
 

 

  

  
 

 

 
  

Voluntary National Survey for Monitoring of Progress in Asia and the Pacific towards 

the Implementation of the 2013 Asian and Pacific Ministerial Declaration on Population 

and Development and the Programme of Action of the  

International Conference on Population and Development  

 

Background  

This voluntary national survey will provide information on progress regarding the 

implementation of the 2013 Asian and Pacific Ministerial Declaration on Population and 

Development1 and the Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population 

and Development (ICPD) in Asia and the Pacific.2 Results from the survey will be reported 

and discussed at the Seventh Asian and Pacific Population Conference, in 2023. 

 

The ICPD Programme of Action provides an invaluable framework to guide Member States 

in enhancing the quality of life and well-being of every individual and promoting human 

development by underscoring the interrelationship between development policies and 

programmes, human rights, and economic and social development. At the 20-year Asia-

Pacific regional review of the Programme of Action, in 2013, ESCAP member States 

adopted the Asian and Pacific Ministerial Declaration on Population and Development. This 

Declaration serves as region-specific guidance on population and development in the context 

of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.  

 

During the 2018 intergovernmental meeting for the Midterm Review of the Asian and 

Pacific Ministerial Declaration, a monitoring framework was presented to ESCAP members 

and associated members to monitor progress in implementing the recommendations of both 

documents in the region. This framework was based on existing SDG indicators and targets 

to reduce the reporting burden on member States. The ESCAP Committee on Social 

Development, during its sixth session in 2020, endorsed the monitoring framework, noting 

that it would serve as an essential tool for voluntary, regular assessment and reporting of 

progress of implementation of the ICPD Programme of Action and the 2013 Ministerial 

Declaration.3 

 

At the Committee session, several member States recognized existing data gaps and lack of 

capacity at the national level in collecting, generating and disseminating reliable sex- and 

age-disaggregated data. In preparation for the Seventh Asian and Pacific Population 

Conference, in 2023, ESCAP, with support from UNFPA, has developed a survey based on 

the monitoring framework to assist member States in collecting data and monitoring the 

implementation of the ICPD Programme of Action and the 2013 Ministerial Declaration. 

The survey is highly qualitative in nature, aiming to understand countries’ progress and 

achievements in all priority action areas, along with key challenges and lessons learned. 

Additionally, ESCAP has compiled quantitative information on the SDG indicators 

identified in the monitoring framework and is providing this information to member States 

                                                   
1 https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/Report%20of%20APPC%202013.pdf. 
2 Report of the International Conference on Population and Development, Cairo, 5-13 September 1994 (United 

Nations publication, Sales No. E.95.XIII.18), chap. I, resolution 1, annex. 
3 ESCAP/CSD/2020/3. 
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II. National coordination mechanism for implementation of the 2013 

Asian and Pacific Ministerial Declaration on Population and 

Development, and the Programme of Action of the International 

Conference on Population and Development 

 

1.1 Is there a national coordination mechanism to support 

implementation of the 2013 Asian and Pacific Ministerial 

Declaration on Population and Development, and the Programme of 

Action of the International Conference on Population and 

Development? 

If “yes”, please provide information for the question below. 

If “no”, please skip section III below. 

Yes  

Steering 

committee 

of the 13th 

national 

economic 

and social 

development 

plan will be 

utilised to 

move some  

crucial  

population 

agendas 

No  

1.2 Name of the coordination mechanism and website link if available: 

Please elaborate: 

1.3 Year of establishment: 

Please elaborate: 

1.4 What level does the 

coordination mechanism operate 

at: 

 Prime minister or highest level of government 

 Minister 

 Director 

 Other: Please elaborate:  

1.5 Are civil society organizations included as members of the 

coordination mechanism?  

Yes  

 

No  

1.6 Does the coordination mechanism have formalized Terms of 

Agreement or other formal operating agreements? 

If “yes”, please elaborate on the functions of the coordination 

mechanism:  

Yes  No  
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1.7 How often does the 

coordination mechanism 

meet? 

