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Introduction



A healthy ocean for a sustainable Asia and the Pacific: Achieving SDG14

The importance of the ocean and their critical role for sustainable development is widely recognized and is an 

integral part of the core commitments made in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

However, the ocean, seas and marine resources are increasingly threatened by human activities and physical 

alterations and destruction of marine and coastal habitats

The world’s top five countries accounting for more than 50% of ‘mismanaged’ plastics in the ocean are from Asia 

and the Pacific (China, Indonesia, Philippines, Sri Lanka and Viet Nam). Weak laws, poor governance and 

ineffective fisheries management have made coastal fisheries in most of the region largely open access and 

overfished.

The prospects for the achievement of SDG 14 hinge on successful conservation and sustainability of marine and 

coastal ecosystems while maintaining the economic, food security and livelihood benefits of marine resources. 



Resolution 72/9

E/ESCAP/RES/72/9 calls for greater cooperation, collaboration and

coordination between sub-regions and regional organizations of Asia and the

Pacific and through South-South, North-South and triangular cooperation for

promoting the conservation and sustainable use of the oceans, seas and

marine resources in implementing Sustainable Development Goal 14 and

requests ESCAP to undertake an assessment of capacity development

needs of the countries in Asia and the Pacific for the implementation of

Sustainable Development Goal 14 in collaboration with United Nations

specialized agencies and international, regional and sub-regional

organizations.

“

”



Resolution 73/5

E/ESCAP/RES/73/5 encourages member States to continue to enhance their

capacity in relation to the sustainable management and use of oceans and

requests ESCAP to support current regional partnerships and develop new

regional partnerships, where appropriate, for enhancing data and statistical

capacities for Goal 14 in line with the document entitled “Advancing official

statistics for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development: a collective

vision and framework for action by the Asia- Pacific statistical community.

“

”



ESCAP - Ocean Accounts Partnership
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Methodology



Findings



Level of capacity to achieve SDG14

We need more

capacity



Obstacles for effective coordination

Ranking:

1 = most frequent

10 = least frequent



Main governance challenges for ocean policy

Ranking:

1 = most challenging

10 = least challenging



Critical capacity-building needs

Ranking:

1 = more critical

10 = less critical



SDG targets: priority areas and data availability



Data availability (continued)



Stakeholder participation and awareness



How can ESCAP support these needs





Overview of regional capacity needs 
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THE DIAGNOSTIC TOOL
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POLICY OVERVIEW

While environment and sustainability are commonly

mentioned, the ocean is not specifically addressed by all

countries.

Climate change, loss of habitat and biodiversity, and 

pollution are concerns shared by all countries.

For countries in south east Asia, IUU fishing is a 

common serious concern, while, for countries in the 

Pacific, disaster is a shared concern.

Establishing and (or) expending MPA and assessing fish 

stocks are the most common priorities.

“Accelerating sustainable development and broadening 

opportunities for all”

— Strategy for the Development of Samoa 2016/17-2019/20

Vision

Concerns

Priorities 

Plans 



MECHANISMS OVERVIEW

Stakeholder
Overall, Fisheries authority, Forestry authority, Science

institutes(such as SOA in China and LIPI in Indonesia),

and NSO are the main data providers.

Most countries’ NSO coordinate with national

environmental authorities in terms of environmental

statistics.

National mechanisms exist for climate change,

biodiversity, SDG, and protected area, but only in

Thailand, Fiji, Samoa, China, and Vanuatu there is an

intergovernmental mechanism about ocean

governance.

Roles of NSO

Mechanisms



KNOWLEDGE OVERVIEW

Data related to the ocean are collected separately.

Most countries have plans to develop environmental 

statistics and indicators such as green GDP. 

International Organizations, such as UN (including 

UNSD, UNESCAP, UNDP, UN Environment, and 

FAO), WCS, GIZ, AUSAid, USAID, World Bank, GEF, 

and NOAA, and regional organizations, such as 

SPREP, SPC, PEMSEA, COBSEA, and CTI-CFF

Data Sources

Other International 

Activities 

Statistical Context



THE WAY FORWARD

This is the next step in the

diagnostic process – what are the

priorities, opportunities, etc. at the

country level (your country).

Priority Accounts

Opportunities

Constrains

Priority Action 



•This overview is based on our 
preliminary diagnostic of eight countries 
in Asia and the Pacific.

•The eight countries are Fiji, Indonesia, 
Thailand, China, Bangladesh, Malaysia, 
The Philippines, and Samoa.

•Detailed diagnostics of each country 
can be found in the links provided under 
Issue Brief 8.

FURTHER LINKS



Other ESCAP activities

Supporting sustainable urban development in island systems

ESCAP is helping Pacific island developing States develop and apply an integrated policy 

approach for oceans-friendly and climate responsive urban development adapted to island 

systems.

Improving plastic waste management and reducing marine pollution

ESCAP is supporting cities in the region improve their urban waste management systems and reduce marine 

pollution by improving understanding of  the intersections of the informal and formal waste sectors as part of a 

larger circular economy.

Supporting countries achieve SDG 14

ESCAP is developing a methodology to help governments in the region prioritize needs and 

identify entry points to accelerate implementation of the SDG 14 and its targets systems.

Ocean Cities

Closing the Loop

Accelerating SDG14



Thank you!

Ms. Caridad Canales, Environment and Development Policy Section, ESCAP

Ms. Jingjue Pei, Ex-intern, ESCAP; Postgraduate Student, National University of 

Singapore


