
                                                   
 

North-East Asia Regional Power Interconnection  

and Cooperation Forum 2021 
  

2- 3 December 2021 

9:00 am (Moscow) / 2:00 pm (Beijing / Ulaanbaatar) / 3:00 pm (Seoul / Tokyo) 

Virtual 

 

Background 

This year has seen a greater push towards climate action, as the global economy still grapples 

with the impacts of COVID-19. The UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres warned that the 

current climate crisis is a ‘code red for humanity’ and urgently called for bold and decisive 

action against climate change. 

The energy sector is key to achieving the targets set out in the Paris Agreement given it 

accounts for three quarters of today’s global greenhouse gas emissions. In particular, 

electricity is fast becoming the energy of choice for powering not only industrial operations 

and infrastructure but increasingly the transport sector as well. While electricity generation 

and access to electricity is critical for economic and social development, it is the single largest 

source of carbon dioxide emissions (IEA, 2019), and coal-fired power plants still account for 

60 percent of global installed generation.  

In this regard, the announcement by China to end support for new overseas coal power 

projects, Japan’s plan to reduce emissions more aggressively than previously announced 

(reduction of 46 percent from 2013 levels by 2030), and Republic of Korea’s strategy for 

reaching carbon neutrality by potentially eliminating coal and gas entirely from the energy mix 

are drastic but necessary measures that are in line with global efforts. Countries in the 

subregion further reiterated their stronger commitments on climate action at the 26th UN 

Climate Change Conference of the Parties (COP-26), including through enhanced 2030 NDCs 

targets, and increased financing assistance.  

At the same time, greater subregional cooperation and energy market integration can 

support national measures immensely through efficient allocation of resources and 

economies of scale. Furthermore, subregional cooperation can promote investment and 

incentives for increasing the use of renewable energy as well as research and development in 

areas such as green hydrogen and carbon capture and storage technologies. 

Against this background, the NEARPIC Forum 2021 is being organized to, among other 

objectives, assess the outcome of COP-26 from the perspectives of North-East Asian countries 

and opportunities for strengthening power interconnection as a strategy for achieving carbon 

neutrality in the subregion, and take an in-depth look at Japan’s roadmap for energy transition 



                                                   
 

with the goal of promoting the potential for regional power interconnection as a feasible 

option for reducing GHG emissions in Japan. 

Also, the Forum will discuss ESCAP’s project on North-East Asia Green Power Corridor 

Roadmap, that will closely examine the energy landscape in the subregion and propose 

feasible pathways for regional power interconnections using renewable sources of energy.   

Objectives 

The NEARPIC Forum 2021 aims to:  

• Gain a better understanding of North-East Asian countries’ perspectives on power grid 

interconnections for carbon neutrality and/or renewed commitments to the Paris 

Agreement following discussions and outcomes from COP-26 

• Discuss strategies for intergovernmental cooperation and concrete project proposals 

for moving forward including ESCAP’s project on the North-East Asia green power 

corridor roadmap 

• Discuss in-depth, Japan’s strategy for achieving carbon neutrality and scope for 

promoting North-East Asia power interconnection 

• Explore developments in power interconnections in other parts of the world and the 

role of other sources of clean energy in supporting regional energy market integration 

• Share updates on regional power interconnection initiatives and projects of NEARIC 

members and stakeholders  

 

Participants 

• Members of NEARPIC Steering Committee 

• Government officials in the North-East Asian countries 

• National institutes, energy companies and other public-sector stakeholders  

• International organizations and financial institutions 

• Academia and think tanks 

 

Organization 

• The NEARPIC Forum 2021 will be organized on 2 and 3 December (Thu-Fri) and held 

virtually from 15:00 to 18:00 (GMT+9) using MS Teams 

• All discussions of the Forum will be conducted in English 

 

For any inquiries, please contact us at escap-sroenea-registry@un.org.  

