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Description	and	Training	Purpose	
	

The	purpose	of	this	training	module	is	to	promote	the	design	of	effective	policies	that	safeguard	
the	health	of	ecosystems	in	Asia	and	the	Pacific.	In	order	to	achieve	this,	the	session	will	build	
and	 reinforce	 capacities	 of	 government	 officials	 through	 the	 exploration	 of	 integrated	
environmental	actions,	ranging	from	approaches	for	action	on	the	nexus	between	biodiversity,	
ecosystems,	health	and	climate	to	 joint	action	on	ocean,	 freshwater	and	climate.	The	session	
will	 have	 a	 particular	 emphasis	 on	 the	 One	 Health	 approach	 and	 on	 ocean	 and	 climate	
synergies.	 Furthermore,	 the	 session	 will	 feature	 the	 presentation	 of	 findings	 included	 in	 a	
selection	 of	 knowledge	 products	 on	 the	 biodiversity-health-climate	 nexus	 and	 One	 Health,	
developed	by	ESCAP,	and	including	some	products	funded	by	the	Government	of	France.		

Thematic	Background	
	

The	COVID-19	pandemic	has	underscored	 the	 importance	of	 safeguarding	ecosystems	health,	
and	the	need	to	change	human	activities	and	patterns,	to	transform	business	as	usual	in	order	
to	live	in	harmony	with	our	planet.	It	has	also	highlighted	the	need	to	tackle	at	the	same	time	
the	 great	 crises	 of	 our	 times:	 the	 biodiversity,	 climate	 and	 health	 crises.	 Integrated	 policy	
actions,	 including	 the	 implementation	 of	 the	 One	 Health	 approach,	 tackling	 together	
environmental,	animal	and	plant	health	and	human	health,	can	support	a	green	recovery	from	
the	pandemic	and	create	a	path	towards	a	more	sustainable	future.	
	
Human	dynamics	on	land	have	an	effect	on	the	ocean;	this	includes	direct	phenomena,	such	as	
pollution	 from	 land	to	sea;	and	more	 indirect	consequences,	such	as	climate	change	 impacts.	
Climate	change	scenarios	predict	an	 increase	 in	temperature	averages,	which	will	bring	about	
catastrophic	repercussions	in	the	form	of	extreme	weather	events,	sea-level	rise	and	additional	
stressors	on	marine	biodiversity.	Against	this	backdrop,	effective	policies	are	needed	to	support	
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the	 recovery	 process	 in	 the	 post-pandemic	 context,	 to	 mitigate	 the	 effects	 of	 a	 changing	
climate	and	the	socioeconomic	aftermath	of	COVID-19.	

Training	Objectives	
	

Attending	the	session	will	provide	you	with:		
	

1) A	 comprehensive	 understanding	 of	 the	 biodiversity,	 ecosystems,	 health	 and	 climate	
nexus	and	the	 importance	of	adopting	a	One	Health	approach	to	address	 these	nexus	
issues;	

2) A	 comprehensive	 understanding	 of	 the	 relationship	 between	 terrestrial	 and	 marine	
ecosystems,	and	the	corresponding	impacts	of	climate	change	on	the	ocean;	

3) Recent	 findings	 included	 in	 working	 papers,	 policy	 briefs,	 methodologies	 and	 reports	
being	 developed	 by	 ESCAP,	 which	 can	 inform	 the	 policymaking	 and	 implementation	
processes;	

4) An	introduction	to	methodologies	to	assess	the	impacts	of	climate	change	on	the	ocean,	
through	the	analysis	of	sea-level	rise	in	selected	cities;	

5) Insights	into	the	future	of	climate	change	and	its	synergies	with	the	ocean,	to	help	you	
visualize	potential	scenarios	for	your	country	and	your	local	community;	

6) An	interactive	space	where	you	can	have	access	to	experts	and	policy	recommendations	
that	may	be	implemented/localized	in	your	country	and/or	government	agency.	
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Session	Structure	Overview	

Date	 Time	
(GMT+7)	

Topics	 Presenter(s)/	
Facilitator(s)	

Duration	
(min.)	

2	Dec	

9:30	 Opening/Welcome	Remarks	

Katinka	Weinberger,	Chief,	
Environment	and	

Development	Policy	
Section,	Environment	and	
Development	Division,	

ESCAP	

5	

Rémi	LAMBERT,		

First	Counselor,	Embassy	
of	France	in	Thailand	

5	

9:40	

Keynote	presentation	on	integrated	
approaches	to	biodiversity/	
ecosystems/human	health	and	climate		

Patrick	O’Farrel	

ESCAP	
15	

Keynote	presentation	on	Ocean	and	
Climate	Synergies	in	Asia-Pacific	

Ivonne	M	Radjawane	
Bandung	Institute	of	

Technology	
		

10	

Keynote	presentation	on	source-to-sea	
linkages	

Ruth	Mathews,		
Senior	Manager,	SIWI,	
Coordinator,	Action	

Platform	for	Source-to-Sea	
Management	

5	

Keynote	presentation	on	Marine	Litter	
prevention	

Abigail	Smith,	ESCAP	 5	

10:15	 Q&A	 Manuel	Castillo,	ESCAP	 15	
10:30	 Coffee	Break	 15	

10:45	
Launch	of	e-Learning	course	on	Water,	
the	Ocean	and	the	Sustainable	
Development	Goals	

Caroline	Turner,	ESCAP	 15	

11:00	 Knowledge	Check	+	Q&A	 Manuel	Castillo,	ESCAP	 10	

11:10	

Whiteboard	Discussion:	
- Participants	will	identify	source-

to-sea	dynamics	in	their	
countries,	as	well	as	policies	in	
place/lack	thereof	

Participants	will	discuss	how	climate	
change	has	affected	their	communities	

Manuel	Castillo,	ESCAP	 20	
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Modalities	of	Training	
	

The	training	will	offer	opportunities	to	ask	questions	to	the	panelists,	and	to	share	experiences	
and	 challenges	 from	 government	 officials.	 Participants	 will	 also	 answer	 multiple-choice	
questions,	in	the	form	of	“knowledge	checks”	to	confirm	their	understanding	of	the	issues.	
	
The	training	session(s)	will	be	conducted	in	the	form	of	interactive	webinars	via	Zoom.		
	
Active	 participation	 is	 encouraged,	 as	 well	 as	 the	 sharing	 of	 specific	 case	 studies	 and	 best	
practices	during	the	interactive	sessions.	
	

and	areas	of	work,	including	coastal	
and	marine	ecosystems	

11:30	 Summarize	discussion	and	share	
whiteboards	from	breakout	groups	

Manuel	Castillo,	ESCAP	 5	

11:35	

Present	findings	of	working	paper	(in	
progress)	on	Ocean	and	Climate	
Synergies		
Methodology	to	assess	sea-level	Rise	in	
Asia-Pacific 

Dayana	Matthew,	ESCAP	
Karmel	Moehammad 15	

11:50	
Knowledge	check	on	ocean/climate	+	
Q&A	
Recap	of	session 

Manuel	Castillo,	ESCAP	 5	

11:55	 Final	Remarks	

	
Katinka	Weinberger,	

ESCAP	
5	

Follow	us:	

	
https://www.unescap.org/	

		 		 	 @unescap	

	
@unitednationsescap	 	 @united-nations-escap	

	


