
Call for Participants  
Big Data and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development: 

Achieving the Development Goals in the Asia and the Pacific Region

Dates and venue: 8-9 December 2015 at the United Nations Conference Centre, Bangkok, 
Thailand 

Target participants: Experts working to initiate, pilot or promote the use of ‘Big Data’ for 
sustainable development policy development, implementation and assessment in the Asia and 
the Pacific region.1 Applications from experts working with government, civil society, private 
sector, academia or other entities are encouraged. We welcome applications from policy 
oriented experts with knowledge of data science, or data technology oriented experts with 
knowledge of sustainable development policy. 

Application deadline: 8 November 2015 

Background: 
In September 2015, a new global agenda to end poverty by 2030 and pursue a sustainable future 
was unanimously adopted by the 193 members of the United Nations. Transforming Our World: 
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (Agenda 2030)2 puts forward 17 goals and 169 
targets that are universal, integrated and indivisible and that address, in a balanced manner, the 
three dimensions of sustainable development: the economic, social and environmental.  

Innovative and sophisticated tools to complement existing evidence-based policy making 
methodologies are required to deliver on this transformative agenda. Advances in technological 
capabilities and exponential increases in the availability of real-time and varied data offer 
previously impossible access to information and knowledge, bringing with it opportunities as well 
as challenges for policy making.  

Objective: 
The expert group meeting on ‘Big Data and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development’ will 
bring together practitioners at the forefront of Big Data research and practice to: 

1) develop a shared understanding on the challenges, opportunities and current state-of-
play of Big Data for sustainable development policy; 

2) determine areas of mutual interest as relates to Big Data and the Agenda 2030; and
3) identify creative-solutions and strategic directions for action using Big Data to support

implementation, follow-up and review of the Agenda 2030.

1 ESCAP considers the Asia and the Pacific region to include all of our member and associate member 
States: http://www.unescap.org/about/member-states  
2 http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/70/L.1&Lang=E  
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Programme: 
The two day expert group meeting will engage actors in the Big Data field to ‘set the scene’ on 
the state of technologies, best-practices and possibilities for the use of Big Data for policy making 
for sustainable development. Participants from different sectors will share their creative 
innovations in using Big Data, including in the Asia and the Pacific region. Using these 
interventions to frame deliberations, a facilitated group discussion will identify key strategic 
options in the use of Big Data for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. ‘Working 
groups’ will drill down into relevant tracks to investigate next steps to take innovative ideas into 
concrete action at the regional level, and identify opportunities for future partnerships and 
implementation. 

Application Process: 
Interested participants are invited to complete the attached application form and return it to 
Hala Razian (razian@un.org) with copy to escap-esdd-evs@un.org no later than 8 November 
2015. 

Selection will be based on expertise and experience in researching, developing and/or 
implementing policy and/or projects related to Big Data and sustainable development, and the 
relevance of your organization's work to the meeting’s objectives. Participants active in the Asia 
and the Pacific region will be prioritized, and funding allocated preferentially to applicants from 
countries with special needs. 

Successful applicants will be notified by 11 November 2015. 

About UNESCAP 
ESCAP is the regional development arm of the United Nations for the Asia-Pacific region. ESCAP is 
committed to a resilient Asia and the Pacific founded on shared prosperity, social equity and 
sustainability. ESCAP’s norm setting and policy work ultimately impacts people’s lives by helping 
countries shape and implement a more balanced and inclusive development agenda for the 
region. ESCAP convenes the annual Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development (APFSD)3 – 
the foremost intergovernmental platform in the Asia and the Pacific region tasked with 
implementation, follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.    

For more information: 
Ms. Hala Razian (razian@un.org) 

Environment and Development Policy Section, 
Environment and Development Division 

UNESCAP 

3 http://www.unescap.org/events/apfsd2 
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Big Data and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development: 
Achieving the Development Goals in the Asia and the Pacific Region 

8-9 December 2015 at the United Nations Conference Center, Bangkok, Thailand 

Application Form 

Please fill all the information below and submit it, along with an updated Curriculum vitae 
highlighting relevant academic qualifications and work experience, and any other relevant 

material to support your application directly to: 
 Ms. Hala Razian at ESCAP and Mr. Yohan Hong 

(Email: razian@un.org / escap-esdd-evs@un.org / Fax: +(662) 288 1025) 
by 3 November 2015 

1. Name of applicant: (Full name in Block Letters, as in the passport)

____________________   ____________________        _________________ 
     Family name     First name    Other name 

2. Nationality: _________________________________

3. Gender:     Male      Female 

4. Date of Birth: ____________________________

5. Organization Name:
________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Organization’s
mandate:_____________________________________________________________________ 

7. Organization type (government, civil society, etc):
________________________________________________ 

8. Designation (Researcher, etc.):
_______________________________________________________________ 

9. Address (full):
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Tel: ______________________________ (Please ensure country and codes are included) 

Fax: ______________________________ (Please ensure country and codes are included) 

Email: ___________________________________ 

10.  Organization will cover participation expenses
 Request funding for participation expenses
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11. What is your current or past main area of responsibility in relation to Big Data and 
sustainable development? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

12. What motivates you to participate in the Expert Group Meeting? 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
13. How will participation in the expert group meeting benefit your organization/country’s 
policy planning and implementation of sustainable development strategies? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

Applicant Signature: ______________________ 
 

Date: ______________________ 
 
 
Application Checklist: 
 
 Completed all questions in application            
 Curriculum Vitae highlighting relevant academic qualifications and work experience            
 Any other relevant supporting materials: 
 _____________________________ 
  
 _____________________________ 
 
 _____________________________ 
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