
 

  
Clean Cooking, Household Fuels and Technologies in 
Bangladesh: Policy Options and Ways Forward 

PROGRAM SEQUENCE 
29 July 2020, Thursday, 11:00 AM  12:30 PM (GMT +8) 
 
Time Topic Speakers 
11:00AM Welcome and introductions 

 
Michael Williamson, Chief Sustainable Energy 
Development and Utilization Section, UNESCAP 

11:05AM Opening remarks 
Draft National Action Plan on 
Clean Cooking in Bangladesh 
(2020-2030): Targets and 
Priorities 

Salima Jahan, Member (Joint Secretary), Sustainable and 
Renewable Energy Authority  
Project Director, Household Energy Platform 

 
11:15AM 
 
 
 
11:35AM 
 
 
 
11:45AM 
 
 

International expert presentation 
1) Transitioning from Solid Fuels 
to Clean Fuels and Technologies: 
Practical options (5-10 min) 
 
2) Why Energy Access is Not 
Enough for Choosing Clean 
Cooking Fuels? (5-10min) 
 
3) Clean Cooking and Energy 
Services for Grassroots Women: 
Vital Considerations (5-10min) 
 
4) Clean Cooking: Lessons from 
Nepal (5-10 mins) 

 
Prof. Guangqing Liu, Director of Clean Cooking Alliance 
China 
 
 
Dr. Dina Azhgaliyeva, Research Fellow, Asian 
Development Bank Institute, Japan 
 
 
Quazi Baby, Executive Director. Participatory 
Development Action Program (PDAP) 
 
 
Sudarshan Kunwar, Consultant, Alternative Energy 
Promotion Center (AEPC Nepal); and Energy Specialist 
Intern, UNESCAP  

11:55AM ESCAP Presentation 
Gap Analysis Report on 
Bangladesh Clean Cooking (10min) 

 
Utpal Bhattacharjee, Energy Specialist, UNESCAP 

12:10PM Moderated roundtable  
Discussion with local stakeholders 
(25 mins) 
- LPG Sector Representative 
- Biogas Representative 
- Electric Utilities Representative 
 
Representatives are invited to share 
their perspectives and reactions to 
the current the Clean Cooking 
Action Plan and proposals shared. 
 
Q&A session (5 mins) 

Discussion questions: 
 How to overcome the price barriers for households of 

Bangladesh to adopt LPG in cooking? Who should be 
involved in this solution? 

 What about existing natural gas resources in cooking 
(biogas, and household-scale bottled natural gas)?  

 Considering that cooking comprises up to 50% of a 
-cooking ever be part of 

a rural or low-
profile, how do electric utilities see their roles/contribution 
towards this end and what resources do they require to 
meet this demand from e-cooking by 2040?  

 By 2040, how much percentage of renewable clean 
electricity is expected to be applied to e-cooking, and what 
are the plans to transition to higher proportion of 
renewable electricity for household use? 

 How to increase investments in private sector led biogas 
plants can be established to support clean cooking in a 
sustainable manner? What are the barriers to private 

 
 How government and private sector can work coherently to 

address the infrastructure gaps of clean cooking (LPG, E-
cookstoves and Biogas)? How should existing platforms like 
HEP (and other action tasks force) be supported?  

 What resources can the LPG, Biogas and Electric Utilities 
and government stakeholders make available to support 
the National Clean Cooking Action Plan?  

Selected 2-3 Q&A questions from the audience 



 

12:20PM Statement of Special Guest Md. Selim Uddin, Additional Secretary, Renewable 
Energy, Power Division, Ministry of Power, Energy & 
Mineral Resources 

12:25PM Wrap up and concluding remarks Michael Williamson, Chief Sustainable Energy 
Development and Utilization Section, UNESCAP 

12:30PM Closing statement Mohd. Alauddin, Chairman (Additional Secretary), 
Sustainable and Renewable Energy Authority, Bangladesh 

 
 

Moderator: 
Tania Lim, Associate Economics Affairs Officer, UNESCAP 
 
 



 

Concept Note 
 
 
Background 
Amidst the economic and social impacts felt from the recent COVID-19 pandemic and looming 
emissions reduction requirements under the Paris Agreement, countries and communities are faced 
with substantial challenges in stemming the reversal of vital progress towards the SDG 7 targets, 
particularly in the energy access dimension. Rural electrification and clean cooking (i.e. clean 
household fuels and technologies) are policy goals that require interventions primarily targeted at 
the household level.   
 
