asia and Transport 

 Study report completed in September 2020

 An update to the 2019 “Background Document for the 
Inter-regional Expert Group Meeting on Transport 
Connectivity between Asia and Europe” 

 Provides an overview of transport connectivity trends, 
existing challenge, current initiatives, planning and 
institutional arrangements, regulations, and standards

 Includes a new section on the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic on transport connectivity between Asia and 
Europe



Overview of Transport Connectivity 
between Asia and Europe

 Global significance

• 70% of global population

• 55% of global trade

• 65% of global economy

 Benefits of Transport Connectivity 

• Economic growth

• Market expansion 

• Jobs creation

• Competitiveness 

• Trade 



Euro-Asia Transport Connectivity 
Trends

Euro-Asian trade largely transported by sea, more than 95% 
of the volume and 70% of the value of cargo in 2018  

Air cargo between Asia and Europe was less than 2% by 
volume, but over 30% by value

Railways carried 1% of volume and more than 2% of the value

Rail freight transport between Asia and Europe grew by more 
than 500 percent between 2014 and 2016



International freight flows and 
CO2 emissions
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Note: 1. North America; 2. North Atlantic; 3. Europe; 4. Asia; 5. Indian Ocean; 6. Mediterranean and Caspian seas; 7. Africa; 8. South Atlantic; 9. 

Latin America; 10. North Pacific; 11. South Pacific; 12. Oceania; 13. Northern Sea Route.

Source: ITF, 2019

Freight flows to Asia, from Asia, and within 
Asia are expected to grow most.



Current Challenges

 Lack of a sustainable integrated intermodal transport and 
logistics system between Asia and Europe

 Areas of improvement:
1. Infrastructure and traffic control systems

2. Vehicles and rolling stock

3. International road and rail transport (visas, permits)

4. International transport operations

5. Border crossing infrastructure and equipment

6. Intermodal infrastructure, control procedures and operations

7. Euro-Asia policy, planning, institutions and capacity

8. Subregional policy, planning, institutions and capacity

9. National policy, planning, institutions and capacity

10.Data, analysis, monitoring, modelling and studies

11.Best practices and models

12.Financing infrastructure, traffic control systems, vehicles and rolling 
stock

13.Human resources capacity 

14.Transport technological resources 

15.Environment, Social and safety 



Existing Euro-Asia Transport 
Connectivity Initiatives (1)

 European Initiatives 
1. The Trans-European Road Network (TEN-T) 

(1993)

2. Euro-Asian Transport Links (EATL) (1998)

3. Transport Corridor Europe-Caucasus-Asia 
(TRACECA) Programme (1993) and the 
Basic Multilateral Agreement on 
International Transport for Development of 
the Europe-the Caucasus-Asia Corridor 
(MLA) (1998)

 Asian Initiatives 
1. Trans-Asian Railway Project and the 

“Planning and Implementation of 
Demonstration Runs of Container Block-
trains along the Trans-Asian Railway 
Northern Corridor” (ESCAP, 1960s)

2. Intergovernmental Agreement on the Asian 
Highway Network (ESCAP, 2003) 

3. Intergovernmental Agreement on Dry Ports 
(ESCAP, 2016)

ESCAP-initiated demonstration runs of container block-
trains on the Trans-Asian Railway, Northern Corridor.



Existing Euro-Asia Transport 
Connectivity Initiatives (2)

 National Initiative

1. The Belt and Road Initiative (China, 2015)

2. Eurasia Initiative (Korea, 2013) 

Source: Chunjiao Dong, China-Europe freight trains with Belt and 
Road Initiative – Envision of an interconnected Eurasia, 2018 
Northeast Asia International Conference for Economic Development 
(NICE), Niigata.



Regulations and Standards

 Harmonize regulations and standards across Euro-Asia, e.g. 
standardized transport documents 

 Implement technical and regulatory standards, e.g. weights 
and dimensions of vehicles, emissions, and enforcement

 Reduce non-physical barriers for increased efficiency, e.g. 
inconsistent and complicated border-crossing procedures

 United Nations transport and border-crossings facilitation 
conventions and agreements, e.g. UNECE’s working party 
on customs questions affecting transport 



Impact of COVID-19 (1) 

 Disruptions experienced during the COVID-19 pandemic are 
similar across Asia and Europe but the type of policy 
responses implemented, the timing and duration of their 
implementation varied by country and region

 COVID-19 recovery pathways should consider how the 
resilience and sustainability of transport connectivity 
infrastructure and systems could be further improved

Categories of Policy Responses:

◼Infrastructure

◼Border crossing procedures

◼Transport modes

◼Transport crew

◼Cargo

◼Recovery measures 



Impact of COVID-19 (2) 

 A decrease in global economic activity will lead to less freight 
transport demand and in the case of COVID-19, a decrease in 
supply has also been observed

 The suspension of production and border closures have led to a 
decrease in supply

 COVID-19 could reduce global freight transport by up to 36% by 
the end of 2020 

 European countries are projected to experience a 40% decrease in 
freight activity, while Asian countries will experience a decrease 
ranging from 27 to 53%

 There has been an increase in rail freight transport volumes during 
COVID-19 due to the unreliability of maritime freight services and 
the substantial reduction of flights and subsequent high cost of 
aviation between Europe and Asia



Recovery Pathway towards Greater 
System Resilience and Sustainability  

 COVID-19 respond funds – financial support for recovery 
pathways 

 “Build Back Better” – economic recovery considering 
environmental and social impacts

 Modal shift to rail transport – a resilient and reliable mode 

 Regional cooperation

1.Mitigating the impact of cross-border restrictions

2.Allowing better coordination of policy responses across 
regions

3.Sharing of best practices

4.Digitalization of information

5.Enhancing supply chain connectivity



Moving Forward to an Improved Euro-
Asia Transport Connectivity 

 Selection of priority tasks and activities (based on proposed 
recommendations and measures)

 Step-by-step strategy

 Geographical approach

 Sectoral approach 

 Physical / non-physical (barriers) approach

 Dissemination and promotion of existing studies, best 
practices and models 



Thank You


