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Session 2

What are the insights from key 

databases and measurements of 

poverty and inequality?

1

Carlos Gradín

UNU-WIDER

Questions

• From what source(s) does your organisation obtain data on poverty 

and inequality and how is this data collected (census or survey, unit, 

frequency, etc.) and validated?

• What types of challenges does your organisation face in collecting 

and producing this data and how are these challenges overcome?

• Do you believe the data your organisation provides is sufficient to 

adequately measure poverty and inequality, if not, how could gaps 

be best filled?
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World Income Inequality Database (WIID) 

database
https://www.wider.unu.edu/data

The world’s most extensive database presently available on income inequality, it covers 

182 countries with 8,817 observations, until 2015.

Continuously updated since initial version in 2000, with new data from LIS, PovcalNet, 

SEDLAC, QED, national reports, academic papers, etc.
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Inequality in the giants

Shedding light on a set of new questions on between-country and within-country 

inequalities, by generating integrated datasets and applying a consistent 

methodology to investigate the determinants of inequality dynamics in some of 

the world’s largest economies: 

Brazil, Mexico, South Africa, India and China.

Recognizing the limitations of both household surveys and anonymized tax-record 

data (where it is available) to generate a comprehensive and accurate picture of 

the entire income distribution in most of these countries on their own, the 

project will comprise: 

1. Collating, harmonizing and improving the data. 

2. Analyzing the determinants of distributional change within each of these 

countries. 
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Other projects: scaling-up research and 

capacity
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Gini : Daily real per capita consumption in Mozambique

Inclusive growth in Mozambique - scaling-up research and capacity

In collaboration with the Mozambican Ministry of Economics and Finance and the 

University Eduardo Mondlane.

Improving socio-economic information systems for monitoring and evaluation.


