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Birth registration completeness for 2016

=
𝐵𝑖𝑟𝑡ℎ𝑠 𝑜𝑐𝑐𝑢𝑟𝑖𝑛𝑔 𝑏𝑒𝑡𝑤𝑒𝑒𝑛 𝐽𝑎𝑛 1, 2016 𝑡𝑜 𝐷𝑒𝑐 31, 2016 𝑡ℎ𝑎𝑡 𝑤𝑒𝑟𝑒 𝑟𝑒𝑔𝑖𝑠𝑡𝑒𝑟𝑒𝑑 𝑏𝑦 𝑀𝑂𝐻𝐴

𝐴𝑙𝑙 𝑏𝑖𝑟𝑡ℎ𝑠 𝑜𝑐𝑐𝑢𝑟𝑖𝑛𝑔 𝑏𝑒𝑡𝑤𝑒𝑒𝑛 𝐽𝑎𝑛 1, 2016 𝑡𝑜 𝐷𝑒𝑐 31, 2016

The question is when the registration took place?
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Coverage of birth registration, Lao PDR, 2016
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Events are births, deaths, marriages and divorce

For birth registration in the given 
year, the data through a mid-term 
monitoring questionnaire in 2019 as 
part of the UNESCAP CRVS Decade 
2015-2024 monitoring framework 
show that coverage of birth 
registration is only 43%. (LSB-
UNFPA, 2020).



Timing of registration: 3 options

• Registered in the same year as the birth occurred

• Registered at any point in time

• Registered within 1 year of the time of occurrence

4Source:  A presentation on the complexities of measuring death registration completeness by Renee Sorchik, UNESCAP consultant.
https://www.unescap.org/events/2022/civil-registration-vital-statistics-crvs-inception-workshop-assessing-inequalities
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Birth occurred on July 1, 2016

Birth registered by Dec 31, 2016

Birth registered by June 30, 2017

Birth registered 
2 years later in 
2018
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https://www.unescap.org/events/2022/civil-registration-vital-statistics-crvs-inception-workshop-assessing-inequalities


Advantages and limitations
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Events are births, deaths, marriages and divorce

Advantages Limitations

Option 1 • Easy to measure
• Timely, do not need to wait (a year) to 

measure

• “Inequitable” towards later year events
• Unlikely to include allowable legal time 

for registration for December events

Option 2 • Easy to measure
• Timely, can use what is in database at 

current time

• Measurement changes over time for same 
year, so it doesn’t tell you how well 
system is improving

• Hard to make comparisons internationally 
or within same country to other years

Option 3 • Measurement does not change over time 
for same year.

• Can make comparisons internationally or 
within same country to other years (how 
is completeness improving over time?)

• More difficult to measure, need 
calculations and more variables

• Not as timely, must wait at least a year 
from last date of event to calculate



Delayed registration

• Because CR completeness are usually estimated by a calendar year, ‘delayed registration’ 
is used to refer to the registration of vital events in a calendar year after which the event 
occurred.

• 2 types of delayed registration

• Mechanical delayed registration

• Refers to the registrations that give the appearance of being delayed (i.e. 
registered in the year after the event occurred), but were nevertheless reported 
within the statutorily-allowed period for registration.

• Real delayed registration

• refers to those events that were registered after the statutorily-mandated 
period for registration. 

• If these incurred but not yet reported events are not accounted for, estimates of 
completeness may be biased downwards.
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Source: ESCAP (2022) The guidelines for estimating completeness of civil registration of vital events, p.6-7



Q & A 


