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Summary Meeting 

I. Opening Remarks 

The meeting started with the opening remarks from Mikiko Tanaka, the head of ESCAP South and 

South West Asia Office. 

• Highlighted the goal of this preliminary meeting, which is to prepare policy recommendations 

for sustainable development in the SSWA region.  

• Welcomed two new Organizations that were in the process of joining SANS: Dr Güven Sak, 

Director of the Economic Policy Research Institute of Türkiye and Capacity Analytics, 

Pakistan. Informed that Maldives National University was also applying for membership, and 

that recruitment from Iran was ongoing. 

• Think tanks have an important role to play in working with governments, institutions and other 

stakeholders in finding practical solutions and strategic action plans to rescue the SDG and 

salvage damages caused by recent crises such as the COVID pandemic, the Russia-Ukraine 

war, and natural disasters.  

• Through this policy dialogue and others in the future, expressed hope to collaborate and 

consolidate research and reflections on ways forward and to strengthen subregional linkages 

that will effectively channel efforts towards sustainable development.  

 

II. SANS Members Interventions 

SANS members shared perspectives on the following questions:  

• What are the most challenging issues for the subregion? How are they linked with SDGs? 

• What are the most strategic interventions ESCAP and SANS can make collectively to bring 

the SDG progress back on track?  

 

 

Prof Selim Raihan, South Asian Network on Economic Modeling 

 

South Asian countries face common issues and challenges, but the fundamental challenge is 

the region's macroeconomic stability. The degree of this stability varies among different 

countries in south Asia. Issues like the food crisis and inflation have further impacted the 

region's poverty. A major concern is that with Covid-19, sectors like health and education have 

been the most negatively impacted. In addition, new global price shocks are worsening 

conditions in social sectors. Yet, the priorities of the nations are not changing. It is feared that 

the social sector is being neglected, and therefore there is a serious need to reassess how to 

implement and achieve SDG-related policies. This is where global discussions become 

important, especially like the one SANS brings out, as countries need to reassess where they 

stand in achieving the SDGs. These SDGs can be classified into three types: light, moderate 

and deep SDGs. While not all nations need to go into the deep SDG levels, they can still focus 

on the light SDGs. He recommended that countries in South Asia that face issues like the 



energy crisis (where energy prices are high), food price inflation, etc., should not restrict their 

trade. Instead, they should promote regional cooperation, regional trade and regional 

connectivity. He gave an example of Bangladesh, which is negotiating with IMF, and other 

policymakers through think tanks to make sure that social sectors are not being cut out of the 

subsidies.  

 

Dr Sabyasachi Saha, RIS 

 

Dr Saha stressed that there is an SDG fatigue, but the interest from partners to join the network 

is encouraging to keep the research momentum going. We have to assess the achievements that 

the organizations in the network have achieved in the past few years. South Asian organizations 

and governments took SDGs very seriously, allowing institutional frameworks to develop as 

part of government apparatus such as reports, SDG indexes, etc. In India, subnational 

experiences and state-wise performance present an opportunity for the SANS. Dr Saha 

highlighted the Addis Ababa action agenda and the G20 discussions about mobilizing private 

sector finance for SDGs. SSWA countries are struggling with financing and making 

technology available to implement SDGs. He noted that the role of private sector finance in 

South Asia for the SDGs needs some assessment. Dr Saha drew attention to the proposal for 

collective SANS research on how Science, Technology, and Innovation can be nurtured. 

Concrete action plans for SDGs, along with pilot projects and building partnerships, are 

necessary for the subregion. Despite global challenges and fiscal situations in the subregion, 

we need more attention to project implementation and a common understanding of monitoring 

progress so there is no issue with financing infrastructure development. There needs to be 

effective brainstorming on what research needs to be promoted to rejuvenate the SDGs in the 

subregion, so both the global and macro challenges can be thought of, along with institutional 

frameworks and action-oriented deliverables for South Asia for the next 5-7 years.   

 

Dr Arvind Kumar, India Water Foundation 

 

Dr Kumar noted that the SSWA region is the most vulnerable to climate-induced consequences 

such as increased poverty, inflated food prices, the spread of diseases, and lack of basic health 

services. Social exclusion enhances the impacts as vulnerable populations are poor and 

disproportionately disadvantaged. Marginalized people, however, have unique opportunities 

to contribute to the resilience of their communities. The South Asian region has been facing 

the effects of the climate crisis, such as air pollution, heat waves, and floods. Therefore, there 

is a need for the subregion to build resilience and scale up adaptation solutions and mobilize 

access to financing to strengthen this resilience. SDG progress has been scarce during the 

pandemic. Progress has stalled and even reversed in some cases. Regional cooperation for 

recovery initiatives is important, and SANS can play a key role in coordinating and supporting 

regional actions. Active participation of the involved institutions in the network with other 

regional cooperation platforms is needed to enhance the potential of resilience further.  

