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TUVALU ACCEDES TO ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS 
CONVENTION, CROSS-BORDER PAPERLESS TRADE AGREEMENT

On 8 December 2022, Tuvalu deposited its instruments of accession to the 
United Nations Convention on the Use of Electronic Communications in 

International Contracts, becoming its 17th State party and the third in the 
Pacific, where it joined Fiji and Kiribati.

On the same date, Tuvalu deposited also its instruments of accession to the 
Framework Agreement on the Facilitation of Cross-border Paperless Trade in 
Asia and the Pacific, becoming its 11th State party and the first in the Pacific.
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Globally, several currents are shaping the digital policy landscape

Growth of Digital Trade Standards 
Initiatives promoting policy coherence 
and harmonizing digital trading 
standards for the benefit of businesses, 
governments, and people everywhere

Digital Government Policy 
Standards for fully digital government 
that are Digital by design, with data-
driven public sector, Government as a 
platform, open by default, user-driven

Digital-only trade agreements
E.g. DEPA, DEA, treaty that establishes 
digital trade rules and digital economy 
collaborations between two or more 
economies

Building future-proof and 
sustainable digital infrastructure
The digital system need to be more 
integrated within our energy 
infrastructure and environment, digital 
to be better integrated into the energy 
infrastructure and spatial system, e.g. 
Lower Energy Acceleration Program

Democratization of AI
This involves using AI-based tools 
to spot and recognize trends, make 
decisions, forecast, learn, and improve

Source: DAA analysis, DAI



Classifications and Rules
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Ongoing negotiation and implementation of ASEAN and int’l digital agreements 
is driving adoption of digital policy standards by SEA countries

ASEAN

ASEAN’s digital economy and 
free trade agreements; and 
digital economy and 
infrastructure development 
masterplans: ASEAN ECA, 
RCEP, AANZFTA, DEFA

Singapore’s multilateral DEPA and 
digital economy agreements (DEA) 
with UK, Australia, New Zealand, 
Chile, South Korea

The World Trade Organization’s 
Joint-Statement Initiative on E-
Commerce 

Source: DAA analysis, DAI



ASEAN E-COMMERCE AGREEMENT (2021)



An assessment of the 
progress countries have 
made on their ASEAN 
digital policy 
commitments reveals 
significant gaps in in e-
trade facilitation 
(customs duties), 
consumer privacy and 
cross-border flow of 
information 
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Thailand Indonesia Laos MyanmarCambodia

Cybersecurity

Electronic 
transactions

e-Trade Facilitation

Consumer protection 
& data privacy

Cross-border flow of 
information

Open Internet Access 
and Internet 
governance

Business trust
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Source: ASEAN.org; relevant national laws and regulations; DAA analysis
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Not featured

Non-discrimination & liability
Market access
Net & technological neutrality



E-Commerce in RCEP (2022)

• The e-commerce chapter and rules should have been most exciting 
elements of agreement

• Asia is far advanced in sector
• Lots of work at ASEAN level, digital-only agreements, interesting digital 

rules in all kinds of trade arrangements 
• But…advanced rules not in RCEP at this time: too many members with too 

many concerns over digital trade now
• Will dramatically limit opportunities in key growth sector for RCEP now and 

into future
• Chapter will need to be revisited given technology shifts



WHAT’S NEXT ? STAND ALONE OR PART OF AN FTA ?

A Digital Economy Agreement (DEA) is a treaty that establishes digital trade rules and digital 
economy collaborations between two or more economies. Through DEAs with key partners, 
Singapore for instance hopes to develop international frameworks to foster interoperability of 
standards and systems and support our businesses, especially SMEs, engaging in digital trade 
and electronic commerce.

The Digital Economy Framework Agreement (DEFA) is expected to serve as an overarching 
document that integrate other digital action plans that ASEAN has into a single comprehensive 
strategy. DEFA will provide ASEAN a clear direction in order to achieve its ambition to have a 
leading role in the digital economy, through well-coordinated measures across relevant areas 
that is formalized into a legally binding agreement that considers the level of development 
and readiness of each Member State



ELABORATION OF E-COMMERCE RULES



No. Measure 

SO 4.1: E-commerce-related laws are made or amended based on UNCITRAL model laws as best international 
standard, plus other best international practices. 

4.1.1 Adopt UNCITRAL model laws on electronic transactions. 

4.1.2 Adopt other relevant laws and regulations increasing confidence for consumers and businesses and 
predictability of E-commerce. 

4.1.3 Increase the adoption and use of international standards that support E-commerce, as well as technology 
and network neutrality and interoperability. 

SO 4.2: International agreements on E-commerce benefitting FICs are negotiated and concluded. 

4.2.1 Develop FIC negotiators’ skills on E-commerce laws and regulations to support negotiation and 
implementation of future digital trade agreements and E-commerce provisions in FTAs. 

4.2.2 Negotiate a regional agreement on E-commerce to promote transparency, and predictability of domestic 
and cross-border E-commerce. 

 



Key Achievements - Legal & Regulatory

Regulatory Gap Analysis of e-commerce related laws, with 
particular focus on update of e-transactions. 

Options Paper on E-Commerce Laws with a focus on 
Consumer Protection.

Gap Analysis and recommendations for new ‘package’ 
of e-commerce laws.

The most comprehensive review and benchmarking for e-commerce laws across specific nations – options 
now under consideration – new laws expected.

Our approach blends four key areas (e-transactions, data protection, consumer protection & cybersecurity) 
with specific priorities of each market e.g. payments. 

Regulatory Gap Analysis and Benchmarking. Payments a 
particular focus. 



MAIN TAKEAWAYS
§ COVID-19 has accelerated interest and 

understanding of E-commerce, and for relevant 
policies, laws and regulations. 

§ Increasing number of e-commerce and digital 
only agreements, both bilateral, regional and 
even multilateral. Binding and non binding. 

§ Complexity of e-commerce rules and disciplines 
for Government officials

§ Negotiating is only the beginning. 
Implementation and uptake by the private sector 
are essential. 

§ Pacific Islands countries realizing the importance 
of e-commerce rules and regulations, making 
progress towards participating in multilateral 
discussions and adopting legal instruments

PACIFIC E-COMMERCE 
STRATEGY 

ASEAN E-COMMERCE 
AGREEMENT ET. AL.

SINGAPORE DEA AND 
DEPA


