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Priorities
 Vienna Programme of Action for Landlocked Developing
Countries for the Decade 2014-2024 established 6 priority
areas that should be tackled in order to help LLDCs overcome
their geographical condition.

 Priority 1: Fundamental transit policy issues
 Priority 2: Infrastructure development and maintenance
(a) Transport infrastructure

ESCAP region: landlocked countries
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Asian Highway Network

• Connecting 32 countries
• Intergovernmental Agreement on the AH Network sets naming, classification and design standards
• Vital connectivity especially for landlocked countries

Trans Asian Railway

• 117500km of railway lines of international importance connecting 27 countries
• Important transport corridors with huge economic potential for transiting countries (both
landlocked and coastal countries)
• Faster than maritime transport (Asia-Europe)
• Lower environment impact
• Dry ports promote multimodality

Landlocked countries
is also Land-linked countries
EXAMPLES:
• Khorgos Gateway
• North–South Transnational Corridor
• Greater Mekong Subregion East-West
Corridor

ESCAP Transport Facilitation Tools
Regional Frameworks
• Regional Strategic Framework for the Facilitation of International Road Transport
• Regional Cooperation Framework for Facilitation of International Railway Transport

Four mutually complementary models
• Time/Cost-Distance Methodology: identifying barriers and monitoring performance from
starting to ending points
• Secure Cross-border Transport Model: providing real-time monitoring enroute
• Model on Integrated Controls at Border Crossings: simplified and streamlined procedures at
border crossings
• Efficient Cross-border Transport Model: more efficient transport arrangement across borders

Forthcoming
Standard Model for Logistics Information System, Model Bilateral and Subregional Road Transport
Agreements, Model multilateral permits for international road transport

Regional Strategic Framework for
the Facilitation of International Road Transport
Common targets/strategies for essential issues
1. road transport permits & traffic rights
2. visas for professional drivers & crew
3. temporary importation of road vehicles
4. insurance of vehicles
5. vehicle weights & dimensions
6. vehicle registration & inspection certificates
Common approaches for key modalities for facilitation
1. building an effective legal regime
2. wider application of new technologies
3. development of professional training
4. establishment/strengthening of national coordination mechanisms
5. promotion of joint control at border crossings
6. promotion of economic zones at border crossings, dry ports and logistics centres
7. further application of facilitation tools

Regional Cooperation Framework for
the Facilitation of International Railway Transport

Identifies 4 fundamental issues for facilitation of international railway
transport
1.
2.
3.
4.

Standards for railway infrastructure, facilities and equipment
Break of gauge
Different legal regimes for railway transport contracts
Coordination of regulatory controls and inspections at border-interchange stations

Identifies 11 priority areas for cooperation among member countries to
facilitate railway transport in the region

Regional Cooperation Framework for
the Facilitation of International Railway Transport
Priority areas for cooperation among member countries to facilitate railway
transport in the region
1. participation in international railway organizations (OSZhD, OTIF)
2. formulation of subregional and bilateral agreements on the facilitation of railway
transport
3. cooperation to standardize cross-border railway operations
4. use of advance passenger/cargo information system(s)
5. arrangements for the exchange of wagons
6. use of new technologies in train operations as well as in container tracking
7. developing human resources for cross-border railway operations (visas, training,
conditions of service)
8. establishment of logistics centres/dry ports and maintenance hubs at or near border
interchange stations, particularly along railway freight corridors
9. simplification of the intermodal interface of railways with maritime, air and road
transport
10. promotion of the corridor approach in the facilitation of international railway transport
11. work towards paperless railway freight transport

Facilitation tools:
Time-Cost-Distance Model

Time-Cost-Distance Model
Example: Tianjin – Ulaanbaatar Railway Link

Time-Cost-Distance Model
Example: Tianjin – Ulaanbaatar Railway Link

Secure Cross-border Transport Model
Secured real-time tracking enroute through e-Seal,
RFID.

Other transport facilitations tools
 Model on Integrated Controls at Border Crossings

simplified and streamlined procedures at border crossings

 Efficient Cross-border Transport Model

more efficient transport arrangement across borders

Forthcoming
 Standard Model for Logistics Information System

A public platform that allows for harmonized and simplified information exchanges between transport and logistics
service providers, relevant government agencies and private stakeholders at national and trans-national level.

 Model Bilateral and Subregional Road Transport Agreements
 Model multilateral permits for international road transport

to be used as guides by countries (re)negotiating agreements:
Model subregional agreement on transport facilitation;
Model bilateral agreement on international road transport
Model multilateral permit for international road transport, as support for
implementation of existing and future agreements

Examples of on-going projects of
relevance 
 Enhancing efficiency and effectiveness of cross-border transport on the
Asian Highway Network

 Comprehensive planning of Eurasian transport corridors to strengthen the
intra and inter-regional transport connectivity

 Harmonization of standards on weights, dimensions and emissions of road
vehicles for facilitation of transport along the Asian Highway network

Ministerial Conference on Transport
5-9 December, Moscow
Major issues:
 Sustainable Development Goals and transport
 Regional transport infrastructure connectivity
 Regional transport operational connectivity
 Strengthening of transport connectivity between Asia and Europe
 Transport connectivity for least developed countries, landlocked developing countries and small island developing
States
 Rural connectivity to wider networks
 Sustainable urban transport
 Improving road safety
Trilateral inter-government road transport agreement to be sign during MCT in Moscow
 Intergovernmental Agreement on International Road Transport along the Asian Highway Network
 Negotiations concluded between China, Mongolia and Russian Federation in March 2016 to be signed on 8
December during MCT in Moscow
 Carriers have the right to perform international road transport operations by means of vehicles registered on the
territory of one of the contracting parties, along designated routes.
 The quota of permits is determined by a Joint Committee;
 This agreement will be open for accession to all Asian Highway member States, after its entry into force.
 ESCAP can provide support and assistance to other interested member States.
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