 

 

 Monthly 

 Quarterly              

 Yearly                   

 Ad-hoc, as needed 

 The committee has not yet 

met 

 Other (please 

elaborate):  

1.8 Contact information, including mailing address, telephone/fax, email and website link for 

members of the coordination mechanism: 

please elaborate: same as a coordinator  

 

III. Challenges and successes in achieving progress concerning priority 

action areas outlined in the 2013 Asian and Pacific Ministerial 

Declaration on Population and Development  
 

The following sections cover the 11 priority action areas outlined in the 2013 Asian and Pacific 

Ministerial Declaration on Population and Development. Please answer the questions in regard to 

the specific priority area mentioned in the text. This is to help measure which priority areas are 

characterized by challenges and by progress, as well as identify any achievements, good practices 

and lessons learned that can be shared with other countries regarding specific areas. 
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5.B. Lack of human resources dedicated to 

health  

   Enhancing morale for health-

related personnel by 

providing job security, 

benefits, and capacity 

building such as recruiting 

personnel who had been 

working in response to 

Covid-19 as civil servants, 

increasing compensation, and 

enhancing knowledge for 

village health volunteers 

(VHVs). 

6.B. Lack of financial resources dedicated to 

health  

    

7.B. Lack of capacity development for 

implementation of programmes on health  

    

8.B. Lack of data on health, particularly 

disaggregated data 

    

9.B. Lack of overall political support related to 

health  

    

10.B. Lack of cross-ministerial coordination 

related to health  

    

11.B. Lack of international support related to 

health  

    

12.B. Lack of development partner coordination 

related to health  

    

13.B. Lack of public awareness and 

understanding of health  

   1) Creating a communication 

network among the public 

sector, private sector, 

citizens, civil society, and 

celebrities/influencers.  

2) Managing the 

communication/distribution 

of news and information 

through online channels to 

the public  

3) Setting up a system  to 

promote Health Literacy  

4) Increasing the capacity of 

organizations in the health 

system and developing a 

system to respond to fake 

news promptly. 

14.B. A bottom-up approach to health not 

followed (e.g., involvement of persons 

with lowest access to health care, etc.) 

    

15.B. COVID-19 and other disasters, 

emergencies and crises prevented 

implementation of programmes on health  

   Thailand extended project 

duration and adjusted 

operational plan according to 

the current context. 
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1.D. Are any priority actions for education included in your National 

Development Strategy or other development plans? please elaborate  

If “yes”, please provide: 

a) the strategy name/link 

The Higher Education, Science, Research and Innovation Policy and 

Strategy (2020-2027)  

 

https://www.mhesi.go.th/index.php/en/aboutus/stg-policy/930-2563-

2570.html  

 

(b) date or time frame of the strategy/plan   
2020-2027 

 

(c) page number that references this action area  

11-53 

  

(d) main elements of the action area  

 

There are 4 platforms in the 2020–2027 Policy and Strategy. Each 

one includes programs to further the implementation process which 

are  

1. Manpower and knowledge development  

2. Research, development and innovation for grand challenges   

3. Research, development and innovation for competitiveness   

4. Research and development for area-based development and 

inclusiveness.    

 

(d) its impact  

The development of Education, Science, Research, and Innovation 

will play a crucial role in supporting the achievement of the 

country's important challenges as follows: 

 

1. Developing people - emphasis on developing quality 

personnel who can learn on their own throughout their lives 

and possess necessary skills for the country's economic and 

social development. 

 

2. Creating knowledge - focus on research to accumulate 

knowledge as a foundation for future development and to 

enhance the country's abilities and strengths in various areas. 

 

3. Innovating - fostering and developing the ability of 

entrepreneurs and innovators, developing innovative 

environmental systems in various areas to support the 

creation and transformation of innovations into economic 

and social values. 

 

Adapting the role of universities - promoting universities as 

significant pillars for developing people, creating knowledge, and 

innovating to meet the country's challenges through changing the 

roles, missions, curricula, learning processes, and management 

systems of universities. 

