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Background 
 
The coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic has the potential to further derail the region’s progress towards 
achieving the 2030 Agenda for sustainable development. But the vision and ambition of the 2030 Agenda are no 
less critical and relevant today than they were in 2015 as the 2030 Agenda and the framework of the 17 
Sustainable Development Goals provide the most comprehensive road map for recovery. ESCAP’s latest 
Sustainable Development Goal progress assessment shows that achieving the 2030 Agenda is increasingly out 
of reach.  
 
The pace of progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals in the Asia-Pacific region is slowing down at a 
time when acceleration is needed urgently to recover from the COVID-19 pandemic and meet the targets by 2030.  
 
The region has made significant progress on affordable and clean energy (Goal 7) and industry, innovation and 
infrastructure (Goal 9) but has regressed on climate action (Goal 13) and responsible consumption and 
production (Goal 12). The Asia-Pacific has made little or no progress in the areas of quality education (Goal 
4), gender equality (Goal 5), water and sanitation (Goal 6), decent work and economic growth (Goal 8), sustainable 
cities and communities (Goal 11), and life below water (Goal 14). Negative trends, including on climate-related 
targets, may take decades to reverse. 
 
Only less than 10 per cent of the measurable targets are on track to be achieved by 2030 by Asia and the Pacific 
region, and the remaining targets require urgent and rapid acceleration of progress or reversal of negative trends.   
For the first time, more than half of the 231 Sustainable Development Goal indicators have sufficient data in Asia-
Pacific. However, despite the sharp increase since 2017, 47 per cent of the indicators still lack data. 



 

 

As the world continues to deal with the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, there is a clear call to action to embrace 
the 2030 Agenda and the framework of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals as a road map for recovery.  
 
Member States and stakeholders are invited to discuss outcomes of the 2022 assessment of Asia Pacific’s 
progress towards the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development as summarised in this document. They are also 
invited to discuss and propose concrete actions for (i) regional priorities for sustainable recovery from the 
Pandemic with a blueprint provided by the 2030 agenda for sustainable development, (iii) taking concrete and 
collective actions for leaving no one behind, and (iii) strengthening coordination in national statistical systems 
for evidence-based Sustainable Development Goal implementation. 
 
 

Programme 
 
 

Tentative Programme 

Agenda Item 2a: Building back better from COVID-19 while advancing the full 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda in Asia and the Pacific 

1 hour 30 min 
14:00-15:30 

Opening  

Presentation from the Secretariat on progress on implementation of the 
SDGs in Asia and the Pacific 
Mr. Kaveh Zahedi, Deputy Executive Secretary, ESCAP  
 
Interventions 
Mr. Mathias Cormann, Secretary-General of the OECD (video message)   

15 min 
14:00-14:15 

Member States and 
stakeholders’ 
statements 

The Chair of the Forum will invite interventions from Member States and 
stakeholders 
 

1 hour 15 min 
14:15-15:30 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Follow us: 

 https://www.unescap.org/      @unescap 

 @unitednationsescap  @united-nations-escap 
 


