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ESCAP/CTR/2020/2

The document:
Covers three substantive areas:

1.Enhancing connectivity along the
regional land transport network in
Asia and the Pacific

2. Linking Asia-Pacific to the global
supply chains

3. Building back better: Investing in
resilience and shift to sustainable
freight

The Committee:
Will be invited to 

• Discuss regional transport connectivity for 
supply chain efficiency and resilience against 
the backdrop of the COVID-19 pandemic.

• Provide the secretariat with guidance on the 
three thematic areas

The informal consultations (27 October 2020):
Provided some preliminary feedback
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/CTR6_Preparatory%2
0consultations_Conclusions%20and%20Recommendations.pdf
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❑ Transport and travel costs have the 
highest potential to affect 
international trade during the 
pandemic. 

❑ Impact on all segments of the 
freight transport sector

❑ Deepening connectivity gaps

❑ Call for a global and regional 
cooperation*

*United Nations  system-wide project “Transport  and  

trade connectivity in the age of pandemics: United Nations 
solutions for contactless, seamless and collaborative 

transport and trade”.

COVID-19 response in Asia and the Pacific 

Connectivity and the COVID-19 Pandemic
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❑Enhancing operational 
connectivity

❑Transition towards a 
Smart Asian Highway 
network

❑Coordinating 
emergency response 
efforts
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❑Electronic exchange of 
information

❑Digitization in railways

❑ Smart solutions for 
railways
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❑ Holistic approach 
to dry ports 
development

❑ Digital solutions

❑ Legal frameworks 
for intermodal and 
multimodal 
operations

1.  Enhancing Connectivity along the Regional Land Transport 
Network in Asia and the Pacific 
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2. Linking Asia-Pacific to the global supply chains
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❑Systematic regional 
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❑Integrated 
approach to 
sustainable shipping
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❑ Study report on E-A 
connectivity 

❑ EGM and ECE/ESCAP 
Forum in 2019

❑ Recommendations 
on the institutional 
aspects
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❑Enhancing maritime 
connectivity 

❑Electronic transit 
transport systems 

❑Rail corridor 
coordination 
mechanisms
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3. Building back better: Investing in resilience and shift to sustainable 
freight
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INTEGRATE DECARBONIZATION AND 
SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT MEASURES 

IMPROVE DIGITALIZATION OF 
TRANSPORT SERVICES, E.G. LICENSING 

INCREASE THE RESILIENCE OF 
TRANSPORT 

SUPPORT ECONOMIC GROWTH, 
INCLUDING JOB CREATION 

STRENGTHEN CROSS-BORDER 
CONNECTIVITY 

ADAPT TO THE CHANGES IN BEHAVIOR 

PROTECT TRANSPORT WORKERS 

Policy priorities for the recovery phase

Source: Based on an ESCAP survey on freight transport policy responses to 

COVID-19, conducted in June and July 2020. 

❑ ESCAP work on Enhancing
Shift towards Sustainable
Freight Transport in Asia-
Pacific

❑ Supporting national policies
on sustainable freight

❑ Deepening regional
cooperation on key issues in
sustainable freight transport
within the framework of
ESCAP’s intergovernmental
agreements



7

Agenda item 3 (a)
The Committee may wish to:  

• Discuss regional transport connectivity for supply chain efficiency and 

resilience against the backdrop of the COVID-19 pandemic.

• Provide the secretariat with guidance on:

• Advancing regional land transport connectivity along the Asian 

Highways, Trans-Asian Railways and intermodal corridors involving dry 

ports

• Enhancing the region’s position in the global supply chains, though 

enhanced Euro-Asian connectivity, sustainable maritime connectivity 

and due consideration of the situation of countries with special needs

• Supporting concrete initiatives on resilient and sustainable freight 

transport connectivity.

• Invite the secretariat to reflect these issues in the next Regional Action 

Programme to be developed in 2021. 

Issues for consideration