 

Yes  

 

No   
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G. Ageing 
N/A 

Overall policy environment 
1.G. Are any priority actions for ageing included in your National 

Development Strategy or other development plans? please elaborate  

If “yes”, please provide: 

(a) the strategy name/link The 20-year National strategy, besides we 

have the 20 year national population plan which bring crucial 

elements of population development holistically to set certain focus. 

And for old age, we have the national elderly development plan.  

(b) date or time frame of the strategy/plan the 20 year is up until 

2037 and in between, like the elderly plan, we have 5 year and the 

long term one (til 2037).  

(c) page number that references this action area  
(d) main elements of the action area dealing with issues for old age 

e.g. employment, palliative care. Moreove, when addressing aging 

society, most of the plans touch upon other groups of polulation 

since the childhood with the belief that the strong foundation is 

needed to thrive super aged society. 

(d) its impact not have a clear evaluation yet  

 

Yes  

 

No   

2.G. Have there been any amendments or improvements to legislation, or 

new policies or action plans relating to the 2013 Asian and Pacific 

Ministerial Declaration on Population and Development priority area 

“Ageing” since 2013? please elaborate  

If “yes”, please provide:  it’s on going but not yet finished, e.g. the 

act on national pension (Ministry of Finance)  

(a) the name of the legislation, policy and/or action plan and website 

link  

(b) date of implementation and time frame  

(c) its main elements  

(d) its impact 

Yes  

 

No   

Achievements and good practices 
3.G. Aside from what is listed above, what are some key achievements in the area of 

ageing in the country since 2013?  

please elaborate on achievements, by providing specific examples and their 

impact: I think our achievement is on provision especially universal old age 

allowance, universal healthcare as well as the targeting welfare card for the poor. 

These alleviate a lot of burden for people and certain vulnerable groups.   

4.G. Are there any good practices the country has developed in operationalizing 

programmes on ageing that other countries may find useful? 

please elaborate and provide specific examples:  

Challenges 
In implementing priority actions for ageing, has the Government encountered any of the following 

challenges? 
[1 = never, 2 = sometimes, 3 = always] 
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Challenges 

1 2 3 If answer 2 or 3, have you 

addressed the challenge? 

please elaborate: 

5.G. Lack of human resources dedicated 

to ageing  

   The issue of ageing is 

raised up with supporting 

plans. However, 

implementation may not 

complete and the coverage 

is not widespread 

nationally (except the 

universal schemes 

mentioned before). We 

have bit of these and that 

and start to do the jobs 

6.G. Lack of financial resources 

dedicated to ageing  

   

7.G. Lack of capacity development for 

implementation of programmes on 

ageing 

   

8.G. Lack of data on ageing, particularly 

disaggregated data 

   

9.G. Lack of overall political support 

related to ageing 

    

10.G. Lack of cross-ministerial 

coordination related to ageing  

   

11.G. Lack of international support related 

to ageing  

   

12.G. Lack of development partner 

coordination related to ageing  

   

13.G. Lack of public awareness and 

understanding of ageing  

    

14.G. A bottom-up approach to ageing not 

followed (e.g., involvement of older 

persons, particularly those most 

marginalized, etc.) 

    

15.G. COVID-19 and other disasters, 

emergencies and crises prevented 

implementation of programmes on 

ageing 

   If “2” or “3”, please also 

name the disaster (s), 

emergency, etc.  

What I know is that during 

covid, some regular 

budgets were cut around 

10% . Besides, some help 

for the old aged in a 

condensed area was not 

well reached out.   

16.G. Has the country experienced any other major challenges in implementation of 

programmes on ageing? please elaborate and provide specific examples: The 

challenge is that how to allocate budget in the context of Thailand that ages so 

fast with a large number of elderly whom are not rich yet (has to depend on the 

state a lot). So the state assistances will have many dimensions to tackle. 

