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Editorial statement

The Transport and Communications Bulletin for Asia and the
Pacific is a peer-reviewed journal published once a year by the Transport
and Tourism Division of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia
and the Pacific (ESCAP).  The main objectives of the Bulletin are to
provide a medium for sharing knowledge, experience, ideas, policy
options and information on the development of transport infrastructure
and services in the Asian and Pacific region; to stimulate policy-oriented
research; and to increase awareness of transport policy issues and
responses.  It is hoped that the Bulletin will help to widen and deepen
debate on issues of interest and concern in the transport sector.

As the demand for providing infrastructure and services becomes
more and more pressing, Governments in the Asian and Pacific region
have increasingly turned to the private sector for additional resources
and to capitalize on the private sector’s efficiency and innovation in
many fields, including that of transport infrastructure and services.  Many
Governments have spelled out their policy and regulatory framework
to promote, facilitate and regulate private sector involvement in
infrastructure projects and related public services.  Innovative models of
private sector participation (PSP) and public-private partnerships have
emerged.  However, the number and success of PSP/PPP projects depend
to a great extent on the overall policy environment and capacity of
government agencies to handle PSP/PPP projects.

In consideration of the importance and wide interest in the
subject, private sector participation in the transport sector was chosen as
the theme for both the current and previous issue of the Bulletin.  While
volume 72 focused mainly on institutional development and regulatory
aspects, volume 73 focuses on policy measures and experiences of
private sector transport infrastructure development in a few selected
countries of the Asian and Pacific region, namely, China, India and
Malaysia.  They are among the few countries in the region which have
been most successful in attracting private sector projects in infrastructure
development.  It may be mentioned here that some policy aspects
concerning PSP/PPP development in the Philippines, the Republic of
Korea and other countries were considered in volume 72 of the Bulletin,
which focused on institutional development.
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Four articles, primarily on policy aspects of PSP/PPP
development in China, India and Malaysia, have been selected for the
current issue (No. 73).  In addition to these four articles, there is also an
information note on an interesting development in Bangladesh
concerning a fomal process for the identification and selection of
infrastructure projects for the private sector.

The first article discusses the current status of road development
in China and the experience of private sector participation through
various schemes.  China has been the most successful developing country
in Asia in attracting private sector projects in transport infrastructure
development, particularly in the road subsector.  About 28 per cent of
such investments in the transport sector of the region went to the road
subsector in China.

There are two articles on policies in India and one on policies in
Malaysia.  The first article on Indian initiatives reviews government
policies for the maritime and air transport sub-sectors and investigates
whether the privatization initiatives of the Government have achieved
their desired objectives.  The second article on India is also similar in
nature but focuses on the road and railway subsectors.  The subject of
the last article in this issue is liberalization of the container haulage
industry in Malaysia.  The article discusses various measures that have
been taken by the Government of Malaysia to liberalize the haulage
industry and also examines the rationality to liberalize the industry and
the implications of doing so.

The four articles included in this volume discuss important policy
issues related to PSP/PPP development and experiences of private sector
participation in transport infrastructure development in China, India and
Malaysia.  It is expected that they will generate further debate on the
issues that have been discussed and increase awareness of their policy
implications and responses.  It is also expected that the articles will
increase the awareness of private sector participation and motivate
discussions on the formulation of effective policy measures for the
promotion of PSP/PPP development in the transport sector in other
countries of the region.
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The Bulletin welcomes analytical articles on topics that are
currently at the forefront of transport infrastructure development and
services in the region and on policy analysis and best practices.  Articles
should be based on original research and should have analytical depth.
Empirically based articles should emphasize policy implications
emerging from the analysis.  Book reviews are also welcome.  See the
inside back cover for guidelines on contributing articles.

Manuscripts should be addressed to:

The Editor
Transport and Communications Bulletin for Asia and the Pacific
Transport Policy and Tourism Section
Transport and Tourism Division
ESCAP
United Nations Building
Rajadamnern Nok Avenue
Bangkok 10200
Thailand

Fax:  (662) 288 1000; (662) 280 6042, (662) 288 3050
e-mail:  cable.unescap@un.org


