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Good Practices
• Of the 47 countries that conducted VNRs at the 2020 HLPF, 

most have a development plan, strategy, or vision document.

• Most countries state that the development plan was the main 
instrument for the integration of the SDGs into the national 
policy framework.

• There are some signs of a “new” planning, which is less 
technocratic and less prescriptive in orientation 

• A growing number of National development plans and 
strategies incorporate: 
– bottom-up process that are influencing priorities

– strong evidence base, with a well-informed and reasoned diagnostic 
section 

– extensive consultation with stakeholders 

– orientation towards consensus and common understanding on core 
challenges (trust in a process to deliver outcomes)



Good Practices, cont.

• We also observe a shift from focus on economic dimension, 

to incorporate social and environmental issues

• Increasingly less focus on the plan alone, recognizing the 

importance of the process of gathering information and views 

in preparing the plan

• VNRs provide evidence of a range of measures countries are 

taking to embed the 2030 Agenda at the national level 

• In Finland, parliamentary resolutions oblige the Government 

to take the 2030 Agenda as a guiding document when 

formulating its programme and to link the 2030 Agenda to all 

relevant policies and measures



Good Practices, cont.

• In Ecuador a presidential decree has 

– declared the 2030 Agenda public policy of the national 

government 

– assigned to the national secretariat for planning 

responsibility for aligning planning instruments with the 

Agenda, in coordination with public administration and 

different levels of government.



Lessons learnt

• The VNRs ought not to be treated as an end in themselves, 

but instead as a lever for implementation

• Hence, the VNR does not end with the presentation at the 

HLPF in New York

• Conducting a review enables sharing of experiences and 

lessons learned with other countries, thus advancing the 

achievement of the 2030 Agenda across countries 

• However, it is incumbent on every country that those lessons, 

including the gaps and challenges identified, are fed back 

into the domestic cycle of review and implementation



Lessons learnt, cont.

• Countries tell us that the process of conducting the review 

leads to better cooperation between departments and 

agencies - building bridges between the silos. 

– Often the WGs and other structures set up for the review are the first 

time that officials jointly tackle what are inherently cross-cutting issues 

– The follow-up to the VNR should see efforts to institutionalize such 

cooperation, if possible, creating incentives for continuation

– For instance, in the Seychelles, planning guidelines require that 

ministries, departments and agencies provide details about their 

strategic plans’ alignment with the SDGs and the African Union’s 

Agenda 2063.



Lessons learnt, cont.

• Alignment of the national plan with the 2030 Agenda and its 
SDG is a first step. 

• A second step entails a deeper integration that includes
– identifying priority SDG targets (or their national equivalents) 

– evaluating the adequacy of the related polices and resources 
dedicated to their achievement 

• Integration also entails analyzing interlinkages between SDG 
targets, to seek out synergies (accelerators) and tradeoffs 

• While aspects of these analyses are technical, involving 
models, overall, it is critical that a wide spectrum of 
stakeholders are involved, for instance in obtaining a broad-
based set of priorities. 



Lessons learnt, cont.

• Localization of SDGs at sub-national levels is also 
emerging as strategically important because in most 
countries many SDGs related services are delivered at 
province/state and local levels

• To better support such efforts, DESA has prepared VLR 
Guidelines in all UN languages

• Ecuador’s Technical Planning Secretariat has developed 
guidelines for reflecting the 2030 Agenda and the SDGs 
in sub-national, territorial plans.
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