
 
 
 

The International Day of Zero Waste 
Achieving sustainable and environmentally sound practices of minimizing and managing waste 

 
30 March 2023  

United Nations Conference Center, Urban Engagement Space 
Bangkok, Thailand 

 
Background 
 
Waste takes many forms including, plastics, food, electronics, textiles, extractives, and chemicals. It poses a 
threat to human health, costs the global economy hundreds of billions of dollars a year, and exacerbates the 
triple planetary crisis of climate change, nature, and biodiversity loss; and waste and pollution. Without urgent 
action, humanity is projected to generate 3.88 billion tons of municipal solid waste annually by 2050, up from 
an estimated 2.24 billion tons today.  
 
As we confront the growing waste crisis, it's increasingly evident that a zero-waste approach is crucial in 
promoting responsible production and consumption patterns and advancing toward a sustainable, circular 
system. The United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) has highlighted the potential of zero-waste initiatives in 
fostering environmentally sound waste reduction and management practices and contributing to sustainable 
development. This is why, at its seventy-seventh session, the UNGA has proclaimed 30 March as International 
Day of Zero Waste, to be observed annually.  
 
This year, the first-ever Zero Waste Day celebration is being facilitated by the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) and the United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat). It calls on all 
stakeholders, including governments, civil society, businesses, academia, communities, women, and youth, to 
actively engage in a series of activities designed to increase awareness of zero-waste initiatives.  
 
In the Asia-Pacific region, UNEP will be joined by UN-Habitat and ESCAP to mark the first International Day of 
Zero Waste during the 10th Asia Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development with the aim to:  
 

• Raise awareness of the urgent waste management issues in the Asia Pacific region 

• Highlight the significance of taking measures across the entire value chain, from waste avoidance to 
sustainable management 

• Showcase best practices and ongoing innovative efforts led by various stakeholders to minimize waste 
generation both upstream and downstream 

 

  

https://unep.org/
https://unep.org/
https://unhabitat.org/
https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=A%2FRES%2F77%2F161


 
 
 
 
 
Format and Agenda of the International Day of Zero Waste in Bangkok 
 
International Day of Zero Waste Commemoration at UNCC Urban Engagement Space 
09:45-10:30 
 

9:45-10:00 Opening session  
10:00-10:10 Fireside chat on food waste / Greening the Blue 
10:10-10:20 Fireside chat on informal sector and waste management 
10:20-10:30 Closing session  

 
Field visit to Chula Zero Waste Initiative at Chulalongkorn University 
11:30-12:30  
 
Meeting point at the gate of Chulalongkorn University, see map attached, nearest BTS Station National 
Stadium 
 
About the Chula Zero Waste Initiative 
The Chula Zero Waste initiative, led by Chulalongkorn University's Environmental Research Institute and the 
Physical Resources Management Office, is a testament to the university's unwavering commitment to 
sustainability and the environment. The initiative aims to promote eco-conscious lifestyles among all members 
of the university, particularly students, by implementing an effective waste management system across 
campus and surrounding communities. The programme employs a multi-sectoral approach to address all 
types of waste, both hazardous and non-hazardous, generated from academic activities, daily operations, and 
recreational events. The Chula Zero Waste initiative is a shining example of how organizational policies can 
drive behavioural changes and promote a sustainable future for all. 
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Youngran Hur 
Programme Management Officer, UNEP 
Hury@un.org  
 
Maria Hughes 
Associate Programme Management 
Officer, UNEP 
Maria.hughes@un.org 
 
 

 
Tam Hoang 
Sustainable Urbanisation Specialist, UN-Habitat 
Tam.hoang@un.org  
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