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General Overview of Road Safety Globally
•
•
•
•
•

More than 1.35 million lives each year (over 25% in Asia).
Road traffic crashes: 8th leading cause of death.
First leading cause of death for those aged 5–29 years.
Up to 50 million injuries.
3 times higher death rates in low‐income countries than in
high‐income countries.
• Massive economic, social and health costs

Sources: WHO, 2018 and https://vizhub.healthdata.org/gbd‐compare
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Road Safety in Asia: WHO (2018)
Rates of road traffic death per 100,000 population: 2013,2016
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Distribution of Deaths by Road User Type

Source: WHO, 2018
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Road Traffic Death by Country Income Category
Proportion of population, road traffic death and vehicles by
income of countries

No. of countries where a change in the no. of
road traffic deaths

Source: WHO, 2018
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Sustainable Development Goals for Road safety
(September 2015)
By 2020, to halve the number of global deaths and
injuries from road traffic crashes.

By 2030, to provide access to safe, affordable
accessible and sustainable transport systems for all,
improving road safety, notably by expanding public
transport, with special attention to the needs of those
in vulnerable situations, women, children, persons
with disabilities, and older persons.
Source: UN Sustainable Development Goals, 2015

Global(Voluntary) Performance Indicators for Road
Safety Risk Factors (and their targets)

Road Crash Data Challenges in Asian Countries
• No robust data in road traffic
fatalities and injuries
• Not all countries have vital
registration systems to provide info
on cause of death
• Police data is often the best source;
however, countries still have no
consistent definition of a road traffic
death for use in police databases
• Also, police data are underreported
in many countries. It is estimated
that half of the road accident data is
not reported
Source: WHO, 2018

No. of fatalities on the road as reported by the
Police Vs. Health Sector in ASEAN cities
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Number of Road Traffic Deaths Reported and Estimated

Source: WHO, 2018

Under‐reporting of Data

Source: Global Road Traffic Fatalities, Statistical Overview by Region, FIA, 2017

Why data is so important?
“What is not measured is unknown……and what is unknown cannot be managed”
• To prioritize road safety vis a vis other public health issues
• Assess the full nature of the road safety problem (who is at risk ? When ? Why ? )
• Assess the real economic costs associated with road crashes
• To receive the right level of investment
• Design the most (cost) effective road safety interventions
• Monitor progress and adjust work plan
• Data on the magnitude of the problem and the risk factors are essential to develop a
systematic approach to road safety: At the heart of a SAFE SYSTEM APPROACH
• “The availability of data and information and its analysis is key to its development of
strategic planning”
• To generate baselines on road safety in each country, to help governments addressing their
interventions and assessing the effectiveness of their programs
• This is not only for measuring global progress, but also to create a healthy competition among
countries
Source: WHO Global Status Report on Road Safety & WHO Data systems, World Report on Road Traffic Injury Prevention.

Improving road safety can have a positive impact on
the GDP
• Gain in GDP pc (real GDP at constant national prices, 2011 USD)
• The cost of inaction is the difference between projected gains and status
quo scenario9
7% to 22% additional increase in GDP
per capita over 24 years can be
achieved through 50% reduction in
road traffic injuries.

Source: World Bank, 2018

Cost of Road Safety: Philippines

Estimated fatalities in Philippines

Estimated proportion of economic loss from
road accidents in GDP

Source: ADB‐ASEAN Regional Road Safety Program Accident Costing Report in the Philippines, ADB, 2015
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The Safe System Approach
• Speeding
• Alcohol and other psychoactive substances
• Nonuse of motorcycle helmets, seat belts and
child restraints
• Distracted driving
• Unsafe road infrastructure
• Unsafe vehicles
• Inadequate post‐crash care
• Inadequate law enforcement of traffic laws
Vulnerable road users are 50–75% of deaths

Taiwan’s Enforcement Counter Measure History

Source: Toyota Info Tech Envisioning Mobility

What is a Road Safety Observatory (RSO)?
• A network :
 Policy level
 Data experts

