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Subtheme 3: Emerging issues and opportunities 

Side Event: Disability Inclusion in disaster risk reduction and management: key to social and 

economic resilience in the Asia-Pacific region 

Thursday 20 October 2022, 12.30-13.40 (GMT+7) 

 

To register and join event, visit this link: 

https://unsw.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_zBeEjII8Twiu0JIDtc0BlQ  

 

Organised by 
 

 

 

 

Panellists 
Ms Rosemary Kayess, Chair of the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, human rights 

lawyer and disability advocate 

Associate Professor Michelle Villeneuve, leader of the Disability-Inclusive Community Development 

research workstream at the Centre for Disability Research and Policy, The University of Sydney 

Ms Risnawati Utami, Member of the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and Founder 

and Disability Rights Adviser of OHANA Indonesia 

Charlotte McClain-Nhlapo, Global Disability Advisor, the World Bank Group 
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Concept 
Disasters, including associated health emergencies such as pandemics, have major negative impacts on 

development because of the social and economic disruption they cause. The Asia-Pacific region is already 

among the world’s most disaster-vulnerable areas and is predicted to be more exposed to the coming 

effects of climate change, increasing both the frequency and the impact of disasters to catastrophic levels. 

People with disability are disproportionately affected by disasters and health emergencies, which means 

that in Asia and the Pacific they are now at heightened risk. It is widely accepted that the vulnerability of 

people with disability is exacerbated by their exclusion from active participation in disaster risk reduction 

programmes and policies. Because of this, the Incheon Strategy includes ensuring disability-inclusive 

disaster risk reduction and management in its core goals (Goal 7). 

This event will bring together key Asia-Pacific voices in a panel of practitioner-scholars with expertise in 

disability, development and disasters. Participants will consider emerging issues at the intersection of 

disability, other marginal identities, and development, with an emphasis on public health and disability 

policies in the Asia-Pacific context of disaster risk. Discussion will seek to identify actionable 

commitments on priority issues, including ways of increasing the leadership of people with disability in 

finding solutions and increasing resilience. 

 

Detailed Panellist Biographies 

Rosemary Kayess 

Ms Rosemary Kayess is an internationally recognized human rights lawyer in the area of disability. She is 

Chairperson of the United Nations Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and Chairperson of 

the UN Treaty Body Chairpersons. Rosemary is a Senior Academic in the Faculty of Law at the University of 

New South Wales, where she has taught international human rights law and anti-discrimination law for the 

past 15 years She has advised and researched on numerous projects on human rights, disability, and the 

implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) in Australia, the Indo-

Pacific, and Europe. Rosemary was a designated expert on the Australian Government delegation to the UN 

negotiations for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and facilitated the drafting of 

Article 24 on the Right to Education. Rosemary is a woman with a disability. 

 

Michelle Villeneuve 

Associate Professor Michelle Villeneuve leads the Disability-Inclusive Community Development research 

workstream at the Centre for Disability Research and Policy, The University of Sydney. Michelle holds an 

honorary adjunct position as Associate Professor at Queen’s University at Kingston, ON Canada. She is an 

Activity Lead at the World Health Organisation Collaborating Centre (WHOCC) for Strengthening 

Rehabilitation Capacity in Health Systems. 

 

Michelle leads research on Disability-Inclusive Disaster Risk Reduction in Australia. Michelle has over 20 

years of experience working in regions of conflict and natural hazard disaster to develop community-led 

programs and services and re-build opportunities for people with disability (including those with disability 

acquired by human conflict and natural disaster). Examples include, The War Victims Rehabilitation Project 

in Bosnia and Herzegovina (1996 – 1999); Re-design of community-based social welfare centre services in 
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post-tsunami Sri Lanka (2006- 2010); Disability-Inclusive Disaster Risk Reduction (DIDRR) in Indonesia 

(2013-2015). 

 

Risnawati Utami 

Risnawati Utami is a member of the United Nations Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, 

the first candidate nominated by Indonesia to be part of the committee. Risnawati is the founding executive 

director and currently serves as the Disability Rights Advisor for OHANA, a non-profit organization in 

Yogyakarta, Indonesia. OHANA is dedicated to strengthening the rights of people with disabilities to 

enhance their political power and assuring access to educational opportunities. She leads the Indonesian 

Consortium for Disability Rights, with 45 organizational members representing eight provinces in Indonesia, 

to advocate for the local and national implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities.   

 

She is an internationally recognized speaker, trainer, and lecturer on the intersection of disability and 

gender, public health, social protection policies, and wheelchair provision system. A wheelchair user since 

she was 4 years old due to sequels of polio, Risnawati is committed to challenging societal barriers and 

prejudices against people with disabilities and to empowering women and children with disabilities so that 

all persons with disabilities can participate in society, enjoy equal rights, and be treated with dignity.    

Charlotte McClain-Nhlapo 

Charlotte V. McClain-Nhlapo is Global Disability Advisor of the World Bank Group. 

As Disability Advisor, she focuses on working with and supporting operational teams across the institution 

to ensure that Bank policies, programs and projects take people with disabilities into consideration. Before 

joining the World Bank, she served as USAID’s coordinator for disability and inclusive development, 

appointed by U.S. President Barack Obama in 2011 to lead the government’s efforts in disability inclusive 

development, from developing policies and country strategies to technical assistance for program 

implementation. 

Prior to that, she worked as a Senior Operations Officer at the Bank to integrate disability inclusive 

development into operations in the East Asia Pacific and Africa regions. Earlier in her career, she was 

appointed by President Nelson Mandela to the South African Human Rights Commission focusing on social 

and economic rights, disability rights, and child rights. From 1996 to 1998, she also served as a project 

officer on child protection for UNICEF. 

 


