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CONCEPT NOTE 
 
Background 
 

The North and Central Asian (NCA) subregion is not on track for achieving many 

of the environmental targets within the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) framework 

of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. On some targets there is even 

regression while for many of the targets data is lacking to measure baselines or progress.  

SDG 14 is focused on the conservation and sustainable use of the oceans, seas and 

marine resources. As shown in Figure 1, regression can be seen for targets 14.1.1 

(Chlorophyll-a divisiations) and 14.7.1 (fisheries), while progress on 14.5.1 (protected 

marine areas) is currently too slow. SDG 15 is focused on protecting, restoring, and 

promoting sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainable forest management, 

combatting desertification, reversing land degradation and halting biodiversity loss. 
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Figure 2 shows that progress is far too slow on all targets for which data exists, and 

in particular for 15.1.1 (forest area) and 15.5.1 (red list index), where there has been 

virtually no movement. Moreover, the COVID-19 pandemic shifted the immediate focus 

of governments and the public further away from environmental concerns and towards 

social and economic emergencies. 

Figure 1: Progress of Goal 14 in North and Central Asia 

 

Figure 2: Progress of Goal 15 in North and Central Asia 

 

To address these challenges, the session will focus on the key issues related to Life 

below Water and Life on Land in the subregion. These include land degradation and 

deforestation, droughts and water scarcity, glacier melt, pollution and biodiversity 

loss. The session will also address how all this challenges are exacerbated by climate 

change. According to a recent study, in Central Asia alone, the cost of inaction on land 

degradation would be 288 billion USD over a 30-year horizon, which is roughly five times 

the cost of action.i The consequences are being felt strongly by the more vulnerable 

groups located in rural areas, who are primarily dependent on agriculture for their 

livelihood. 

The detrimental impact on the environment is also visible in the vast biodiversity 

loss over the past decades. Within Central Asia and the Caucasus, 155 species have been 

assessed as being threatened with global extinction.ii Many areas identified as 

conservation priorities by various priority-setting analyses are unprotected. As an 

example, only 3.66% of the steppes is formally protected. The mismatch between these 
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areas and the existing protected areas highlights that there are important gaps to be 

addressed. 

For recovery to be green, sustainable and resilient, and to “build back better”, 

environmental considerations need to be part of a balanced and accelerated 

implementation of the 2030 Agenda at the national and subregional levels. The distinct 

vulnerabilities and needs, capacities and skills of different segments of society and the 

environment need to be explicitly taken into consideration. Also, it is essential for 

governments and other stakeholders to collaborate and implement policies at national 

and subnational levels. 

 

Objectives and Expected Outcomes 

The session will discuss approaches to tackling priority challenges and accelerating 

national and subregional action under SDGs 14 and 15. It will provide opportunities to 

share good practices and look at overarching policy approaches. It will also highlight the 

impact of climate change and COVID-19 and look at challenges in measurement of 

baselines and progress, accounting for interlinkages and financing accelerated 

implementation. Main discussion points will feed into the 2022 sessions of the Asia Pacific 

Forum for Sustainable Development (APFSD) and the HLPF. 

Participants 

The session is open to all stakeholders interested in a healthy planet and balanced 

development integrating environmental, social, economic and governance dimensions. 

The session particularly targets representatives from relevant ministries and agencies,  

national and subnational authorities, civil society groups, think tanks and academia 

focused on environmental restoration and sustainable development, business, as well as 

international development partners.  

Co-organizers 

The session will be co-organized by ESCAP and FAO. 

Tentative Programme 

*all times in Almaty local time [UTC +6] 
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Time* Description 

16:00 – 16:30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Housekeeping Announcements: Ms. Natalja Wehmer, Economic 

Affairs Officer, ESCAP [2 min] 

 

Welcome by Moderator: Ms. Barbara Janusz-Pawletta, Vice Rector on 

International Cooperation and Public Relations, Kazakh-German 

University [3 min] 

 

Overview Presentations Setting the Stage [25 min] 

• The State and Trends of Environmental Health in the North and 

Central Asia Subregion, Ms. Katinka Weinberger, Chief of 

Section, Environment and Development Policy Section, 

Environment and Development Division, ESCAP [10 min] 

Presenting the current progress on SDG 14 and 15 in North and Central 

Asia, and highlighting the data availability of the progress indicators. 

