
  
Stats Café  

Good coffee makes your day but good data help you decide 

Stats Café – Regional Programme for Economic Statistics (RPES) Series 
 

Date 20 October 2020 (World Statistics Day) 

11:00 – 12:30 p.m. Bangkok time 

Working title Connecting the world with data we can trust 
Celebrating regional collaboration to improve statistics for decision-
making 

 

ESCAP Lead Alick Nyasulu 

Purpose Celebrate World Statistics Day by recognizing the strength of the regional 
community of statisticians using the Regional Programme for Economic 
Statistics as an example. 

Overview The first in a series of three Stats Café sessions showcasing outcomes 
from the Regional Programme for Economic Statistics (RPES).  

In recognition of World Statistics Day, and its theme ‘Connecting the 
world with data we can trust’, the session will celebrate how the United 
Nations system supports regional connections among donors, experts 
and international standards for trustworthy statistics.  

The emphasis is on the role of partnerships, within and between 
countries. As an example, we will discuss the achievements of the 
Regional Programme for Economic Statistics and be transported to 
Bhutan and Lao PDR for an example of South-South cooperation that is 
making national economic statistics more accurate and credible.  

Key messages • Regional community of statisticians is an asset to be celebrated, 
providing a place for exchanging experiences, learning, and 
helping each other 

• RPES has helped countries to improve the quality of their 
economic statistics, leading to better data and better decisions 
(acknowledge DFID) 

• Replication studies are one way to document national 
experiences and share them with others 

• Example of sharing of expertise across the region was the 
development of new price indices drawing from existing 
administrative data sources in Bhutan which was replicated in 
Lao PDR 

• Regional mechanisms and projects have allowed us to connect 
donors and development partners to countries that need 
support; and connect countries to each other for learning, 
sharing of experiences and expertise. We could not make the 
gains needed in official statistics without this regional network. 



  
Stats Café  

Good coffee makes your day but good data help you decide 

Agenda 1. Open Stats Café: Ms. Rikke Munk Hansen 

2. Celebratory message: Ms. Gemma Van Halderen  

3. How regional support for statistics is impacting on development in 
Bhutan: observations from the United Nations Country 
Representative: Mr. Gerald Daly  

4. Reactions from the audience / importance of trust and connections 

5. How new price indices in Bhutan have increased trust: Mr. Penjor 
Gyeltshen  

6. Connections between countries: Replicating Bhutan’s approach in 
Laos PDR: Ms. Salika Chanthalavong 

7. Discussant (reflections on how regional and national connections 
help to build trust): Mr. Chris Pike  

8. Open discussion  
Closing remarks: Mr. Gerald Daly and Ms. Gemma Van Halderen  

 


