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I. Introduction 
 
The Fourth Ministerial Conference on Space Applications for Sustainable Development was 
co-hosted by ESCAP and Indonesia’s National Research and Innovation Agency (BRIN) in 
Jakarta and online on 26 October 2022.   

A questionnaire assessing the relevance, effectiveness and quality of the meeting was 
distributed to all participants. The assessment aims to inform the secretariat’s ongoing efforts 
to improve its servicing its intergovernmental meetings.   

 
II. Attendance  
 
Forty- four per cent of all ESCAP members and associate members (27 of 62) participated in 
the Ministerial Conference. All space faring countries in Asia and the Pacific participated.  

In total, there were 133 individual representatives. Fourteen ministers, Vice-Ministers and 
Ambassadors from members and associate members attended.  Ten United Nations bodies 
and agencies, intergovernmental organizations, and non-governmental organizations. From 
these entities, there were 17 participants.  

The total number of participants from both governments, United Nations bodies and 
agencies, and other entities is 150 individuals, of whom 37 are female.  

 
III. Respondents’ Profile 
 
A total of 26 individual respondents from 9 ESCAP member states, as shown in the table 
below, completed the questionnaire. Of this total, eight respondents participated in-person 
and 17 participated online, and 1 in both modalities. 16 respondents are male and 10 are 
female. 
 

South-East Asia  South and South-West Asia 

Indonesia, Philippines, Thailand  Bangladesh, Pakistan  

East and North-East Asia  Pacific 

China, Japan   
 

North and Central Asia  Others 

Kyrgyz Republic, Uzbekistan - 
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IV. Preparatory dry-test session (for participants joining online) 
 
A dry-run session was organized by the secretariat on 25 October. While all of them were 
already familiar with Zoom, the dry run provided an opportunity to test their connection 
and equipment. The dry run was useful in testing the onsite sound system as well as the 
strength of the Internet connection. 
 
V. Relevance  
 
The respondents agreed that the agenda items reflected the present development trends and 
issues in the Asian and Pacific region. The respondents also agreed that the issues discussed 
were useful for their government/organization. The rating is moderately satisfactory on the 
discussion related to gender issues and concepts.   
 

Please rate your agreement of the following statements 

Rating1 
Average, range 
1 (lowest) to 5 

(highest)  

The issues discussed reflected the present development trends/issues in the 
Asia-Pacific region.  4.7  

The issues discussed were useful for my government/ organization. 4.6  

The meeting discussed related gender issues and concepts.  3.9  

 
 
VI. Effectiveness  
 
The respondents agreed that the meeting effectively enhanced their knowledge of the issues 
discussed; promoted regional cooperation and networking among participants; the 
facilitators effectively engaged with participants in discussion; and the meeting documents 
and presentations were of high quality, concise and clear.  The respondents rated the time 
available for discussion slightly lower than the other indicators but still satisfactory.  
 

Please rate your agreement of the following statements 
Rating Average, 

range 1-5 

The meeting effectively enhanced my knowledge of the issues discussed. 4.5 

The meeting effectively promoted regional cooperation and networking 
among participants. 4.7  

The facilitators effectively engaged with participants in discussions. 4.3  

Enough time was available for discussion. 4.2  

The meeting documents and presentations were of high quality, concise & 
clear. 4.4  

 
 
VII. Efficiency  
 
The respondents rated positively on the efficiency of the meeting; agreed that the meeting 
was organized in a timely manner and according to the programme; and that the 

 
1 Guidelines for interpreting the ratings: below 3.5 = low satisfaction; 3.5 to 3.9 = moderately 
satisfactory; 4.0 to 4.5= satisfactory; above 4.5 = highly satisfactory. 
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communications from ESCAP to the member States on the preparation for the meeting were 
effective.  
  

Please rate your agreement of the following statements 
Rating Average, 

range 1-5 

I am satisfied with the administrative and logistical arrangement of the 
meeting. 4.5  

The meeting was organized in a timely manner and according to the 
programme. 4.4  

The communications from ESCAP to the member States on the preparation 
for the meeting were effective. 4.5 

The duration of the meeting was appropriate. 4.2 

  
 
VIII. Comments and suggestions  
 
The results achieved through this meeting indicated by respondents included:  
 

• The meeting provided a platform for enhancing regional cooperation among 
member states for maximum utilization of innovative space applications to address 
outstanding and emerging development challenges of persistent poverty, food 
security, threats to global health, and increasing vulnerability to disasters, climate 
change and environmental degradation. 

• Enhanced regional collaboration and commitment to implement the Plan of Action 
on Space Applications for Sustainable Development  

• Agreement amongst leaders to further enhance collaboration  

• Enhanced networking for further collaboration 

• Jakarta Ministerial Declaration on Space Applications for Sustainable Development 
in Asia and the Pacific. 

• Increased awareness on demand for space applications and trends in space 
technology 

 
Suggestions: 

 
✓ The meeting needed a longer duration.  
✓ Increase participation of young people and scientists.  
✓ Send the invitation and meeting documents much earlier.  
✓ Make onsite meeting more interactive  
✓ Clarification of the division of responsibilities between the host country and the 

secretariat   
 
IX. Conclusion 
 
The respondents gave an overall satisfaction rating of 4.4 out of 5.  The delegations agreed 
that the Ministerial Conference was relevant, effective, and efficient on both substantive and 
servicing aspects. The respondents’ summary of what the meeting achieved validated the 
objectives set out for the meeting as per the agenda. The inclusion of gender issues and 
concepts in the discussion and providing sufficient time for discussions are areas of 
improvement that need to be carefully considered in the next meeting.  
 

********* 


