
I.  INTRODUCTION 

A. Background 

The Asian Highway project was initiated in 1959. Later when the integrated Asian Land
Transport Infrastructure Development Project (ALTID) was conceived in 1991 to emphasize the
integration of land transport development and facilitation, the Asian Highway was included as an
important part of this new project.  The ALTID strategy was later refined in 1996 to stress the need to
complete the formulation of the Asian Highway network to cover the whole of Asia.

1.  Asian Land Transport Infrastructure Development project 

To promote international trade and tourism and following the recommendations of the Meeting of
the Committee on Transport and Communications held in 1990 in Bangkok, the forty-eighth session of the
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific in 1992 endorsed an integrated project on Asian
Land Transport Infrastructure Development, comprising the Asian Highway, the Trans-Asian Railway, and
the facilitation of land transport as a priority project for Phase II, 1992-1996 of the Transport and
Communications Decade for Asia and the Pacific. Later the ALTID project was also included as a priority
project in the New Delhi Action Plan for Infrastructure Development for Asia and Pacific (1997-2006).

As a part of an integrated sea, land and air transport system to facilitate regional and international
trade and tourism, the overall objective of the ALTID project was to assist member countries in providing
reliable and efficient land transport linkages within the region as well as interregional linkages with the
regions of the Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) and the Economic and Social Commission for
Western Asia (ESCWA).

2.  Asian Highway project 

As a part of the ALTID project, in 1992 the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and Pacific
(ESCAP) initiated a Study for the Development of the Asian Highway Network, aiming at revitalizing the
Asian Highway project. The primary objective of the project was to assist participating member countries
in developing road transport infrastructure in Asia and to link Asia with Europe, thereby promoting
regional and international cooperation for economic and social development, as well as opening up new 
potential for international trade and tourism.

The Asian Highway project achieved considerable progress with assistance from the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Japan and the Republic of Korea, together with the joint
efforts of the project member countries of ESCAP. The Asian Highway network has been expanded and
improved in many countries, the capacities of national road organizations have been strengthened, and a
number of road specialists have been trained.

The first study for the formulation of the Asian Highway network was completed in 1994 and
published in 1995, with the participation of 18 member countries: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Cambodia,
China, India, Indonesia, the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia,
Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, the Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Viet Nam.  As a 
result 29 Asian Highway routes totalling 69,000 kilometres and covering 18 countries were identified,
revised and formulated.

Under the ALTID project, ESCAP completed a second study for the formulation of the new 
regional Asian Highway network and its overall development in Central Asia and the South Caucasus in
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1996.  National networks, road classification, design standards and border-crossing facilitation measures
were reviewed, and also Asian Highway routes in Central Asia and the South Caucasus were identified.
Countries participating in this project were Armenia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan.  As a result 13 Asian Highway routes totalling 21,000 kilometres were 
identified for Central Asia and the South Caucasus and included in the network.

Five international routes of about 40,000 kilometres of regional and international importance and
37 subregional routes of about 50,000 kilometres of intraregional importance have been included in the
Asian Highway network. 

In order to promote international transport along the Asian Highway, ESCAP has published eight
route maps of the Asian Highway as well as a series of maps with international links. In addition, the
Asian Highway database covering the network has also been developed under the project. As part of
further Asian Highway project activities the publications, “Strategy and Guidelines for Upgrading of Asian
Highway Routes” and  “Guidelines for Asian Highway Promotion” have been elaborated and published by
ESCAP.

The study on the Asian Highway network formulation and development is still under process and
will be finalized after completing the road network identification in North-East Asia, the Asian Highway
routes in Georgia, which joined ESCAP in 2000, and the updating of the entire network.

B.  Objective of the study

The objective of the study is to assist member countries in developing a road transport
infrastructure of international importance linking countries within Asia, as well as between Asia and
Europe, with the objective of facilitating the growth of international and bilateral trade to promote
economic and social progress of the countries in the region. Within the objective, the immediate aim
of the study is to review the national technical standards and to identify highway routes of 
international importance to connect North-East Asia with Central Asia, the Caucasus and Europe.

C.  Project progress and activities 

The study, funded by the Government of the Republic of Korea, was initiated in June 1998
with an original completion date of January 2000. Missions to Kazakhstan and the Russian
Federation, and the Republic of Korea and Mongolia were completed in November 1998 and March
1999 respectively, during which country reports prepared by the national experts were collected.
China provided information on technical standards, the existing condition of its road network and 
highway development plans in July 1999. Moreover, in January 2001 China also informed the study
team that a national study on the selection of the Asian Highway network had been completed and
would be submitted to the secretariat in 2001. Based on the national study China proposed 11 possible 
alternative routes for inclusion in the Asian Highway network during the Expert Group Meeting. 

Under a separate study, “Promotion, Development and Formalization of the Asian Highway 
Project (Phase III and IV)”, review and formulation of the Asian Highway network in other Asian
Highway member countries is ongoing with the objective of completing the formulation of the Asian
Highway network to cover the whole of Asia. A policy-level Expert Group Meeting for all Asian
Highway member countries is planned in 2002 to consider the Asian Highway network covering the
whole of Asia. 

As identification of the Asian Highway routes in China, the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea, Kazakhstan, the Republic of Korea and the Russian Federation by this study is essential to
complete the overall Asian Highway network, it is necessary to finalize the study on the basis of 
available information. Moreover, the Commission at its fifty-seventh session requested the secretariat
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to complete this study at an early date.  Therefore, the main focus is to identify the road network in
the participating countries in order to develop the Northern Corridor of the Asian Highway connecting
the North-East Asia and Europe. 

In order to identify important national networks forming part of the Northern Corridor of the
Asian Highway network in China, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Kazakhstan, the
Republic of Korea and the Russian Federation, the following activities were undertaken in close
coordination with the participating member countries: 

(a) National experts from China, Kazakhstan, Mongolia, the Republic of Korea and the Russian
Federation were engaged by ESCAP to provide the necessary input to the study;

(b) Missions to the countries were undertaken and country reports were received from national
experts outlining the main features of the policies of their respective countries based on a
questionnaire provided to them from ESCAP;

(c) Existing data and information, results of recent studies, missions reports and country
reports were reviewed with assistance from a road expert engaged for the study;

(d) The national standards and the status of the road network were reviewed against Asian
Highway design standards;

(e) The proposed routes by the countries were evaluated according to the agreed Asian 
Highway route criteria;

The policy-level Expert Group Meeting to consider the findings of the study and provide
recommendations for the formulation of the Northern Corridor of the Asian Highway was held
from 10-12 October 2001 in Bangkok.

D. Outline of the report 

This report presents the findings of the “Study on the Road Network connecting China,
Kazakhstan, Mongolia, the Russian Federation and the Korean Peninsula”.  It has been prepared largely
with the input and cooperation of the national experts from participating countries, comments and 
suggestions from the road authorities of participating countries, and incorporates the 
recommendations of the expert group meeting. 

This chapter presents the background of Asian Highway development, and outlines the purpose
and objectives of the study.  Chapter II provides an overview of other related international transport 
development programmes in the region and briefly reflects on the efforts of various international
organizations towards the improvement of land transport networks in the region. Chapter III provides an
overview of the status of road networks and technical standards in the participating countries. Chapter IV
assesses the routes proposed by the participating countries according to the agreed Asian Highway route
criteria and proposes a new route numbering system for the proposed Asian Highway routes. It also gives
information on the interconnectivity of the identified routes with other existing routes of international,
regional and subregional importance, being part of intra- or interregional routes. Conclusions are finally
drawn in Chapter V. 
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