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I wish to acknowledge the purpose of the Special Body this year is to bring forth policy 

messages that are specific to Asia-Pacific LDCs, both graduating and recently 

graduated countries.  

 

Let me contribute by highlighting Tuvalu’s progress in implementing the Istanbul 

Programme of Action, based on Tuvalu’s latest progress report, and highlight some 

key development challenges: 

 

o Tuvalu remains highly vulnerability to climate change and natural 

disasters. There is also an urgent need to mobilize financial resources for 

building resilience, as well as, for climate change adaptation. Moreover, 

accessing development finance remains an uphill battle. 

o With this in mind, LDC graduation may exacerbate Tuvalu’s challenges 

as, upon graduation, there maybe possible reduction of grants and 

concessional loans, and the withdrawal of preferential market access for 

exports and several other benefits.  

o To this end, I wish to recognise Document ESCAP/77/4 (paragraph 

63), which states that “mitigating the adverse impacts of the pandemic 

will be particularly difficult for graduating countries that are facing the 

withdrawal of duty-free and quota-free exports and the cessation of 

access to certain concessional financing sources while focusing on their 

socioeconomic recovery.”  

o I also recognise Document ESCAP/77/4 (paragraph 34), which refers to 

Tuvalu’s Climate Change and Disaster Survival Fund Act of 2015 as one 

of the concrete efforts to address extreme vulnerability and to enhance 

the country’s resilience.  

 

Let me turn to suggested actions for LDCs’ development partners and for ESCAP to 

address these challenges, pertinent to Tuvalu: 

http://unohrlls.org/custom-content/uploads/2019/12/Tuvalu-Report.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/d8files/event-documents/ESCAP_77_4_E.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/d8files/event-documents/ESCAP_77_4_E.pdf


o I wish to call on the international community for “increased international 

assistance both technical and financial to continue building the resilience 

of Tuvalu, social protection activities for all and expand investment in 

resilient infrastructure” (Tuvalu’s IPoA report).  

o Let me reinforce this message by acknowledging Document 

ESCAP/77/4 which emphasizes the need for robust and comprehensive 

social protection systems (paragraph 71) and the call for increased 

support to climate finance (paragraph 35). 

o I wish to further emphasize the importance of the international 

community in strengthening and expanding international support 

measures both for graduating and graduated countries. This is especially 

important given the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic and to build 

resilience in these countries to prevent future shocks.  

o Let me call for “a more detailed analysis of the consequences of 

graduation” (Tuvalu’s IPoA report) to prepare a smooth transition 

strategy and request ESCAP to provide Tuvalu with technical and 

financial assistance to support the preparation of the strategy.  

Lastly, I wish to reiterate the importance of, and urgent need for, building economic, 

social and environmental resilience of small island LDCs, including graduating and 

graduated ones, and call for enhanced engagement and coordination of development 

partners.  

 

Thank you. 

 

-END- 
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