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1. Why is Water important?

2. Water and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

3. SDG 6 in Asia and the Pacific: state of play

4. What ESCAP promotes to its member States in terms of 

water and sanitation

5.  Water, tourism and the hotel industry

STRUCTURE



United Nations Economic and Social 

Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP)

• 53 Member States and 9 Associate Members

• Covering the Asia-Pacific region: 
– home to 4.1 billion people, 

or 2/3 of the world’s population

• Set up 1947. Headquartered in Bangkok.

• Mandate: Regional cooperation for economic and social development.

• How? Analysis, policy dialogue, peer-learning, policy advice

• ESCAP brings countries together to address issues, including issues that:
– are transboundary in nature, or that would benefit from collaborative inter-country 

approaches;

– all or a group of countries in the region face, for which it is necessary to learn from each 
other;

– benefit from regional or multi-country involvement;

– are of a sensitive or emerging nature and require further advocacy and negotiation.



1. WATER IS LIFE & the Water Life Cycle

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=81rESqYzYSs

Most water (97%) is in the oceans, which cover 71% of the Earth’s surface. 

3% is freshwater, two-thirds of which is tied up as ice in glaciers and at the 

poles. This leaves approximately 1% as freshwater in rivers, lakes, the 
atmosphere and in groundwater.



2. WATER & THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS (SDGs)



Goal 6: Ensure access to water and sanitation for all

Clean, accessible water for all is an essential part of the world we want to 
live in. There is sufficient fresh water on the planet to achieve this. 

But due to bad economics or poor infrastructure, every year millions of 
people, most of them children, die from diseases associated with 
inadequate water supply, sanitation and hygiene.

Water scarcity, poor water quality and inadequate sanitation negatively 
impact food security, livelihood choices and educational opportunities 
for poor families across the world. Drought afflicts some of the world’s 
poorest countries, worsening hunger and malnutrition.

By 2050, at least one in four people is likely to live in a country affected 
by chronic or recurring shortages of fresh water.

2. WATER & THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS (SDGs)



• By 2030, achieve universal and equitable access to safe and affordable drinking 
water for all
• By 2030, achieve access to adequate and equitable sanitation and hygiene for all 
and end open defecation, paying special attention to the needs of women and girls 
and those in vulnerable situations
• By 2030, improve water quality by reducing pollution, eliminating dumping and 
minimizing release of hazardous chemicals and materials, halving the proportion of 
untreated wastewater and substantially increasing recycling and safe reuse globally
• By 2030, substantially increase water-use efficiency across all sectors and ensure 
sustainable withdrawals and supply of freshwater to address water scarcity and 
substantially reduce the number of people suffering from water scarcity
•By 2030, implement integrated water resources management at all levels, including 
through transboundary cooperation as appropriate
• By 2020, protect and restore water-related ecosystems, including mountains, forests, 
wetlands, rivers, aquifers and lakes
• By 2030, expand international cooperation and capacity-building support to 
developing countries in water- and sanitation-related activities and programmes, 
including water harvesting, desalination, water efficiency, wastewater treatment, 
recycling and reuse technologies
• Support and strengthen the participation of local communities in improving water 
and sanitation management



3. SDG6 IN ASIA AND THE PACIFIC



• 1990-2015, safe drinking 

access percentage grew from 74 

to 94%. 

• 20% increase in access to safe 

drinking water in South and 

South-West Asia since 1990.

• 1990-2015, access to 

sanitation increased from 44 to 

65%

But...

• Increasing groundwater stress 

with unsustainable withdrawals 

of freshwater. 

• Wastewater treatment as low 

as 4 %. 



• In 2012, 1.52 billion without 

improved sanitation; approx. ½ 

of rural pop. 

• Decline of glacier lakes 

affecting major river basins, 

home to 1.2 billion. 