• A forum to exchange and discuss





Policy issues
Technical and methodological issues
Experiences
Learn from each other

• A common database
• Common surveys, annual reports, joint research
16

Regional Safety Observatory
Objectives:
• To accelerate country‐level improvements in data collection, analyses and decision
making.
• Stimulating harmonisation between countries for better monitoring.
• Fostering a positive competition between countries to improve crash data systems.
• Offering a common space for data and information sharing.
Expected Outcomes:
• Raising road safety on the political agenda.
• Creating incentives for better road safety performance, emulation, co‐operation.
• Help countries to improve data as required by WHO monitoring process.
• Scale up achievements of a few countries to more countries (snow ball effect).
• Provide country with a tool to more systematically collect safety data.
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RSO in Latin America
• Created in 2011
• 20 countries actively participating
• Led to a STRONG regional co‐operation
• Road Safety higher on the political agenda
• Institutional reforms in the region (creation of
lead agencies and national observatories in
several countries)
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RSO in Africa
• Initial discussion started in 2018
• 3 workshops in 2018
• Discussion on scope
• Minimum set of variables
• Programme of work for 2019‐2021
• Governance
• Creation was announced in November 2018
• First General Assembly Meeting in June 2019
under the auspices of the African Union
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Road Safety in Asia and Pacific
The Asia and Pacific Road Safety Observatory (APRSO)
• APRSO is the regional forum on road safety data, policies and practices to
ensure the protection of human life on the roads across Asia and the
Pacific.
Mission of APRSO:
• To generate robust road crash data and analysis to positively impact on
policies for road safety, in order to substantially reduce road traffic
fatalities and serious injuries.

RSO in Asia and Pacific
• Kick‐off workshop: March 20‐21, 2019, in Singapore.
• Over 70 participants: Bangladesh, Cambodia, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Lao,
Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand,
Vietnam.
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RSO in Asia and Pacific
• All country delegates present at the meeting supported the
development of a regional road safety observatory for Asia, and to work
together towards its establishment.
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RSO in Asia and Pacific
•

The geographical scope would be Asia and the Pacific, and it was agreed to
reach out to relevant agencies in the sub regions areas (eg. ASEAN, CAREC,
SASEC, GMS, etc.) and sub regional groups in Pacific as appropriate.

•

Two task‐forces were created:
 Task force on a minimum set of
road safety indicators
Members: Malaysia, Bangladesh, Sri
Lanka, Philippines, Pakistan (to be
confirmed) and ITF, WB, FIA, ADB,
iRAP, GRSP.

 Task Force on Governance
Members: Cambodia, Vietnam, ITF,
WB, FIA, ADB, iRAP, GRSP, UNESCAP.
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Possible Outputs
• A network
 At policy level

 At technical (data) level

• Common road safety database with common variables:
 Road deaths, Serious injuries, Safety performance indicators

• Annual reports on road safety performance
• Joint regular surveys with common methodologies: Helmet use,
speeding, drink driving…
• A web based knowledge center
• Regular training on data (WHO vital registration workshop, training
of police officers)

24

APRSO’s Timelines with Deliverables
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12

Actions
APRSO’s Kick‐off Workshop
Creation of two task forces
Initial draft of proposed governance structure
Initial draft of minimum set of road safety indicators
Shared both revised documents (governance and min. set of road safety
indicators) with relevant task forces

Timelines
20‐21 March
20‐21 March
20 May
24 May
16 August

Send initial letters to government on invitation for participation for APRSO
Agree and finalize proposal for APRSO funding
Confirm date and venue for Annual Meeting
Prepare and send out invitations for Annual Meeting
Final revised documents to be circulated to all member countries
Recruit consultant to support Task Force on ‘Road Safety Indicators’

19 August
21 August
30 August
Mid Sep
End of Sep
1st week of Oct
Nov/Dec (TBC)

Annual meeting

Thank You

