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Background

In 2016

• The Asia-Pacific statistical community endorsed a collective

vision and framework for action that identified five action areas

for transformation and set a vision for Asia-Pacific region:

“The countries of Asia and the Pacific have the capacity to

produce, disseminate and use the core set of population and

social statistics by 2030”.

• The Committee on Statistics endorsed Implementation Plan of

the Regional Strategy to Improve Population and Social

Statistics, which spelled out following goals:

Goal 1: Enable policy environment and maintain demand and support

Goal 2: Improve availability and quality of disaggregated statistics

Goal 3: Data accessibility, analysis, interpretation and use



In 2017

• In 2017, the RSG-PSS was established to oversee the

implementation of the Regional Strategy to achieve its vision.

- 28 member states and 10 international agencies

- 1st meeting in 2017 and developed its workplan for

all three goal areas.

Background (cont.)



Overview of results

Questionnaire “Call for inputs on meeting agenda”



Topic 2. Data integration: key asset for sustainable 

statistical systems to leave no one behind

Topic 4. Data accessibility and data communication: 

the ultimate mission of a responsive NSS

Topic 3. Tools and opportunities to engage with 

policy makers and other users at country level 

Topic 1. Developing a sustainable integrated system 

of population and social statistics in support of 

SDGs

Topic 5. Selected SDG areas where data production 

is challenging in the Asia-Pacific region

How each topic is relevant to 

countries’ needs



Key priority issues mentioned under each topic

1. Data integration: key asset 

for sustainable statistical 

systems to leave no one behind

• Data integration, technical 

and operational issues

• Harmonization issues

• Improving census

• Use of big data and related 

issues

2. Data communication and data 

accessibility: the ultimate 

mission of a responsive NSS

• Data communication issues

• Developing analytical reports

• Open data and challenges

• Micro data availability and use

• Statistical literacy

3. Tools and opportunities to 

engage with policy makers and 

other users at country level

• Localizing SDG indicators

• Improving coordination 

mechanisms at national and 

international levels

• Available policy-data 

integration tools (i.e. EPIC)

4. Developing a sustainable 

integrated system of population 

and social statistics in support 

of SDGs

• Use of administrative data

• Integration of household 

surveys

• Improving national coordination

• Coordination of statistical 

activities by international 

agencies

5. Selected SDG areas where 

data production is challenging in 

the Asia-Pacific region

• International Migration (SDG 10)

• Crime and Justice (SDG 16)

• Poverty/Inequality (SDG 1)

• Gender equality (SDG 5)

• Disability (as one of the 

disaggregations)



Household surveys conducted in the countries

Household surveys
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Labor Force Survey (LFS) 26 3 10 2 5 0 3 3

Household Income and Expenditure Survey (HIES) 26 1 6 1 3 0 8 7

Demography and Health Survey (DHS) 24 1 1 0 1 2 3 16

Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS) 19 0 0 0 1 1 2 15

Time Use Survey (TUS) 16 0 0 0 0 3 3 10

Living Standards Measurement Survey (LSMS) 15 0 1 0 3 0 5 6

Violence Against Women Survey (VAW) 13 0 0 0 1 0 1 11

Internet Users Survey (IUS) 12 0 1 1 8 0 2 0

Socio multi-purpose survey 5 0 0 1 2 0 0 2

Crime Victimization Survey (CVS) 5 0 0 1 2 0 1 1

*on average each country conducts about 7 surveys a year



Ideas about future of RSG-PSS 

• Improve follow-up mechanism

• Increase meeting frequency

• Enhance sharing of knowledge and experience

• Provide capacity building opportunities

• Form working groups on specific topics

• Improve south-south cooperation

• Improve coordination between countries and

development partners



Meeting Objectives

• To identify critical challenges where regional initiatives can

support countries to develop an integrated system of

population and social statistics and ensure they are properly

used to monitor global and national SDGs

• To review organization, activities and outputs of the RSG-

PSS to effectively meet the needs of national statistical

systems and in line with the Collective Vision and Framework

for Action by the Asia-Pacific statistical community



Meeting Agenda

• Topic 1. Developing a sustainable integrated system of

population and social statistics in support of SDGs

• Topic 2. Data integration: key asset for sustainable statistical

systems to leave no one behind

• Topic 3. Tools and opportunities to engage with policy makers

and other users at country level

• Topic 4. Data accessibility and data communication: the ultimate

mission of a responsive NSS

• Topic 5. Selected SDG areas where data production is

challenging in the Asia-Pacific region (“International Migration”

and “Crime and justice”)

• Topic 6. Future of the Regional Strategy for Population and

Social Statistics
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