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Session Three: Implementing economic, labour and social policies that ensure women are 
not left behind in the digital age and leveraging financing for inclusive digital development 
and gender transformative innovation 
 
Talking Points: 

 There is a need for strong policies that support women entrepreneurs to access and use 
digital technologies that support crowdfunding and seek out peer-to-peer funding, as well 
as access low-cost international cash transfers. The high cost of traditional banking and 
finance in the Pacific, is prohibitive for many small businesses. In addition, remittances play 
an important role in supporting small businesses. Digital technologies have a huge potential 
to improve business outcomes for women, through reaching new markets and accessing 
financial services. Yet they also pose new risks with women being left behind and exposed to 
new forms of violence and exploitation.  

 For the north pacific access to connectivity and technology is also linked to the cost of and 
availability of regular energy sources. We are implementing a number of initiatives aimed at 
offsetting the high cost of energy, including a utility subsidy for female headed households 
and substantial investment in green energy sources.  

 We note that there is strong potential for policies that promote the digitisation of 
businesses processes to benefit women-owned businesses. In particular the digitisation of 
business registration and taxation, would mean applying and reporting online is quicker and 
avoids transport costs and fees, which are particularly burdensome for time-poor women, 
although it does rely on an internet connection.  Digital technology also has the potential to 
link women owned businesses to new markets, particularly those engaged in handicrafts and 
other export markets.  

 We note the potential of implementing policies for gender-responsive procurement for ICT 
and other large infrastructure projects. Women in the Pacific are less likely to have access 
to a computer or a smart phone and are less likely to have the digital literacy skills to use 
online platforms. There is a need for policy or legislative frameworks that explicitly support 
or actively promote gender-responsive procurement.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


