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Not only shortage of finance but also lack of know-how and data might be impeding
poverty eradication and achievement of Sustainable development goals (SDGs). Data is important
to new development agenda in several respects. First of all, data is needed for making informed
decisions on best ways to address various development challenges. Knowledge and expertise
sharing is also required to facilitate development. Second, rigorous data is usually needed to
assess if the funded projects were beneficial for the target population. Third, since SDGs are more
complex and multidimensional that their predecessor, MDGs, more sophisticated data will be
needed to assess their achievement.

Data is difficult to collect. Some MDGs poverty data were in fact projected data due to
inability to collect timely information®. It is estimated that $1 bln will be needed every year for
world’s poorest countries to put in place statistical systems that are able to measure SDGs’.
Other estimates are even higher and somewhat alarming®.

We are witnessing an enormous quantitative increase of available data relevant for
development, big data revolution. But at the same time it might be just data deluge as much of
the data collected just sits on shelfs and does not play a positive role in development. For data to
be useful it has to be high-quality, timely, reliable and most importantly relevant to information
needs of those who will use it. According to a recent survey only 28% of development
professionals have actually seen examples of big data being used”.

So in relation to data revolution researchers might be asking themselves questions on
what is the cost-benefit ratio of rising amounts of data and what are the ways to ensure that
increased amounts of expensive data actually play a positive role in SDGs.

Russia has been engaged in knowledge sharing with its development partners for long
time. Technical cooperation is provided mostly to CIS countries in education, including its quality
assessment, health, including pediatric care and infectious diseases control, agriculture, financial
management etc. Russia has been supporting development of statistical systems in East Europe
and Central Asia. At the same time there is a lack of data and information on Russian
development assistance itself which might be impeding its effectiveness. So far Russia has been
collecting and providing to OECD only aggregated data, no information on sectoral distribution or
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project level is available. Also there is no evaluation system in place. Much is to be improved in
that respect.



