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Introduction: The Covid-19 pandemic highlighted the limitations of existing trade 

rules in ensuring trade resilience during crises. There are two ways of including more 

specific and dedicated legal provisions in trade agreements to minimise the impacts 

from trade disruption in times of crisis: (1) amending existing chapters of trade 

agreements to incorporate such provisions, or (2) introducing a new and separate 

standalone chapter. In this side event, a model stand-alone chapter will be presented 

as a template to be further tailored to meet specific needs of the Parties in actual 

trade agreements. The session will enable interaction with the main drafters to discuss 

ways forward, and include a panel discussion with invited trade policy and negotiation 

experts to share their ideas on how to RTAs may help ensure trade remains resilient 

and predictable during crisis. Related tools delivered as part of the UN Initiative on 

Model Provisions for Trade in Times of Crisis and Pandemic will also be introduced.  

The Model Chapter is available at https://www.unescap.org/kp/2022/model-chapter-

trade-crisis-situations-regional-trade-agreements 

 

Tentative programme 

10:00-10:05 
Opening 
remarks 

Rupa Chanda, Director of Trade, Investment and Innovation 
Division, ESCAP 

Moderator: Mr. Yann Duval, Chief of Trade Policy and Facilitation Section, Trade, Investment 
and Innovation Division, ESCAP 

10:05-10:20 
Presentation of 

the Model 
Chapter 

Ms. Tracey Epps, Member of the Core Expert Group of the 
Initiative on Model Provisions for Trade in Times of Crisis and 
Pandemic. Ms. Epps is a former New-Zealand trade negotiator 
and main drafter of the Model Chapter. 

10:20-10:50 Discussion 

Mr. Mikheil Janelidze, Former Vice Prime Minister of Georgia 
(2017-2018). Mr. Janelidze currently supports CAREC countries 
on trade negotiation and was also Vice Minister of Economy 
and Chief Trade Negotiator of Georgia during 2011-2015. 

Ms. Kati Suominen, Founder and CEO of Nextrade Group. Ms 
Suominen has extensive experience advising governments, 
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development banks, and Fortune 500 technology companies 
on trade policy issues worldwide.  

Ms. Kejpiroon Kate Kohsuwan, Commercial Advisor, Ministry 
of Commerce, Thailand. Ms. Kohsuwan has over 30 years’ 
experience working on trade issues, including trade 
negotiations. 

Mr. Manh Ha Phan, International consultant on tariff and rules 
of origin in RTAs. Mr. Phan was a senior officer in the ASEAN 
Secretariat, supporting RCEP negotiations and working on 
trade and economic relations of the ASEAN-Dialogue Partners. 

10:50-11:00 Q&A and closing remarks 

 

 