 

 



Mr George Cheriyan, Consumer Unity and Trust Society 

 

In the last 20 years, the pace of SDGs 1, 3, and 15 have been slow in the subregion. But goals 

11, 12, and 13 have been particularly lagging and even further reduced due to Covid. The 

pandemic had the most impact on goal 12 (responsible consumption and production). Goal 11 

(sustainable cities and communities), faced a lot of negative impact as fast-growing cities in 

the region dealt with issues like pollution, congestion and waste generation. There is a need 

for regional cooperation to find out the reasons why the SSWA region is lagging behind. There 

is a need to provide more incentives to research so that issues like data or information lag can 

be resolved, as the lack of data at the state level is a challenge. One must go beyond the region 

and look globally into good practices to learn and implement them. In India, from 2018, NITI 

Aayog, which looks into the SDGs at a national level, have also been ranking Indian states as 

per their SDG progress which has helped assess state-wise SDG progress. Some other 

challenges India faces are a lack of awareness among government officials and people about 

these goals and their targets and a lack of coordination among agencies in implementing these 

goals. Although many policies exist to achieve these goals, the officials fail to connect these 

goals on the field while implementing them. 

 

Dr Posh Raj Pandey, SAWTEE 

Various issues, such as COVID, the Russia-Ukraine war, multidimensional poverty, etc., 

incapacitates governmental institutions and civil society to implement sustainable and 

inclusive development and achieve the SDGs in the subregion. Coherent and harmonized 

interventions are needed at the national, regional, and global levels. There is a strong need to 

augment the role of SDG 17 (Partnership for the goals) to address these challenges. Identifying 

the areas for cooperation is much needed as well. The first are those areas that can be improved 

for economic recovery. This can help reduce vulnerabilities and improve resilience for future 

challenges. These areas must build on existing initiatives, including those taken during the 

pandemic. Some of these areas include diversifying regional and global value chains, 

cooperation in climate change adaptation, digital connectivity, and reducing trade costs within 

the subregion. Dr Pandey also suggested creating a regional Electronic Single Window system, 

sharing data information, and cooperation in other sectors, such as tourism, to boost economic 

recovery.  

 

Dr Lakmini Fernando, Institue of Policy Studies of Sri Lanka 

There is a need to focus on the means of implementation for achieving the 2030 agenda. One 

way to do this is through significant investments. However, issues like limited financing in the 

region have slowed the delivery pace of these goals, and Covid has further reduced the 

progress. It is also important to have balanced investments in the region, whether in the 

environment, economic, or social dynamics. It is noticed that in countries like Sri Lanka, the 

majority of input and investment is put into physical infrastructure. However, other sectors, 



like education, the IT sector, have experienced a significant drop in investments. This is an 

issue that needs to be discussed and addressed in forums while making propositions in future. 

There is also a need to consider the region's sensitivity while putting into context data 

collection, monitoring and reporting mechanisms. 

 

Dr Güven Sak, TEPAV 

 

The SDGs were adopted in 2015, but our world today is very different. The pandemic has 

taught us many things, particularly the need to cooperate. This SANS forum comes at an 

important point as this is also where G20, as a global governance mechanism, comes to South 

and South-West Asia (India), and we should use this opportunity to start thinking about the 

SDGs. Working with G20, SANS can benefit as there are several analysis and policy solutions 

that SANS network can use to improve its policy impact. It is important to have this discussion 

as the subregion has many fragile economies, and policies can have negative effects if there 

are insufficient discussions.  

 

III. Open Discussion 

The second part of the meeting, the discussion on the priorities of SANS in subregional 

collaboration, was moderated by Dr Rajan Ratna.  

Based on the discussions, four main themes were mentioned as subregional priorities that need 

more work 

1. Macroeconomic Issues and Social Sector  

2. Digital connectivity  

3. Building a regional value chain  

4. Environment/ climate change 

 

IV. Way Forward 

Dr Posh Raj Pandey agreed to be the lead presenter on behalf of SANS in the upcoming Policy 

dialogue on Regional Cooperation for Sustainable Development in South and South West Asia – 

Role of the South Asia Network on SDGs (SANS) on December 8th 2022. He will cover these 

four issues by highlighting the challenges and gaps that exist and the quick deliverable way 

forward for countries in the subregion.   

Dr Selim Raihan and Arvind Kumar will provide their inputs to Dr Pandey by November 20th, 

and Dr Pandey will send the final presentation to ESCAP by November 25th 2022.   

 


