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Third Thematic Workshop of the Infrastructure Financing and 

Public-Private Partnerships (PPP) Network of Asia and the Pacific 
 

Increasing access to cost-effective digital healthcare through ICT infrastructure 
in rural and remote areas: The role of Public-Private Partnership 

 

Virtual Meeting, MS Teams 
12:00 -15:30 

30 September 2021 
 

TENTATIVE CONCEPT NOTE  
 

Background 

Infrastructure development is a critical pillar for member States to achieve and maintain the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030. However, there is a huge gap in the infrastructure field in the region. 
According to the 2021 Asia-Pacific SDG Progress Report, Asia and the Pacific region is currently making 
slow progress on achieving all the 17 SDGs, including Goal 9 - Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure. 
Therefore, there is an urgency to mobilize private recourses through public-private partnerships (PPP), 
which is essential to increase financing for sustainable and resilient infrastructure. However, preparing 
bankable and feasible high-quality infrastructure projects remain a significant challenge in developing 
PPP projects.  

Governments in most Asia-Pacific developing countries face the challenge to meet the growing demand 
for sustainable and resilient infrastructure. As available funding from the traditional sources and capacity 
in the public sector to implement many projects remain limited, governments have found that partnership 
with the private sector is an attractive alternative. Governments need to provide investment and climate 
policy frameworks that support the rapid and crucial transformations required. The international 
community has increasingly recognized the need for such transformation as all countries in the Asia-
Pacific region are obligated to meet the SDGs. Governments in the region have increasingly turned to the 
private sector to provide infrastructure services in energy and power and in ICT and social infrastructure 
that were once delivered by the public sector.  

In an effort to deepen the broader regional Network dialogues and enhance the operational capacity of 
member States on the application of PPP and infrastructure financing instruments, ESCAP successfully 
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conducted the Second Thematic Workshop of the Infrastructure Financing and PPP Network of Asia and 
the Pacific on “Preparing and Assessing Sustainable and Resilient PPP Infrastructure Projects” virtually on 
10 March 2021. With tailored case study presentations by PPP experts and in-depth interactions, the 
workshop provided the member States with technical support on preparing resilient, sustainable, and 
bankable infrastructure projects. Given another COVID surge in the region, there are rising demand and 
interest from member States to explore pathways to advance needed telemedicine innovations and the 
resilient infrastructure needed to deliver more equitable healthcare in rural and remote areas of the 
countries in the pandemic time.  

In this regard, ESCAP partners with the China Public-Private Partnerships Center (CPPPC) under the 
Ministry of Finance and Asian Development Bank (ADB) to realize the promise of telemedicine in rural and 
remote areas via more resilient Information and communication technology (ICT) infrastructure 
development. ESCAP is committed to addressing key challenges in preparing bankable infrastructure 
projects and implement concrete solutions to financing quality infrastructure that is inclusive, sustainable, 
and resilient.  

Objective  

Based upon the interests and suggestions raised by the member States during the Second Thematic 
Workshop, ESCAP is organizing the subsequent Third Thematic Workshop with a more specific focus on 
the digital healthcare sector and telecommunications sector on strategies to uptake cost effective 
telemedicine innovations in rural, remote and disaster-prone areas in Asia and the Pacific region. It will 
also provide capacity building to PPP units to advance pilots and projects to build more resilient ICT 
infrastructures to ensure that no one is left behind. The main sessions of this workshop are as follows:  

I. Discuss pathways to advance telemedicine innovations, and building more resilient ICT 
infrastructure in the face of disaster vulnerability  
 

II. Enhance the bankability of projects in this area in order to access private financing, including 
through the creative application of telemedicine in underserved areas 
 

III. Elaborate development partner strengths and call upon private sector expertise 
 

IV. Share best practices from the region 
 

V. Elaborate the role that PPP needs to play to move this work forward 

 

Programme 
 

Time  
(Bangkok 
time, GMT+7)   