Now more than ever, there is a need to shift the policy discussion away from access, but towards 
actual adoption and utilization of clean fuels and technologies at the household level, that is cost-
effective and considers the multidimensional issues that impact effective access, even when access 
is available. In the last decade, although a greater share of the global population gained access to 
electricity than ever before, progress towards clean cooking (and clean household 
fuels/technologies) particularly in South Asia is still very slow and have not kept up with gains in 
electricity access. Unless efforts are scaled up significantly in countries with the largest deficits the 
world will still fall short of ensuring universal access to affordable, reliable, sustainable, and modern 
energy by 2030.  
 
There are several possible reasons for why progress in access to clean cooking have not kept in line 
with access to electricity, especially in lower income countries.  
 
Firstly, is the recognition that cooking is an activity that can constitute up to 50 per cent or more of 

consideration demand-side 
needs of households, particularly of impoverished homes in their infrastructure planning and 
energy service delivery they may miss key opportunities to implement process improvements that 
increase efficient use of limited resources.  
 
The second concerns the issue of effective access. Despite being connected to the grid network (or 
mini/micro grid systems in rural communities), many poor households still lack effective access to 
utilize the electricity supplied. Often this may be a supply-side issue such as low voltage at the 
household due to infrastructure gaps; or a demand-side issue, such as the lack of household cash 
incomes to purchase electricity for cooking needs, costly electricity tariffs, lack of household buy-in 
in the use and adoption of energy efficient appliances including improved cookstoves, or design 
issues that affect the usability of the appliances and technologies distributed to communities.  
 
The third is political traction and will to address the deficit in clean cooking (and household fuels 
and technologies)  a highly gendered issue as the stakeholders closest to the issue. For example 
women at the grassroots level  are not necessarily effectively included in policy development or in 
designing energy infrastructure and service delivery in a meaningful and participatory manner. 
Additionally, there is a need to also enhance and co-opt private sector participation in the task of 
solving the issue of clean cooking. The underserved and unserved communities active participants 
and consumers need to be recognized as an emerging base-of-the-pyramid demographic in order to 
develop market-based solutions that deliver affordable, low-cost clean energy to households. Policy 
makers should not only build an enabling environment for supporting the development of market-
based solutions, but to do so through a participatory process by adopting consultative and 
participatory means that not only solicit feedback from community or private sector stakeholders, 
but also co-opt their participation and resources is the implementation of proposed solutions. 
 
Objective 
In the background outlined above, UNESCAP has conducted baseline research on the gaps 
towards the advancement of clean cooking in Bangladesh. This workshop is intended to identify 
mechanisms and approaches for accelerating the progress towards closing the gap in clean cooking 
(and household fuels and technologies) in the country. The workshop will facilitate dialogue 
among the stakeholders regarding the finalization of Draft National Action Plan on Clean Cooking 
in Bangladesh (2020-2030). 
  



 

Participants 
Sectors to be represented are: 

 National/local policy makers in clean cooking and household energy in Bangladesh 
 LPG and natural gas distribution and retailing sector 
 Biogas and waste-to-energy production sector 
 Electric utilities 
 Grassroots women organizations and advocacy groups 
 Local government and municipality  

 
The session will include sharing of knowledge and perspectives for increasing investment 
initiatives in clean household energy from development finance institutions and impact 
investment experts.  
 
Expected outcomes 
As a result of this workshop, participants will be supported to identify priority areas of financial 

by 2030 and more specifically identify feasible project opportunities building on the Draft 
National Action Plan for Clean Cooking in Bangladesh (2020 2030). 
 
 


