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Opening	Session:	
Fast	Forwarding	to	Asia-Pacific’s	Future	
	

29	November	2021	(10:30-11:15	GMT+7)	

	

Description		
	

With	the	objective	to	identify	realistic,	strategic,	and	potentially	game-changing	interventions,	
ESCAP	 convened	 government	 officials,	 civil	 society	 organizations	 and	 other	 experts	 to	 define	
and	explore	different	scenarios	for	Asia	and	the	Pacific	 in	2040	using	transformative	foresight	
approaches. This	 opening	 session	 will	 introduce	 the	 findings	 of	 the	 Foresight	 Report	 on	
environment	and	development	in	Asia	and	the	Pacific.	

The	Disowned	Future	-	and	the	One	We	Want	
	

There	 is	 strong	 evidence	 that	 environmental	 tipping	 points	 are	 near	 or	 have	 already	 been	
crossed.	More	than	half	of	the	key	indicators	of	planetary	system	function	are	at	all-time	highs,	
or	 lows.	 People	 across	 the	 Asia-Pacific	 have	 experienced	 extended	 drought,	 heatwaves,	
devastating	 flooding,	wildfires,	 and	 extreme	 cyclones.	 In	 the	midst	 of	 the	 sixth	mass	 species	
extinction,	biodiversity-related	ecosystem	services	decline	in	Asia	and	the	Pacific	is	estimated	to	
be	the	most	rapid	and	serious	among	all	regions.		Course	correction	is	urgently	needed.	
	
At	the	same	time	there	is	reason	to	be	hopeful.	The	pandemic	response	has	revealed	the	power	
of	 partnership	 and	 of	 social	 solidarity.	 The	 “digital	 generation”	 is	 environmentally	 conscious,	
values	 creativity	and	collaboration,	 and	 is	 aided	by	 technology	 that	 is	precipitating	 change	 in	
financial	 systems,	 businesses	 and	 the	way	 societies	 live	 and	work.	 The	 private	 sector	 is	 also	
stepping	forward.		
	
A	focus	on	a	green,	resilient	and	more	equal	Asia	and	the	Pacific,	in	line	with	the	vision	of	the	
2030	Agenda	 for	 Sustainable	Development	 and	 the	 sustainable	 development	 goals,	 the	 Paris	
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Agreement	and	other	global	environmental	 and	human	 rights	agendas	holds	 the	potential	 to	
avert	the	worst	aspects	of	an	environmental	crisis.	
	

Understanding	the	Changes	Needed	
	

Through	 the	 report	 “Raising	 Ambition	 for	 a	 Healthy	 Environment”	 the	 session	 will	 focus	
attention	on	the	changes	needed,	by	providing	an	overview	of:	

- Key	 environmental	 trends	 that	 shape	 our	 opportunities	 for	 change	 and	 will	 heavily	
influence	the	outlook	of	the	region’s	future	

- Five	thematic	drivers	of	change		
- The	changes	needed	via	causal	layered	analysis	
- A	timeline	to	the	future	we	want	

The	 opening	 session	 will	 introduce	 five	 big-ticket	 thematic	 drivers	 that	 are	 shaping	
opportunities	 for	 change,	 namely	 the	 rise	 of	 global	 consciousness,	 evolving	 food	 systems,	
demand	 for	 natural	 resources	 and	 shifts	 in	 ownership	 and	 control,	 changes	 in	 rural-urban	
dynamics,	and	environmental	governance.		
	
The	 session	will	 also	 provide	 insights	 on	 trends	 of	 four	 environmental	 domains	 aligned	with	
EDD	 work	 streams	 (healthy	 ecosystems	 and	 food	 systems,	 climate	 action,	 sustainable	
urbanization,	and	clean	air)	that	will	heavily	influence	the	outlook	of	the	region’s	future.	
	
The	session	will	 then	 introduce	environmental	 futures	 for	 the	Asia-Pacific	 region	 in	2040	and	
how	we	would	get	there.	These	scenarios	are	the	result	of	a	facilitated	“transformative	futures”	
process	involving	facilitated	experts	foresight	workshops,	desk	review	and	further	expert	inputs	
to	map	out	a	no-regrets	path	to	a	preferred	future.	
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Programme	
This	 session	will	 be	delivered	at	 the	beginning	of	 the	programme,	 29	November,	 and	will	 be	
conducted	on	Zoom.	The	session	will	provide	an	introduction	to	the	main	trends	and	drivers	of	
change,	 and	will	 provide	 the	 framing	 for	 the	 subsequent	modules	 of	 this	 training	 on	 climate	
action,	healthy	ecosystems,	sustainable	urbanization,	clean	air	and	environmental	governance	
by	facilitating	a	discussion	on	actions	needed	to	achieve	the	future	we	want.	

	

Date	 Time	
(GMT+7)	 Topics	 Presenter(s)/	

Facilitator(s)	
Duration	
(min.)	

	 Moderator:	Hitomi	Rankine	

Environmental	Affairs	Officer,	ESCAP	

29	Nov	

10:30	
Opening	Speech	by	ESCAP	
Deputy	Executive	Secretary	

Kaveh	Zahedi	

	Deputy	Executive	Secretary	and	OiC,	
Director,	Environment	and	

Development	Division,	ESCAP	

5	

10:35	 Introductory	Speech	

Sohail	Inayatullah	

	
Professor,	Tamkang	

University.	UNESCO	Chair	in	Futures	
Studies,	Sejahtera	Centre	for	
Sustainability	and	Humanity	

Associate,	Melbourne	Business	
School.	Researcher,	Metafuture.org	

.		

10	

10:45	

Presentation	of	Foresight	
Work	Highlighting	the	
Different	Scenarios	for	the	
Future	of	Environment	in	Asia	
and	the	Pacific		

Katinka	Weinberger	

Chief,	Environment	and	
Development	Policy	Section,	

Environment	and	Development	
Division,	ESCAP	

15	

11:05	 The	importance	of	changing	
mindsets	

Keping	Yao	

Senior	Governance	and	Public	
Administration	Expert,	UNPOG	

	

5	

11:10	 Q&A	
Moderated	by	Hitomi	Rankine	

Environmental	Affairs	Officer,	ESCAP	
10	

Follow	us:	

	
https://www.unescap.org/	

		 		 	 @unescap	

	
@unitednationsescap	 	 @united-nations-escap	

	


