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LDC Graduation- Tuvalu statement 

Tuvalu delegation joined others in thanking ESCAP for inviting Tuvalu to the 
regional consultation in preparation for the WTO MC12. It is our first time to 
attend this meeting and we see that the issues discussed in this meeting are very 
much related to a small country like Tuvalu in its context.  
 
Tuvalu is categorized as a very small island state and an LDCs in the multilateral 
category with a population of 11,000 and have very limited resources, no exports 
and highly depending on imported goods from Fiji, Australia and New Zealand. 
The country is very vulnerable to natural disasters and climate change issues. Our 
Government seeks donors support both in human (technical assistant) and capital 
(financial support) to assist in all sectors for sustainable development and 
achieving our National Sustainable Development Plan. 
 
Our concerns for graduating from LDCs are very much related to the statement 
shared by Nepal experience particularly in the following areas: 

- Loosing benefits and assistant from our donor partners 
- Special and Differential treatment in the WTO 
- Loose eligibility to duty free and quota free under the EBA arrangement by 

EU (market access) 
- SMEs access to better infrastructure and technology to assist with meeting 

the standards of the international market will be affected 
- investment in small scale businesses and tourism sector will also be affected 
- addressing supply side constraints 

 
Tuvalu is one of the country that have met 2 criteria known as the GNI per capita 
and GNI per capita as per the report from UN. The data being used were said to be 
taken from mirror data in which we believe were not reflected the national 
statistics data but from other countries. Tuvalu have asked to graduate and have 
deferred to the next triennial review that will be lapsed in 2021. 
 
The government is newly formed in the last 3 months and it is crucial to increase 
briefing cabinet Ministers on this graduation path and to seek their views and 
concerned. Coordination of other ministries is needed and the private sector and 
island communities views and concerned have not taken into account.  
 



In the National Sustainable Development Plan, graduation was not part of the plan 
and this is a new area that needs to take into account during the review of the Plan 
if the Government is in favor of graduation from LDCs. In the past consultation on 
the same issue, Tuvalu have requested CDP Secretariat to undertake a new EIA 
(Early Impact Assessment) for Tuvalu as it is considered worth trying using the 
new proposed format that will help shed new lights on the pros and cons of 
graduation and could assist Tuvalu on the progress with graduation.  
 
We do not know what the future looks like for Tuvalu is after graduation from 
LDCs and if one day a tsunami hit the country and washed away everything, where 
are we on this graduation. Do we still have to continue as a developing country or 
reverse back to an LDC?  
 
It is this scenario that Tuvalu is requested through this consultation to consider 
providing flexibility to LDCs countries and vulnerability such as the case of Tuvalu. 
 
Thank you  
 


