
FOREWORD

The Asia-Pacific region leads the process of recovery from the global financial 
and economic crisis and emerges as a focus of global growth and stability.

However, the recovery of the world economy at large remains fragile.  This 
poses risks for sustained recovery in Asia as well, given its export dependence.  
A more balanced recovery is needed and this will require more globally concerted 
policy efforts.

As we embrace the emerging role of the region as a significant driver of 
economic growth, we should not lose sight of the challenges ahead.  In parts 
of Asia, unemployment rates are still up and poverty remains widespread.  
Without addressing the poverty and climate change challenges, economic growth 
will prove elusive over time.

The challenges are linked.  Our solutions must be, too.  We must recognize our 
interdependence; no nation can hope to find economic security without taking 
into account the well-being of others.  Therefore our strategies must address 
both global and regional imbalances, and must do so in many spheres at once: 
economic, social and environmental.

The United Nations will convene a Summit in September 2010 to review progress 
in achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).  The Asia-Pacific region 
has made remarkable headway, which demonstrates that the MDGs are indeed 
achievable.  But more needs to be done to scale up successes and identify and 
remove barriers and obstacles.  Five years before the 2015 deadline, the Summit 
provides us with a timely opportunity to address major interconnected 
development challenges and to give the MDGs a final push, including in the 
Asia-Pacific region.
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In this regard, the 2010 Economic and Social Survey of Asia and the Pacific 
provides a comprehensive analysis of the challenging policy landscape and offers 
recommendations for the way forward.  In the aftermath of the crisis, we see clear 
momentum for regional economic cooperation.  ESCAP, as the only intergovern-
mental forum which brings together all the countries and territories in the Asia-
Pacific region, will be playing a critical role in leading the deliberations over next 
steps.

As it turns out, the global crisis may give new impetus for establishing a robust 
regional framework for economic cooperation that will help us build more equal 
and sustainable economies in Asia and the Pacific.  This would not only be the 
region’s gain, but essential for the sustainable development of the world at large.

    BAN Ki-moon
    Secretary-General of the United Nations
April 2010
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