
 

 

 

Concept Note 

Commemoration of World Water Development Day 2016  

‘Water and Jobs’ 

Date: 23 March 2016                     Time: 09:00-11:45    Venue: UNCC, Conference Room 3 

International World Water Day has been held annually since 1993 as a means of focusing global attention on the 

importance of freshwater and advocating sustainable management of freshwater resources. World Water Day 

2016 (WWD2016) is commemorated on Wednesday, 23 March 2016, and will launch the World Water 

Development Report (WWDR) 2016 focusing on the theme “Water and Jobs”.  The preparation of the report was 

led by UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization) and ILO (International 

Labor Organization) in partnership with other UN agencies, including ESCAP (Economic and Social 

Commission for Asia and the Pacific).  

The Asian and Pacific region generates one-third of the world’s GDP and is home to 4.3 billion people, 

representing 60% of the world’s population. Most of the industries driving economic growth depend on a reliable 

quantity and quality of freshwater supply for large parts of their production process. Expanding economies and 

growing cities will need increasing supplies of energy, which will in turn require access to additional water 

resources. As a result of rapid urbanization, industrialization and policy gaps, up to 90 per cent of household and 

industrial wastewaters are currently discharged untreated into the ecosystem.  

The theme of World Water Day in 2016 is Water and Jobs, reflecting the focus of the World Water Development 

Report. In reflecting the integrative nature of the 2030 Agenda the report highlights linkages between different 

SDGs. Specifically it demonstrates links across Goal 6 “to ensure availability and sustainable management of 

water and sanitation for all” and Goal 8 “to promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full 

and productive employment and decent work for all”. 

The chapter on Asia-Pacific, as part of regional perspectives of the World Water Development Report 2016, has 

three themes related to water and jobs, namely (i) addressing the gaps in water and sanitation through improving 

water infrastructure, (ii) improving efficiency in water use to facilitate economic growth, and (iii) enabling 

transitions beyond sectorial issues and demonstrating the short, medium and long-term values and benefits of 

IWRM principles.  

Commemoration of World Water Day 2016 highlights the centrality of water for sustainable development and 

the need to develop strategies and policies to enable new job opportunities and increase public awareness on the 

value of water services in other sectors, including urban development, industry, agriculture, and tourism.  

The main objective of this event is to share regional perspectives on water jobs, which are mainly comprised of: 

a) water resources management, including integrated water resources management (IWRM) and ecosystem 

restoration and remediation; b) building and managing water infrastructure; and c) the provision of water-related 

services, which includes: water supply, sewerage, waste management and remediation activities. The WWD2016 

will include an opening ceremony and the launch of the United Nations World Water Development Report 2016 

at the UN Conference Centre (UNCC) in Bangkok. 



 

 

Tentative Programme on  

 Commemoration of the World Water Day 2016 and Launch of the 

World Water Development Report 2016 on Water and Jobs 

 

UNCC, Conference Room 3,  23 March 2016 

09:00-09:30  Registration and Thematic Videos on WWD  

 

09:30-10:00  Opening Ceremony 

 

 Dr. Shamshad Akhtar, Under-Secretary-General and Executive Secretary of 

ESCAP on the World Water Day 2016 (7 Min). The Executive Secretary will 

also read out the WWD of United Nations Secretary-General Mr. Ban Ki-Moon 

(2 Min)  

 Ms. Irina Bokova, Director General, UNESCO (Video, 3 Min)  

 Mr. Guy Ryder, ILO Director-General and Chair of UN-Water (Video, 3 Min) 

 Mr. Maurizio Bussi, ILO Director, Decent Work Technical Support Team for 

East and South-East Asia and the  Pacific  (5-7 Min) 

10:00- 10:15    Coffee/Tea Break 

10:15- 11:45  Moderated Reflections on WWDR 2016 

 Presentation on the main outcomes and finding of the WWDR 2016, by  

Dr. Ramasamy Jayakumar, Chief, Natural Sciences, UNESCO Bangkok 10 Min) 

 Reflections on WWDR 2016, moderated by Mr. Stefanos Fotiou, Director 

Environment and Development Division, ESCAP  

 Panel reflections 

 Remarks from ESCAP Permanent Delegations on water and jobs  

 Remarks from discussants on water and jobs from the floor 

 


