
 

 

 
 
 
 
  Regional conversation: Equitable Access to Vaccines, 

Diagnostics and Therapeutics 
 
 

Introduction 
The COVID-19 pandemic has starkly exposed the inequalities between, and within, countries in 
access to vaccines, medicines and diagnostics.  The pandemic also has accentuated the existing 
weaknesses and deficiencies in the health systems of countries, in terms of financing, human 
resources and technologies. 
 
In the Asian and Pacific region, a large and often increasing part of health expenditure is out-of-
pocket payments. In many countries, these expenses are the main financing source of health 
expenditure. This has limited the access to care and treatment for COVID in many countries. Even 
in countries with relatively well-funded health systems, serious crises have occurred when COVID 
cases have multiplied rapidly and stretched health systems to their limits. There is a realization and 
an emerging momentum to invest more in health systems, and to make them adaptable to respond 
to new risks and threats, including pandemics. 
 
This has meant that a large number of countries that do not have capacity to manufacture vaccines 
or the resources to reserve and purchase large quantities of vaccine in advance have been left 
without reliable access to vaccine supply and lack vaccines to vaccinate even a small proportion of 
their populations. 
 
Concerned by this, the Commission, at its 77th session in April 2021, adopted resolution 77/1, in 
which it “encourages member States to work regionally and interregionally with the view to build back 
better, aligned with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and with the support of the 
Executive Secretary, as appropriate, and in cooperation with other concerned United Nations bodies 
and relevant stakeholders by, inter alia”, to enable “all countries to have universal, equitable, timely 
access to quality, safe, efficacious and affordable diagnosis, therapeutics, medicines, vaccines and 
essential health technologies, and their components, as well as equipment, for the COVID-19 
response”. 
 
The World Health Organization, other UN entities and multilateral development banks have initiated 
concrete steps to support countries in promoting access to vaccines, therapeutics and diagnostics 
through resource mobilization, coordination and international cooperation. 
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  Against this backdrop, the Regional Conversation brings together member States, the UN system 

as well as other stakeholders to understand the impact of these initiatives on the region. The event 
is the start of a conversation that would identify gaps and challenges and ways to address them 
through actions at global, regional and national levels. The specific role of regional cooperation 
would be explored to enhance universal access to vaccines, diagnostics and therapeutics. The 
Conversation is also expected to serve as a forum for the UN system at-large to share and consult 
Asian and Pacific countries on the implementation of various initiatives on the ground. 
 
Objectives 
Some of the key questions that would be addressed at the regional conversation include the 
following: 

1. How can we build upon good examples of partnerships between research entities, academia 
and the private sector for rapid upscaling of vaccines, therapeutics and diagnostics? 

2. What kinds of mechanisms could be developed or strengthened to promote pooled 
manufacture and procurement of vaccines and therapeutics? 

3. How can countries help each other to develop their national capacities for the production of 
vaccines and therapeutics, and what regional standards and guidelines would be needed? 

4. What are key points of intersection between trade laws and policies and vaccine manufacture, 
procurement and distribution, and how can this be managed within international law? 

5. What needs to be in place in terms of logistics and planning at the ground level for rapid and 
equitable deployment of vaccines?  

6. What is the role of the UN system in supporting countries and how are WHO and the MDBs 
supporting countries in this regard? How can the UN system better support countries in this 
regard? 

Proposed structure of Conversation 
The Regional Conversation will have a two-tier format. The initial segment will consist of messages 
and statements to lay the ground for the panel discussion. These would be delivered by the 
Executive Secretary of ESCAP, Ms. Helen Clark, former Prime Minister of New Zealand and Chair of 
the Independent Panel on the Pandemic, and the Health Minister of Indonesia (in the position of 
Chair of the G-20). This would be followed by a moderated interactive panel discussion to cover 
the various dimensions of the issue followed by a Q&A session. 
 

Expected outcomes 
• Enhanced understanding among member States on the status of initiatives launched by the 

United Nations and MDBs to promote access to vaccines. 
• Identification of potential areas for regional cooperation to ensure equitable access to 

vaccines, diagnostics and therapeutics. 
• Enhanced knowledge and understanding of measures to be taken within existing 

international trade law to promote access to vaccines and medicines. 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tentative Programme 
 
 

30 November 2021, 14:00- 16:00 (UTC +7) 

Opening and welcome remarks 14:00 – 14:25 

• Ms. Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana, Executive Secretary of ESCAP  

• H.E. Helen Clark, Co-chair of the Independent Panel for Pandemic Preparedness and Response 

• H.E. Dr. Dante Saksono Harbuwono, Deputy-Minister of Health of Indonesia  

• H.E. Dato’ Lim Jock Hoi, Secretary-General of ASEAN (pre-recorded video message) 

Panel discussion  14:25 – 15:55 

Moderated by: 

• Mr. Srinivas Tata, Director, Social Development Division of ESCAP  

Distinguished panelists: 

• Dr. Anne Lindstrand, Coordinator, Expanded Programme of Immunization, World Health 

Organization (WHO) 

• Dr. Patrik Osewe, Head of Health Cluster, Asian Development Bank (ADB) 

• Dr. Carlos Correa, Director-General, South Centre 

• Dr. Anneke Schmider, Research Director, Asia-Pacific Hub 

• Dr. Srinath Reddy, President, Public Health Foundation of India 

Questions to panelists, followed by interactive discussions prompted by questions from the floor. 

Closing remarks 15:55 – 16:00 

• Ms. Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana, Executive Secretary of ESCAP 
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