Which indicators are on track to meet their target by 2030? What has 

been the historic development? What are the underlying reasons for the 

current progress / lack of progress? 

• Managing Climate Risks for Addressing SDGs 14 and 15 in North 

and Central Asia, Mr. Sanjay Srivastava, Chief of Section, 

Disaster Risk Reduction Section, ICT and Disaster Risk Reduction 

Division, ESCAP [15 min] 

Presenting new results on emerging disaster and climate risks in the 

subregion, with a focus on heat waves and droughts, water scarcity, 

desertification, glacier melt and flooding, loss of biodiversity and land 

degradation. Addressing key questions such as: What are the adaptation 

and resilience pathways for managing climate risks? What role can nature 

based solutions play?  

16:30 – 17:15 Presentations of Good Practices from the North and Central Asia 

Subregion [45 min] 

This section will focus on concrete practices that support Life below Water and Life 

on Land in the subregion. Each practitioner will present one initiative and the 

problem it addresses, followed by a Q&A session with participants. This will feed 

as input into the panel discussion towards the end of the session. 
 

• (1) Central Asian Mammals Initiative: Protection of the 

Threatened Snow Leopard species, Ms. Safarbi Davlatova, 

Assistant to the Head of "Dashtijum" site of the Forestry 

Department of Shamsiddin Shokhin district, Tajikistan, Ms. 

Bibimoh Rahimova, Ranger in Sari Khosor jamoat, Baljuvan 
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district, Ms. Gulandom Holova, Employee of the State Forestry 

Department of Dashtijum, Shamsiddin Shokhin district [15 min]  

 

• (2) Nature-Based Solutions, Mr. Boris Erg, Director, IUCN 

Regional Office for Eastern Europe [8 min] 
 

• (3) Capacity Development Program on Soil Salinity Mapping and 

Soil Fertility Restoration in Central Asia, Mr. Makhmud 

Shaumarov, Regional Program Coordinator for CACILM-2, FAO 

[8 min] 
 

• (4) Steppe Restoration Initiative in Kazakhstan, Ms. Vera 

Voronova, Executive Director, Association for the Conservation 

of Biodiversity of Kazakhstan, BirdLife Kazakhstan [8 min] 

17:15 – 17:20 BREAK [5 min] 

17:20 – 18:10 Panel Discussion with Presenters and Policy Makers on Policy 

Options to Upscale Good Practices and Accelerate Implementation 

of SDGs 14 and 15 [50 min] 

The issues raised in the presentations will be addressed by a panel of policy 

makers, practitioners and experts focusing on scalable solutions to tackle the 

problems of the subregion, including different policy levers, national action plans, 

data availability and quality, investments, and sub-regional co-operation 

mechanisms, including in the context of COVID-19 recovery. 

Additional Discussants: 

• Mr. Rashid Karzhaspaev, Chief Expert of the Department of 

Environmental Policy and Sustainable Development, Ministry of 

Ecology, Geology and Natural Resources of the Republic of 

Kazakhstan 

• Mr. Serdar Eyeberenov, Заместитель начальника управления 

охраны окружающей среды и гидрометеорологии Deputy Head of 

the Department of Environmental Protection and Hydrometeorology, 

Ministry of Agriculture and environmental protection of Turkmenistan  

18:10 – 18:20 Wrap-up [10 min] 

• Participant’s Feedback on the Session, ESCAP [5 min] 

• Concluding remarks by the session moderator [5 min] 
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Guiding Questions for the Session 

• What is the current progress and trends of North and Central Asian states with 

regards to SDGs 14 and 15? Are there any best practices or innovative approaches 

to achieve better results on these SDGs? 

• How has the COVID-19 pandemic affected the ability of the relevant stakeholders 

to pursue SDG 14 and 15? What potential for further collaboration exists between 

different stakeholders to facilitate progress on these goals? 

• What are the main bottlenecks and challenges at national and subregional level 

and what policy solutions can be introduced to solve them? 

Further Information and Registration 
 

The 2021 subregional SDG Forum is taking place in virtual modality. It is conducted 

in English and Russian languages and is open to all interested participants. 

• Online registration for the Subregional SDG Forum is 

possible here or via QR code  

• Detailed information will be available on the official website 

here. 

• For further information, please contact  

escap-sonca@un.org 

 

i Mirzabaev et al. 2016 
ii IUCN Red List 2017 
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