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Excellencies, distinguished delegates and participants, 

In the occasion of the fourth review and appraisal of the Madrid International Plan of 

Action on Ageing, I would like to start by thanking ESCAP and all of the member states 

to involve us in the critical opportunity for regional development. 

Population ageing is often brought on by individuals living longer, largely attributable to 

socioeconomic advances. This phenomenon is further fuelled by low fertility rates, 

observed in some of the countries in the region. 

Population ageing, without a doubt, is an achievement of sustainable development, and 

older persons have much to contribute. In many countries, older persons are responsible 

for looking after the grandchildren, and tend to have more time to volunteer and 

contribute to local communities than those who are economically active.  

However, far too often, older persons are left behind, with women bearing the brunt. 

Women constitute the majority of the ‘oldest old’ - those above 80 years of age - and due 

to men’s greater life-time earnings in most countries, there is an increasing feminization 

of poverty among older women. 

The challenges that older persons face in our region have been made more profound 

amid the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.  

As a custodian of the landmark Programme of Action that stemmed from the 1994 

International Conference of Population and Development, or ICPD with its vision of rights 

and choices for all, UNFPA is increasingly being called upon by governments and civil 

society partners to help strategize and support policies to address population ageing in 

these regions region and globally.  

A life-cycle approach, with gender equality and social inclusion at its core, can support 

all generations so as to address fundamental societal and human-rights issues revealed 

by rapid population ageing and extreme fertility decline.  

This will require us to:  

1. Promote healthy lifestyles throughout the life-course;  

2. Ensure life-long choices of pregnancy, childbirth, and childbearing both in the 

context of low and high fertility; 

3. Strengthen social policies to ensure that all individuals can attain education and 

decent work, and have access to social safety nets to reduce the concentration of poverty 

in older populations;  

4. Eliminate discrimination against older persons or ageism through the promotion 



of social inclusion, and age-friendly environments to transform society towards healthy 

ageing. 

5. Recognise the knowledge gap on sexual health of older persons and address 

any issues based on the ICPD principles. 

I hope that a series of not only essential components of MIPAA review and appraisal, 

but also conversations and discussions we have in and out of the meetings room. These 

consorted efforts will lead efforts to address the population ageing to a new level of 

achievement. 

 


