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Background

Population dynamics in many countries of Africa and the Asia-

Pacific region mean that…

…there is a window of opportunity to benefit from a growing 

working age population and reap the demographic dividend.

But many challenges remain in the context of:

• Investments in youth 

• Women’s empowerment

• Creating conditions for sustainable socioeconomic 

development
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Population growth rate, %, selected Asia-
Pacific countries, by ESCAP subregion
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Source: World Population Prospects 2017

Country 2000 2018 2030 2050

China 0.6 0.4 0.0 -0.5

Japan 0.2 -0.2 -0.5 -0.6

Republic of Korea 0.7 0.3 0.1 -0.5

Lao PDR 1.6 1.5 1.0 0.3

Malaysia 2.3 1.3 0.9 0.4

Thailand 1.0 0.2 -0.1 -0.6

Timor-Leste 1.7 2.1 2.0 1.5

Afghanistan 3.9 2.3 1.8 1.0

India 1.8 1.1 0.7 0.2

Nepal 1.8 1.1 0.7 0.2

Russian Federation -0.4 0.0 -0.3 -0.2

Australia 1.1 1.3 0.9 0.7

Fiji 0.5 0.7 0.4 -0.1

Papua New Guinea 2.6 2.0 1.7 1.1

ESCAP 1.2 0.8 0.5 0.0



Asia-Pacific old-age support 
ratios 

Number of those aged 15-64 per person aged 65+, 

selected Asia-Pacific countries

Source: World Population Prospects 2017

Country 2018 2050

China 6.4 2.3

India 10.8 5.0

Japan 2.2 1.4

Republic of Korea 5.0 1.5

Thailand 6.0 2.0

Afghanistan 20.9 12.1

Timor-Leste 14.7 13.2
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Source: ESCAP based on UNICEF online statistical database. 

Asia-Pacific net secondary education 

attendance ratios, latest year 
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Poverty reduction between 1990 and 2013 ($1.90 & 
$3.20), selected Asia-Pacific countries

Source: World Bank PovcalNet: the on-line tool for poverty measurement, available at: http://iresearch.worldbank.org/PovcalNet/home.aspx.
Note: Data used for the years of 1990 and 2013-2016.



Average income per day for bottom 40% and top 
10%, selected Asia-Pacific countries, latest year

8Source: ESCAP calculations based on World Bank PovcalNet figures: the on-line tool for poverty measurement, available at: 
http://iresearch.worldbank.org/PovcalNet/home.aspx and the World Bank Indicators database, 2013.:



Cost of closing poverty gaps in selected 
Asia-Pacific countries, as percentage of GDP 

9Source: ESCAP calculations based on World Bank PovcalNet figures: the on-line tool for poverty measurement, available at: 
http://iresearch.worldbank.org/PovcalNet/home.aspx and the World Bank Indicators database, 2013.
Note: GDP measure used for calculation is 2013 GDP, PPP (constant).

:



Individuals deprived of access to basics, 
selected Asia-Pacific countries, latest year 
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Source: ESCAP elaboration based on 20 DHS and MICS household surveys. Percentages represent proportion of relevant population
with no access to selected opportunities. For adequate nutrition, children 0-5, for professional help during childbirth and modern 
contraception the relevant population women 15-49, for education a cohort of ages 25-35 and for employment ages 15-64. 
Inadequate access to nutrition is defined here as share of children 0-5 who are stunted, wasted or overweight.



Percentage of GDP investment in education, health & 
social protection, selected Asia-Pacific countries, 
latest year 
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Source: ESCAP calculations based on UNESCO, World Bank and ILO.:
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Development Account (DA) is a capacity development 

programme of the UN Secretariat.

Established since 1997, DA has 335 projects across the 

world under the auspices of DESA.

Currently, 11th Tranche, 46 active projects over thematic 

areas such as:

Overview and Objectives

• Population

• Gender

• Social development

• Energy

• Governance

• Science and 

technology

• International trade
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Africa and Asia and the Pacific are the world’s most 

youthful regions. Both face socioeconomic and political 

pressures to attain equitable access to education, decent 

employment, etc. South-South collaboration is much 

needed.

In this context, the “Demographic Dividend with a Gender 

Dimension” Project aims to support member States to 

simultaneously reach gender equality and harness the 

demographic dividend.

Overview and Objectives, cont.
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The Project will produce and disseminate knowledge 

products, statistical tools for policy monitoring and evaluation, 

and virtual and physical platforms for policy dialogue.

The Project will offer multiple platforms for interregional 

dialogue on what works and why to progress over gender 

equality and harnessing the demographic dividend.

• Inception Meetings

• National Training Workshops

• Regional Dialogue Workshops

• Interregional Dialogue Workshops

Overview and Objectives, cont.



Target Countries 15

The Project followed 3 selection criteria:

• Regional and subregional diversity

• Countries with appropriate demographic dynamics

• Country capacity to continue the project beyond its life cycle

Target Countries:

• Africa: Nigeria, South Africa & Uganda 

• Asia and the Pacific: Pakistan, Papua New Guinea & Timor-

Leste

In addition, good-practice countries: Ghana & Zambia, Malaysia 

& Republic of Korea will enrich discussion during regional and 

interregional policy dialogues with their lessons learned.



ECA will execute the Project in 

partnership with ESCAP 

between 2018 and 2021. 

ESCAP and ECA will be 

collaborating with UN resident 

coordinator offices, ILO, 

UNDP, UNESCO, UNFPA, 

UNICEF and UN Women, along 

with their respective 

subregional offices.
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Implementing Entities and StakeholdersImplementing Entities and Stakeholders
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The Project has key stakeholders in each target country:

• Gender equality and women’s empowerment agencies

• Youth development agencies

• Population affairs agencies

• National Statistical Offices

The Project will work with focal points from each key stakeholder 

during the implementation phase. These focal points will participate in 

the main events of the Project and travel to other countries.

Other stakeholders include

• Other line ministries 

• Civil society organizations 

• Academia

• Private sector

• UN agencies

Implementing Entities and Stakeholders, 

cont.



Linkages to Sustainable Development Goals
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The project is expected to contribute to the following SDGs:

• SDG 3 - Ensure healthy lives and promote well being for all at all ages

• SDG 4 - Ensure inclusive and quality education for all and promote 

lifelong learning

• SDG 5 - Achieve gender equality and empower all women

• SDG 8 - Promote inclusive and sustainable economic growth full and 

productive employment and decent work for all

• SDG 10 – Reduce inequality within and among countries.

In total, there are around 20 indicators for which the Project could 

support country progress.
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Introduce the Project and review its key features.

Validate the project strategy – the logical framework behind 

the Project - and receive feedback from all stakeholders to 

improve the strategy as early as possible. Identify context-

specific risks.

Discuss how national stakeholders will implement the Project 

and specific assistance they will need from ESCAP.

Agree on an action plan with roles and responsibilities of the 

implementing entity and national stakeholders for 2018-2019.

Purpose of Inception Meeting



Thank you

https://www.unescap.org/our-work/social-development/youth

Marco Roncarati

Social Affair Officer

Social Development Division

roncarati@un.org

20


