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31. Transport 

The region needs to invest in environmentally sustainable transport. 

 
In Asia and the Pacific, the total demand for 
railway passenger transport was slightly less in 
2012 than in 2011 (reduced by less than 1%), 
while railway freight registered an increase of a 
little over 1%. Railway density remained at 6.5 
km per 1,000 km2 in 2011, as in 2009 and 2010, 
for the region. This figure is above that for 
Latin America and the Caribbean at 5.7 km per 
1,000 km2 in 2011, but remains far behind that 
for Europe at 49.9 km per 1000 km2 and the 
world average at 9.5 km per 1,000 km2 in the 
same year. However, to a large extent, this 
points to the large surface area of the Asia-
Pacific region (and the smaller size of Europe). 
Indeed, in terms of railway operating length, the 
region is also home to some of the longest 
railway networks in the world, namely China 
(100,000 km), the Russian Federation (85,500 
km), India (65,000 km) and Australia (40,000 
km).1  

It is interesting to note that it is also in these 
countries that domestic air traffic recorded high 
rates of increase in 2013, compared with the 
previous year. Domestic demand for air travel 
rose in China by 11.7%, in the Russian 
Federation by 9.6%, in India by 4% and in 
Australia by 2.8% in 2013.2 This is in line with 
the large size of these countries, which favours 
air travel over land-based transport. 

Container port traffic, measured in million 20-
foot equivalent units (TEU) per million dollars 
of GDP went down from 14.7 in 2009 to 13.4 
in 2011 in Asia and the Pacific. This figure is 
still ahead of 12.6 for Africa and 7.2 for Latin 
America and the Caribbean in 2011, which both 
experienced a downturn. When measured in 
TEU, however, the region’s figures increased 
from 260.4 in 2009 to 322.9 in 2011, which 
points at the increasing trend of total GDP of 
the Asia-Pacific region. 

The transport sector’s energy consumption in 
Asia and the Pacific, measured in million tons 
of oil equivalent (Mtoe) has been going up 
steadily over the past decade and most recently 
moved up from 690.8 Mtoe in 2010 to 724.3 
Mtoe in 2011 and in turn to 748.5 Mtoe in 
2012. In line with this, CO2 emissions from 
transport have also been on the rise, the latest 
figures showing an increase of 3.3% between 
2011 and 2012, reaching 2,146.5 million tons of 
CO2. Road transport is largely responsible for 
this high figure; 84% of total amount of CO2 
emissions from transport is created in this 
subsector. By the same token, in 2009, the 
number of cars in Asia and the Pacific was 56 
per 1,000 population, which was less than half 
that for Latin America and the Caribbean in the 
same year. 

 

 

 The Asian Highway Network, with 32 member countries, continued to expand between 2010 
and 2012 from 142,804 km to 145,676 km. 

 The region is home to some of the longest railway networks in the world. The Trans-Asian 
Railway Network now comprises 117,500 km of railway.  

 Since 2009, CO2 emissions from transport in the Asia-Pacific region have superseded figures 
recorded for North America, which stood at nearly 1,839 million tons of CO2 in 2012. 1 2 

 

                                                 
1 Data obtained from www.railway-technology.com/features/featurethe-worlds-longest-railway-networks-4180878. 
2 Data obtained from www.iata.org/pressroom/pr/Pages/2014-02-06-01.aspx. 


