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WCO Guidelines on Certification of Origin

WCO Comparative Study on Certification of Origin
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WHEN DO WE NEED PROOF OF ORIGIN?
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➢ Customs: determine whether or not to apply certain trade 

measures at the border. If there are any trade measures applicable 

for export, then the Customs in the exporting country would need it 

as well. 

➢ Importer: In relation with the Customs in the importing country, the 

importer bears the responsibility to provide what the Customs 

requires for the appropriate processing of imports. 

➢ Exporter: provide it to the importer who will submit it to the 

Customs authority of the importing country, when requested by that 

authority. The exporter may also need a proof of origin if the 

Customs authority in the exporting country requires it. 
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WHEN DO WE NEED PROOF OF ORIGIN?
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NON-PREFERENTIAL

Quotation from WCO Comparative study on Certification of Origin
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NON-PREFERENTIAL
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Quotation from WCO Comparative study on Certification of Origin
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WHEN DO WE NEED PROOF OF ORIGIN?
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PREFERENTIAL: Preferential Treatment 

Quotation from WCO Guidelines on Certification of Origin
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WHAT IS THE CERTIFICATION OF ORIGIN?

7

A set of comprehensive rules of origin is generally comprised 

of origin criteria to determine the country of origin / 

originating status of a product and also procedural 

requirements to support a claim that the product satisfies the 

applicable origin criteria. Certification of origin constitutes the 

primary part of such procedural requirements. 

Quotation from WCO Guidelines on Certification of Origin
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WHAT IS THE CERTIFICATION OF ORIGIN?
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Non-preferential Certification of Origin

• Certificate of Origin

• Certified declaration of Origin

• Declaration of Origin

Preferential Certification of Origin

• Certificate of Origin

• Self-Certificate of Origin (by an approved exporter, 
a registered exporter or any exporter, or importer)

Quotation from WCO Guidelines on Certification of Origin
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FORMATS OF CERTIFICATE OF ORIGIN
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Paper-based Certificate of Origin

Electronic Certificate of Origin

Automatic Data Exchange System
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Paper- Based Certificated of Origin
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• Most Popular Format
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Electronic Certificate of Origin
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CO applied online: electronically via internet. 

➢ E-application of CO: electronically applied for but 
manually issued. 

➢ All paperless eCO service: electronic issue of CO with 
electronic signature, rubber stamps and security features 
in place. The approved CO may be printed at the 
premises of CO applicants

❑ Practice: Non preferential and Preferential CoO
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Automatic Data Exchange System
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THANK YOU

Ms. Chunxiao XU      

Chunxiao.xu@wcoomd.org

Origin Sub-Directorate, Tariff and Trade Affaires Directorate

World Customs Organization
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