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‘Sustainable Development’ in International Trade Agreements

• More countries include ‘sustainable development’ disciplines
including environmental-related provisions in their trade
agreements.

• The inclusion varies from merely mentioning in the preamble to
providing a dedicated chapter.

• The vision of anchoring sustainability values in trade agreement
does not share by all countries.

• Canada, the EU, and the United States were the forerunners that
link trade deals with environmental and sustainability goals.

• Others (e.g., Australia) take the position of separating trade and
environmental issues.

• Almost all trade agreements concluded by Indonesia do not contain
specific sustainability related provisions.

• ASEAN’s trade agreements including recently concluded RCEP do
not include dedicated chapter on environment nor TSD chapter.

Source: https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2021/sep/09/morrison-accused-
of-hurting-australias-reputation-to-please-nationals-after-climate-goals-cut-from-uk-
trade-deal



ASEAN’s Notable Milestones to Community Building



ASEAN Charter



Coordination Mechanism of ASEAN Integration



Sustainability in ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community

Source: https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/The-ASEAN-Sustainable-Cities-June-July-2021.pdf



Sustainability in ASEAN Economic Community



AEC 2025 Consolidated Action Plan and Sectoral Work Plans



TSD Chapter in ASEAN Members’ bilateral FTA
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Example Spectrum of Commitments 



Building Up Common Modalities
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