• Water linked to other 

resources (water–energy-food 

nexus) 



2012 Data on wastewater treatment in islands states or 

states with islands with high level of tourism

Country % of treated 

wastewater

Maldives 4.6%

Philippines 0.5%

Thailand 16%

Malaysia 8.5%



� Overall promoting 

resource efficient, 

integrated and sustainable 

water management, 

including trans-boundary 

management

4. WHAT ESCAP PROMOTES TO ITS MEMBER STATES IN 

TERMS OF WATER AND SANITATION



� Integration of SDG 6 and other goals



IN SRI LANKA 

Development 

Concerns: 

Water resources, 

Sanitation, Gender, 

Education,  Energy

IN SRI LANKA 

Development 

Concerns: 

Water resources, 

Sanitation, Gender, 

Education,  Energy

METHODOLOGICAL STEPS
1. Mapping linkages between goals

2. Institutional mapping using the system thinking approach

3. Identification of leverage points for effective and impactful policy planning



� Localization of SDGs

�Stakeholder engagement & partnerships

-including with the private sector 

- incentivize collaborative frameworks (UN Guidelines 

and Global Compact, working with major foundations)

4. WHAT ESCAP PROMOTES TO ITS MEMBER STATES IN 

TERMS OF WATER AND SANITATION



�Adopting green and efficient technologies & promoting 

waste to resource schemes (e.g. anaerobic digestion 

producing biogas)

4. WHAT ESCAP PROMOTES TO ITS MEMBER STATES IN 

TERMS OF WATER AND SANITATION



�Integration with other SDGs & Nexus Approaches

4. WHAT ESCAP PROMOTES TO ITS MEMBER STATES IN 

TERMS OF WATER AND SANITATION



4. WHAT ESCAP PROMOTES TO ITS MEMBER STATES IN 

TERMS OF WATER AND SANITATION

� Enable Sustainable Business Models for Waste Water and 

Energy Services

�Bridging the financial gap for implementation of the SDG6

Realize implementation of decentralized and centralized water-related SDG

solutions, which are self-sustainable, generating the long-term cash-flow, and

attractive for impact investments at multiple scales.



5. Water, tourism and the hotel sector

• Tourism is a major source of income in this region

– Low-cost airlines and increasing wealth boosting arrivals:

o 300 million international tourists in 2016 

o Projected to reach 549 million in 2027

• Water critical for tourism. But water is already scarce in many 
locations.

• Hotels have a strong commercial and moral imperative to 
address water: 

o Large water consumption by guests and premises in tropical climates. 

o Seasonality, and water-scarcity in locations. 

o Water  use  accounts for 10% of utility bills in many hotels

o Lack of wastewater treatment is impacting water access, the quality of 
sea water and ecosystems.



Water consumptions in hotels in different climates

Source: 

http://www.greenhotelier.o

rg/know-how-

guides/water-

management-and-

responsibility-in-hotels/



What hotels can do

Establish a water management and conservation plan
� Start measuring water consumption at all water consuming points (rooms, 

swimming pools, grounds, kitchens, housekeeping)

� Set tangible targets for reducing water use

� Calculate cost-savings and payback periods to enhance the business case

� Establish water conservation plan 

o Carry out  water audits, to show were most costs savings can be had

o Benchmark with other industry players

o Train staff

� Join certification schemes

Some technical solutions:
� Low-flow technology installation  

� Waste-water treatment and re-use of grey water where possible, e.g. flushing 

toilets, gardening, ponds, etc.

� Rainwater harvesting

� Linen re-use

� Reduce the use of bottled water



Reporting and Risk Management
• World Business Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD) Global Water Tool

• WWF Water Risk Filter

• WRI Aqueduct

• The Global Reporting Initiative

• CDP Water Program

• Carbon Trust Water Standard

Accreditation and further reading
The Travel Foundation, Greener Accommodations

International Tourism Partnership, Environmental Management for Hotels

Tourism Concern, Water Equity in Tourism: A Human Right, a Global Responsibility 

2012

United Nations, UN Global Compact CEO Water Mandate

International Tourism partnership Water Working Group

SWITCH ASIA work on Sustainable Tourism



Thank you for your attention!


