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President Moon proposed the EARC Initiative on August 15 2018, 

for Mutual Prosperity and Peace in East Asia.

- Related countries: ROK, DPRK, China, Russia, Mongolia, USA and Japan

Development of a one-day life 

zone and trading via railways

1. What is EARC Initiative?
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There are lots of business opportunities 

surrounding the East Asia Railway Community

1) There are lots of many opportunities for railway logistics and 

passenger transportation in East Asia, including the demand

derived from marine and airport logistics. 
► This can be realized by modernization of outdated railways in Northeast Asia

and by connection of missing links in the region.

► Major Korean cities can be connected with major Chinese cities within 3 to 5 

hours, including potential cold chains and courier services capabilities.



2. Characteristics of EARC Initiative

Country Total Area(㎢)
Population

(10,000 people)

GDP

(hundred million$)

Rail Length

(km)

Rep. of Korea 99,720 5,181 15,302 4,056

DPRK 120,538 2,573 149 5,248

Mongolia 1,567,000 316 115 1,818

China 9,600,000 142,006 122,377 124,000

Russia 17,080,000 14,390 15,775 85,375

Japan 377,801 12,685 48,721 19,885

USA 9,365,855 33,909 193,906 228,218

Total

(percentage of total, %)

38,210,914

(25.6%)

211,060

(27.4%)

396,345

(49.8%)

468,600

(40.0%)

► Combined population: Among total world population of 7.7 billion people, about 

27.4% is living in the EARC nations.

► Combined GDP: Among total world GDP of 79.5 trillion$, about 49.8% is produced in 

the EARC nations. 

This is the region where global demand of railway passengers and freight transportation 

is concentrated on.

Source : Korea Development Institute (KDI)



2. Characteristics of EARC Initiative

► Rail Network of EARC

- Rail network linking major industrial hubs of EARC nations.



3. Role and Vision of EARC Initiative

► Role of EARC Initiative

- Policy: Regional development policy, Logistics investment policy

- Operation: Mitigation of border-crossing problems, Customs clearance agreement

- Investment: Construction and modernization of facilities, Transit-oriented development

- Financing: International Cooperation for financing, Multi-lateral development banks 

and private sector investment

- Human Resources: Joint research and development, Exchange of people and 

information

► Vision of EARC Initiative

Space

Economy

One Day Life Zone

World’s Largest Economic Hub

Culture

Politics

Combined Value with Land/Sea

Horizontal Cooperative Relationship



4. Chronology of Events

- President Moon proposed the EARC Initiative on August 15, 2018.

- President Moon requested for support for the EARC Initiative at the 73rd UN 

General Assembly on September 26, 2018.

- A Study on the Establishment of Strategy for Implementation of EARC 

Initiative was launched in February 2019.

- An International Symposium on EARC Initiative was held on March 14, 2019.

- International Seminar on EARC Initiative was held on Sept. 4, 2019.

- President Moon proposed the Peace Economy on Korean Peninsula at the 74th

UN General Assembly September 25, 2019.



5. EARC Initiative and its Potential Projects

► 30 economic cooperation projects and four railway lines that would facilitate efficient 

freight transportation.
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Source : Korea Development Institute (KDI)
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►

In 2014-2015 the three countries’ heads of state met twice to hammer out an agreement on a Roadmap for

Development of Trilateral Cooperation which builds on the existing initiatives adding a new layer of connectivity

coined as the CMREC corridor.

The proposed route of the CMREC involves high-speed rail and road links, and is divided into two lines: the

first connecting the Bohai Bay Economic Circle including Beijing/Tianjin/Hebei region to Russia via Hohhot, 

Inner Mongolia and the second from Dalian to Chita in Russia via Shenyang, Changchun, Harbin, Manzhouli.

Source: Global Infrastructure Connectivity Alliance (GICA)
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►
Source: Ministry of Transport of the Russian Federation
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►

Source : Korea Development Institute (KDI)
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►

Source : Energy Intelligence
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►
Source : Korea Development Institute (KDI)
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5. EARC Initiative &its Potential Projects- Int’l Cooperation

► We need to accelerate international cooperation to establish the EARC.

It is never too much to emphasize the importance of International 

cooperation in the realization of EARC.

►We need to utilize the existing international organizations such as GTI, 

UNESCAP, OSJD, etc., and strengthen international cooperation with 

them.

We need to benchmark the case of ECMT (European Conference of 

Ministers of Transport) and ITF (International Transport Forum).

► In this regard, an International Forum on East Asia Railway Community

will be set up in early 2020. Your active participation in this International 

Forum would be greatly appreciated.



► Tentative Source : Korea Development Institute (KDI)
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◆Mongolian General Tonyuquq said, " Those who build a castle

get ruined, and those who build a road prosper."

Цайзыг барьсан хүмүүс сүйрч байна, замаа босгож байгаа 

хүмүүс.

THANK YOU


