
SUBREGIONAL COOPERATION 
IN NORTHEAST ASIA FOR 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
Ryokichi HIRONO

Professor Emeritus, Seikei University

At Sheraton Songdo Hotel
23 November, 2010



Introduction
a) Recommendations on possible programmes of 

subregional cooperation in East and Northeast 
Asia for sustainable development  will consist 
of the following three kinds:

i)   The existing progammes and projects in the 
ENEA subregion will have to be closely 
examined from the perspective of the 
possibility of improved cooperation and 
coordination among them and, if at all possible, 
integrating them to serve better the needs and 
requirements of part or all the five member 
states of CJKMR on more cost-effective basis;  



ii)  The existing programmes and projects of 
regional cooperation in Asia and the Pacific 
region that are covering the entire region and its 
different component subregions such as Central 
Asia, South Asia, Southeast Asia and the Pacific 
island states, could be studied carefully so as 
either to replicate them in ENEA or to examine 
their usefulness to and incorporate parts of them 
into subregional cooperation in ENEA;
iii)  New initiatives for subregional cooperation in  



ENEA could be recommended in response 
to changes taking place in the economic, 
social, environmental and cultural 
dimension of development at the 
subregional, regional and global levels. 
Such new initiatives may cover 
cooperation among part of the member 
states in ENEA at any point of time and 
could be extended to any other member 
states at a late stage, if appropriate.



• Such initiatives could look into the 
possibility for collaboration with NGOs and 
private sector, as the two are becoming 
increasingly important in the ENEA region, 
in addition to the traditional multi-bi 
collaboration.



2, Recommendations

a) Any recommendations for improving the 
existing programmes and projects of 
subregional cooperation and for new initiatives 
in ENEA will have to take into account the 
implications to all the four dimensions of 
sustainability: economic, social, environmental 
and cultural;

b)  Following are only some of such programmes 
and projects tentatively suggested for the 
consideration of this august body;



1.  Economic Sustainability
a) Promote economic cooperation among CJKMR with a 

view to:
i)  Installing a multilateral peer review mechanism of 
macroeconomic, trade, science and technology, 
investment, sectoral development and environmental 
policies, as in OECD countries, with a view to 
promoting balanced, inclusive, innovative and 
environmentally sustainable  growth;
ii)  Reducing excessive dependence on foreign 
markets and capital  including short-term flows so as to 
reduce volatility of and vulnerability to external shocks;



iii) Improving efficient use of energy and other 
non-renewable natural resources with a view 
to extending their lifespan and minimizing 
excessive competition among resource-poor 
countries;

iv) Promoting economic partnership agreements 
among CJKMR to reduce tariff and non-tariff 
barriers, increase direct investment and assist 
Mongolia financially and technically to 
mainsream sustainable development in its 
long-term development plans, progammes and 
projects;



2. Social Sustainability
a) Promote social cooperation among CJKMR with a view 

to:
i)  achieving the MDGs including the reduction of a high 

incidence of absolute poverty to lessen social 
dissatisfaction;

ii) reduce inequitable distribution of income and wealth 
through taxation and financial measures;

iii) to increase investment in agriculture and rural 
communities to arrest the accelerated rural-urban 
migration of people and a rapid pace of urbanization, 
often resulting in increased slum dwellers;

iv) to improve governance at national and local levels in 
terms of social equity including gender, justice, 
transparency and accountability;



3. Environmental Sustainability

a)  Promote environmental cooperation 
among CJKMR bilaterally and 
multilaterally;
i)  to arrest further deterioration of air, 
water and soil quality;
ii) to arrest further deforestation and 
desertification;
iii)to promote 3Rs;



iv) to promote climate change adaptation and mitigation 
through saving energy, improving energy efficiency and 
enhancing the use of renewable energy resources ;
v)  to arrest further loss of biodiversity;
vi) to prevent disasters or at least to minimize human 
and physical damages of disasters through the 
publication of hazard maps and the installation of a 
network of early warning systems at the regional levels;

vii) to promote human and institutional capacity building 
including legislative, executive and judiciary branches of 
governments;

viii) to promote the building of a  network of 
environmentally sustainable cities in CJKMR



4. Cultural Sustainability
a) Promote cultural cooperation bilaterally and 

multilaterally among CJKMR particularly for 
preserving local community traditions and 
values;

b) Promote cultural exchange pogrammes 
among children, youth, academia, artists, 
NGOs, researchers, professionals and 
housewives,

c) Promote the installation of cultural heritage 
sites and the adoption of subregional 
history textbooks in each country of CJKMR.  
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