30 September 2021  
Online Platform: Link will be provided upon confirmation of participation   

11:50 – 12:00  
 

Meeting Link Activated. Audio/Visual Test with Participants 

12:00 – 12:05 Welcome Remark 

Ms. Tientip Subhanij, Chief of Investment and Enterprise Development, UNESCAP  

12:05– 12:05 Digital Group Photo  
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12: 05– 12:20 
 
 
  

Opening session 

The challenge of advancing innovations in telemedicine via ICT infrastructure in rural, and 
remote areas in the Asia-Pacific is key to leaving no one behind. Yet such digital innovations 
call for stable and strong broadband to deliver their promise.  
 
Presenters 

• Mr. Eric Roeder, Coordinator, Infrastructure Financing and PPP Network of Asia 
and the Pacific, UNESCAP. Presentation: Why we are here and what we expect to 
accomplish  

  

12:20 – 13:20 

 
 

Session 1. Country experience  

This session provides a snapshot of the demands, challenges and financing options on 

healthcare and ICT in rural and remotes areas in the Asia-Pacific region. 

Moderator 

Mr. Xie Fei, Director of Information Management Department, CPPPC 

Presenters 

• Mr. Purushartha Baldeo, Joint Secretary, Infrastructure Policy & Finance 
Division, Ministry of Finance, INDIA 

• Mr. Fogapoa Samoa, Assistant CEO for PPP and Privatization Division, Ministry 
for Public Enterprises, SAMOA 

• Dr. Ifrad, Senior Health & PPP Specialist, PT Sarana Multi Infrastruktur (Persero), 
Ministry of Finance, INDONESIA 

Q&A (10 minutes)  

  

13:20 – 14:20 Session 2. The importance of telemedicine and its innovations  
 
Telemedicine and its innovations in tele-diagnosis and telepathology are keys to advancing 
critical healthcare services. Digital health has become a crucial step on the path to attaining 
universal health coverage and the SDGs. This is due to the scarcity of healthcare 
practitioners particularly in rural and remote areas and the ability of digital health to offer 
a pragmatic solution to address the scarcity. Information and communication technologies 
(ICTs) applied to the field healthcare offer multiple advantages for diagnostic, pathology 
services and remote consultations. 

Moderator 

Mr. Akash Bhavsar, Managing Director, Skyquest  

Presenters 

• Dr. Ronan Daly, Senior Lecturer, Department of Engineering, University of 
Cambridge  

• Ms. Natalia Korchakova-Heeb, Global Lead for Public-Private Partnerships and 
Greenfield Hospitals, Siemens   

• Mr. Alap Adeshara, Founder, Relox Virtual Lab   

Q&A (10 minutes) 

  

14:20 – 15:20 
Session 3. Innovative and resilient infrastructure to deliver the promise of 
telemedicine: The Role of innovations 

Telemedicine needs to call upon infrastructure that is both resilient, cost effective and 
innovative as well as applicable in rural and remote settings. 
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Moderator   

Ms. Samantha Hung, Chief of Gender Equality Thematic Group, Sustainable Development 
and Climate Change Department, ADB 

 

Presenters 

• Mr. Stefan Videv, Director of Engineering, LiFi Research & Development Center, 
Department of Electronic & Electrical Engineering, University of Strathclyde, UK 

• Ms. Yoonee Jeong, Senior Digital Technology Specialist (Digital Connectivity), 
Digital Technology for Development Unit, Sustainable Development and Climate 
Change Department, ADB 

• Mr. Kin Wai Chan, PPP Specialist, PPP Thematic Group Secretariat, ADB  

• Ms. Pamela Wyatt, Principal Public Management Specialist, Pacific Regional 
Department, ADB 

Q&A (10 minutes) 

  

15:20 –15:30   
Closing Remarks 

Mr. Eric Roeder, Network Coordinator, UNESCAP  

 

 
 
 

 

 


