
Session 6: What does the future of research on poverty and inequality look like? 

11:10 – 12:30 Day 2 

Session structure: 

1. This session is comprised of two 40 minute segments 

2. Identify two out of the three discussion groups you would like to attend  

3. Attend one of the discussion groups from 11:10 to 11:50 

4. Attend another discussion group from 11:50 to 12:30 

Discussion Group 1: Looking beyond income inequality at OECD 

Group Leader: Marco Mira d’Ercole, Head, Division for Household Statistics and Progress Measurement, Statistics 

Directorate, Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 

What does the future of research on poverty and analysis look like? One key challenge, in terms of both research and 

use of new metrics in policy process, is to move beyond an exclusive focus on income inequalities to getting a good 

sense of the many inequalities that people face, and how these inequalities compound and interact with each other. In 

the same way as we have successfully moved "beyond GDP" for assessing average conditions of a country or community, 

the statistical community needs to move "beyond income inequality" when it comes to assessing the diversity of 

people's experiences in life. 

Discussion Group 2: Exploring inequality in China 

Group Leader: Yang Li, Professor, Paris School of Economics 

In this group we will explore inequality in China through the recent paper, Capital accumulation, private property, and 

inequality in China, 1978-2015, which combines national accounts, survey, wealth and fiscal data (including recently 

released tax data on high-income taxpayers) in order to provide consistent series on the accumulation and distribution 

of income and wealth in China over the 1978-2015 period. We find that the aggregate national wealth-income ratio has 

increased from 350% in 1978 to 700% in 2015. The share of public property in national wealth has declined from about 

70% in 1978 to 30% in 2015, which is still a lot higher than in rich countries (close to 0% or negative). Next, we provide 

sharp upward revision of official inequality estimates. The top 10% income share rose from 27% to 41% of national 

income between 1978 and 2015, while the bottom 50% share dropped from 27% to 15%. China’s inequality levels used 

to be close to Nordic countries and are now approaching U.S. levels. 

Discussion Group 3: Current research questions at OPHI 

Group Leader: Sabina Alkire, Director, OPHI, University of Oxford 

This session will begin with a quick and fast overview of our current research issues at OPHI. Participants will first add 

any other pressing topics. They will then select priority areas for research. Finally, as a group we will start to think 

through, time permitting, creative avenues of entry into one or two pressing research questions, ranging from experts to 

involve, to literatures and reports to read, to techniques and case studies.  

 


