
Conclusions and Recommendations  

 
1. Virtual Expert Group Meeting (hereafter, the meeting) on Smart Port Development for 

sustainable maritime connectivity in Asia and the Pacific took place in Bangkok on  

27 November 2020. The meeting was attended by a total of 65 participants from 

Ministries of Transport and Maritime Administrations from member countries, as well as 

representatives from other entities such as Intergovernmental organizations, Port 

Authorities, University, Research institutes, and Private sector. 

2. Participants emphasized that sustainable maritime transport and smart port development 

not only enhance economic development and regional integration but contribute, directly 

and indirectly, to achieving Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) at global, regional 

and national levels. 

3. Participants expressed their appreciation for UNCTAD's analysis of the major issues of 

shipping and port sector and the impact of COVID-19, and requested that UNCTAD and 

ESCAP cooperation on these issues continue and be strengthened through joint policy 

and technical assistance work. 

4. Participants reiterated the importance of a holistic approach and regional partnerships in 

ensuring that smart port development and sustainable maritime connectivity effectively 

help achieve SDGs in the ESCAP region. In this context, the participants discussed at 

length the challenges and opportunities faced by the countries in this area and reviewed 

various initiatives and practices aiming to enhance sustainability and digitalization in the 

ports. 
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5. The meeting highlighted the importance of the transition process towards smart port 

operations, highlighting  the firsthand experiences and specific case studies. They shared 

abundant examples of smart port development and its national and regional strategies. 

The participants exchanged information on the numerous initiatives aimed at 

implementing smart port as well as at enhancing value of port functions. This included 

the development of national smart port policies, integrated multimodal transport policies, 

enhancing sustainable maritime transport connectivity through transport infrastructure 

and operational connectivity and related action plans. 

6. Participants emphasized the need of multi-stakeholder cooperation between 

Governments, international organizations, donor countries and agencies, as well as 

academia and industry in order to continue to pursue global and regional agendas on 

smart port development and sustainable maritime connectivity. 

7. In order to further advance with the ESCAP's analytical study on this topic, the ESCAP 

secretariat invited the participant countries to share national plans and good practices to 

provide a basis for guidelines on smart port development and sustainable maritime 

connectivity 

8. The delegation of Republic of Korea expressed their willingness to continue 

strengthening its cooperation with ESCAP and its member countries on promoting 

sustainable, smart port development and maritime connectivity. 

9. The participants expressed their appreciation to the ESCAP secretariat for organizing and 

hosting the meeting, and thanked the Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries and Korea Port 

and Harbour Association, the Republic of Korea for financing the study. 

10. Participants requested that ESCAP to strengthen research and capacity building 

programme on sustainable transport development, including port digitization, to 

effectively respond to the changing future environment at the regional and national level. 

11. These conclusions and recommendations were agreed on 27 November 2020 in Bangkok. 

___________________ 

 