 

mailto:escap-sroenea-registry@un.org


                                                   
 

Indicative Programme 
 

2 December 2021 (Thursday) 

15:00–15:10 

Opening Session  
 

• Mr. Ganbold Baasanjav (Head, ESCAP East and North-East 
Asia Office) 

• Renewable Energy Institute 

15:10–16:10 

Session 1: Country Perspectives on Power Grid Interconnections for 
Carbon Neutrality Goals or renewed commitments to the Paris 
Agreement   
 
Moderator: Mr. Sangmin Nam (Deputy Head, ESCAP East and North-
East Asia Office) 

 
Presenters  

• Mr. XIE Yittian (Analyst, International Business Department, 
EPPEI)  

• Mr. Enkhtuvshin Ganbaatar (Head, Renewable Energy 
Division, Policy and Planning Department, Ministry of Energy, 
Mongolia) 

• Mr. Hoseok Kim (Senior Manager (C-K project), Supergrid 
Team, Power System Planning Department, KEPCO) 

• Mr. Sergei Podkovalnikov (Head of Laboratory, Melentiev 
Energy Systems Institute, Siberian Branch)  

*10-minute presentation each 
 
Q&A/Discussions (10 mins) 

16:10–17:00 

Session 2: Project on Green Power Corridor Roadmap 
 
Moderator: Mr. Matthew David Wittenstein (Chief, Energy Connectivity 
Section, Energy Division, ESCAP)  
 
Presenters: 

• Project overview (ESCAP) 

• Green power corridor roadmap for North-East Asia (Ms. 
Maria Pastukhova)  

• Modeling green power corridor scenarios (Stockholm 
Environment Institute) 

• Asian Development Bank (tbc)  



                                                   
 

*10-minute presentation each 
 
Q&A/Discussions (15 mins) 

17:00–18:00  

Session 3: Japan’s Energy Transition towards Carbon Neutrality 
 
Moderator: Mr. Matthew David Wittenstein (Chief, Energy Connectivity 
Section, Energy Division, ESCAP) 
 
Key Remarks (15 mins)  

• Mr. Dolf Gielen (Director, ITTC, International Renewable 
Energy Agency)  

 
Presenters:     

• Mr. Toshihide Arimura (Professor, Waseda University)  

• Ms. Mika Ohbayashi (Director, Renewable Energy Institute) 

• Ms. Miho Kurosaki (Head of ESG, APAC, BloombergNEF) 
*10-minute presentation each 
 
Q&A/Discussions (15 mins) 

3 December 2021 (Friday) 

15:00–16:30 

Session 4: Developments in Power Interconnections and Energy 
Market Integration  
 
Moderator: Mr. Tomas Kåberger (Executive Board Chairman, REI) 
 
Presenters: 

• Ms. Hilde Tonne (CEO, Statnett)   

• Mr. Nicholas Dunlop (Secretary-General, Climate Parliament)  

• Mr. Tichakunda Simbini (Energy Infrastructure Expert, AUDA-
NEPAD) 

• Mr. Andreas Berthou (Global Head of HVDC, Hitachi Energy) 
*15-minute presentation each 
 
Q&A/Discussions (15 mins) 

16:30–18:00 

Session 5: Updates on NEARPIC  
 
Moderator: Mr. Sangmin Nam (Deputy Head, ESCAP East and North-
East Asia Office) 
 
Presenters: 



                                                   
 

• Ms. Liu Kun (Executive Director, Division of Communication 
and Cooperation, International Department, China Electricity 
Council) 

• Mr. Youngwoon Choi (Senior Manager (J-K project), 
Supergrid Team, Power System Planning Department, 
KEPCO) 

• Other NEARPIC Steering Committee members and stakeholders 
(tbc) 

*10-minute presentation each 
 
Q&A/Discussions (15 mins) 

18:00–18:10 

Closing Session  
 

• Mr. Hongpeng Liu (Director, Energy Division, ESCAP) 

• Renewable Energy Institute 

 