Lessons learned 
17.G. Are there any lessons learned in the area of ageing not already mentioned that 

other countries could benefit from? please elaborate and provide specific 

examples:  
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2.H. Have there been any amendments or improvements to legislation, or 

new policies or action plans relating to the 2013 Asian and Pacific 

Ministerial Declaration on Population and Development priority area 

“International migration” since 2013? please elaborate  

If “yes”, please provide:  

1. 

(a) the name of the legislation, policy and/or action plan and website 

link: 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on labour cooperation with 

neighbouring countries 

(b) date of implementation and time frame: 2003 - present 

(c) its main elements: 

These MOUs are examples of regular migration pathways created 

through bilateral relations between Thailand and Laos, Myanmar, 

and Cambodia. Migrant workers under these MoUs will undergo 

medical check-up and receive an orientation on their rights and 

duties, introduction to Thai culture and etiquette, and channels to 

seek assistance should they need, in their native languages at the 

Centers for Initiation and Termination of Employment in the three 

border provinces. Upon completion of this process, they will receive 

non-Thai ID cards, which will facilitate transactions, such as 

opening of a bank account, and their movement anywhere in 

Thailand. 

(d) its impact 

These MoUs guarantee fair and transparent recruitment and freedom 

of movement, as well as enable enrollment in the Social Security 

Scheme, which provide benefits and compensations in cases of 

accident, health and sickness, disability, death, birth and welfare of 

descendant, retirement, and job loss similar to those accorded to 

Thai employees. 

2. 

(a) the name of the legislation, policy and/or action plan and website 

link: 
Access to education for all policy, including migrant children 

(b) date of implementation and time frame: 2005 - present 

(c) Its main elements:  

1. With the “Education for All” policy, the Ministry of Education 

has been committed to providing 12-year basic education (from pre-

school to grade 9) to all children, regardless of their nationalities or 

immigration status. 

2. Both documented and undocumented migrant children can enroll 

in Thai public schools. 

3. Undocumented migrant children will be assigned “G code” by 

schools. 

(d) Its impact 

This policy opens doors for education opportunities, as it allows 

children to study in schools and be provided with subsidized school 

lunches in the same manner as Thai students.  

3. 

(a) the name of the legislation, policy and/or action plan and website 

link: 
Action plan on Preventing and Resolving Trafficking in Persons 

to support the National Security Strategies  

(b) date of implementation and time frame: 2018 - 2037 

(c) Its main elements:  

Yes  

 

No   
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7.K. Lack of capacity development for 

implementation of programmes on data and 

statistics 

   -Develop personnel 

with knowledge and 

expertise in statistics 

and digital both at the 

functional and area-

based level. 

- Prepare a project to 

establish a framework 

for the national 

statistical personnel 

competency and 

development 

curriculum that is 

aligned with the 

current situation. 

)Conducted under the 

3rd edition of the 

Thailand Statistical 

System Master Plan) 

8.K. Lack of information for tracking of 

progress on data and statistics 

   - Develop a system to 

support the 

management of the 

statistical system and 

the assessment of the 

quality of official 

statistics. (Conducted 

under the 3rd edition 

of the Thailand 

Statistical System 

Master Plan) 

- There is a plan to 

assess the quality of 

official statistics 

through the 

Govemment Data 

Catalog system. 

(Conducted under the 

3rd edition of the 

Thailand Statistical 

System Master Plan) 

9.K. Lack of overall political support related to 

data and statistics 

   Mechanism of the 

Thailand Statistical 

Committee that sets 

policies and approves 

crucial statistical plans 

and activities of the 

country which is a link 

between the work from 

the policy level to the 

implementation at the 

agency level. 
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19.K. Please select any needs the country may 

have in order to report on progress 

regarding the priority actions for data and 

statistics. Please check as many as apply to 

your country.  

 

 Capacity-building – data collection 

 Capacity-building – data analysis 

 Lack of monitoring frameworks 

 Resource mobilization                   

 Engagement with high-level 

politicians 

 Engagement with non-governmental 

stakeholders, civil society organizations, 

etc. 

 Advocacy/engagement with data 

collection entities 

 South-South cooperation 

 Public-private partnerships 

 Other (please elaborate):  

 








