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Description and Training Purpose 

Environmental policy often fails because the motivations and decision-making of key 
stakeholders are poorly understood. This session will show how environmental policy 
impact can be strengthened by applying behavioural science to steer individual 
decision- making and behaviour in a more sustainable direction. The session will 
present an overview of behavioural science for environmental policy, share practical insights 
from case studies and “soft-launch” ESCAP’s self-paced e-learning course. 

Thematic Background 
Effective environmental governance is integral to achieving a green, inclusive, and resilient 
COVID-19 recovery. Better engagement of the public and key stakeholders and more 
effective policy and regulations are needed. Such policies should better align decisions 
and behaviours of key stakeholders with environmental objectives. These decisions and 
behaviours range from whether and how often households recycle to the way in which 
private companies manage their environmental impacts. When policy and environmental 
intervention design does not consider the behaviours and motivations of key actors, 
policy outcomes can fall short of the intended impacts. 
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Behavioural insights have received significant and growing attention as an important 
tool for making public policy more effective, with interventions that can be designed to 
policy domains across the entire range of SDGs. This session will focus on the 
environmental dimension of sustainable development. This course is especially 
beneficial for policymakers seeking to increase their “behavioural literacy” and wishing 
to explore measures to eliminate internal biases that can hinder the impacts of policies 
formulated without behavioural insights. The session will also “soft launch” ESCAP’s 
behavioural science e-learning course. 

Training Objectives 
By the end of the session participants will be able to: 

1) Describe what behavioural interventions are and how they can best be applied to  
environmental policy making.

2) Leverage insights and best practices from case examples to identify how 
behavioural interventions can strengthen environmental policy impact.

3) Identify opportunities for strengthening institutional capacity to apply 
behavioural interventions.
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Programme 

Date Time 
(GMT+7) Topics Presenter(s)/ 

Facilitator(s) 
Duration 

(min.) 

30 
Nov 

9:30 Opening remarks 
Katinka Weinberger, Chief, 

Environment and Development 
Policy Section, ESCAP 

10 

9:40 
Bias and an introduction to 
behavioural science and 
policymaking 

Ravi Dutta, 
Senior Advisor, 

Behavioural Insights Team 40 

10:20 Q and A 10 

10:30 Coffee Break 15 

10:45 
Launch of E-learning Course on 
Behavioural Science for Policy and 
the Environment 

Hitomi Rankine, Environmental 
Affairs Officer, ESCAP 

5 

10:50 Interactive case exploration 

Taufiq Alimi, 
Vice President, 

Rare Indonesia Program 

40 

Nick Goodwin, 
Director of International 

Programmes, 
Behavioural Insights Team 

11:30 
Behavioural Government – 
Improving how governments make 
decisions 

Jill Rutter, 
Senior Fellow,

Institute for Government 

20 

11:50 Checking understanding, closing 
Donya Khosravi, ESCAP 

5 

Modalities 
This training will be held on Zoom. Designated speakers will lead the topics in the 
first session and case study experts will facilitate the breakout discussions. There will 
be opportunity for participants to ask questions and share experiences and challenges 
of practical applications. The material will be delivered by individuals with first-
hand knowledge of behavioural insights and applications of behavioural science 
within the Asia-Pacific region. Participants will take a real-time quiz in order to 
test their knowledge and understanding of discussed topics. 
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